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Assad meets Iraqi opposition chief 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian President Hafez Ai Assad held 
talks here on Wednesday with Iraqi Shi’ire opposition 
leader Ayatollah Mohammed Baqer AI Hakim on the 
f situation in Iraq and the activities of the opposition. A 
government spokesman said senior officials of the Sup- 
reme Council of the Islamic Revolution in Iraq, which Mr. 
Hakun heads, were present at the meeting at the presiden- 
tial palace. Syria hosts several Iraqi opposition exile 
groups. Mr. Hakim said last month in an interview he was 
visiting Damascus ro discuss a plan with other Syria- based 
Iraqi opposition leaders to topple the government of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. The Tehran-based leader said 
c Was a k 1 ® chance for the opposition “to remove 
haddam and to take power in Iraq during this year.” 
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Israel seizes W. Bank land 

BEIT FAJJAR. West Bank (R) — Israel has ordered the seizure 
ol a large track of land in the West Bank, threatening the 
livelihood of thousands of Palestinians there, residents said on 
Wednesday. Villagers in Beit Fajjar said Israeli military officials 
on Tuesday handed them orders declaring as state land 920 acres 
(36S hectares) of land rich with quarries which supply about 170 
stone workshops in the village with raw materials. •'This would be 
a severe Mow to our economy and to the livelihood of more than 
7.000 Palestinian workers.” said Ahmed Taqaiqa. 60, a landowner 
who also runs a stone-cutting factory in (he village, just south of 
Bethlehem. Hundreds of villagers converged on the site outside 
the village on Wednesday to protest the confiscation orders. A 
spokesman for the Israeli- occupation authorities said he was 
checking the report. Palestinian experts say Israeli occupation 
authorities have seized more than 65 per cent of West Bank land 
since Israel captured the area in the 1967 war. citing military 
reasons or the need to build roads. 
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dons to weapons inspectors. 
“The policies and actions of 
the Saddam Hussein regime 
continue to pose an unusual 
and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and 
foreign policy of the United 
States," Mr. Clinton said. 

Algerian premier 
visits in Mali 

BAMAKO (R) — Algerian 
Prime Minister Mokdad Sifi 
arrived in Mali on Wednes- 
day on a regional tour to 
discuss security and coopera- 
tion ahead of a saharan sum- 
mit in Algiers in two weeks 1 
time, officials said. "My visit 
to Mali is in the framework of 
peace efforts in the Sahelo- 
Saharan region and rein- 
forcement of cooperation be- 
tween Algeria and Mali," 
Mr. Sifi told reporters on 
arrival. On Monday, Mr. Sifi 
announced plans for a sum- 
mit in Algiers on August 15 
and 16 ro discuss regional 
stability and security. Partici- 
pants were expected to in- 
dude Algeria, Chad, Libya, 
Mali, Mauritania, Niger and 
Senegal. Mr. Sifi arrived 
from Niger, where he reaf- 
firmed his country’s support 
for Niger’s peace deal with 
Tuares rebels, which Algeria 
and France, helped to medi- 
ae. 

1 dead in Algiers’ 
car bomb 

ALGIERS (AFP) — One 
person was killed and at least 
15 injured when a car bomb 
exploded south of Algiers, 
the Algerian press reported 
Wednesday. Tne blast is the 
latest in a series of extremist 
attacks in recent weeks. Two 
other car tombs went off . 
overnight Tuesday in the 
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Moussa south of Algiers, in- 
juring several people, accord- 
ing to press repons which 
added that the authorities 
had not reported the explo- 
sions. 

Russia to sell 
India rocket 
boosters 
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MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia 
plans to sell cryogenic boos- 
ters to India for launching 
satellites but will not transfer, 
the technology needed to 
make them, a senior Russian 
official said Wednesday on 
\he eve of a visit by Indian 
Foreign Minister Pranab 
Mukher Jee. Alexander Be- 
likov, a deputy department 
chief at the ministry for fore- 
ign economic relations, told 
Interfax news agency that the 
sale of the boosters, through 
the Russian space agency 
Giavkosmos. "was settled 
— . t,ji r n<~ - long ago.” He said that in 

awna 5 ^ 1995 . 19 % sales of military 

hv i- r.has hardware would form the 

bulk of Russia’s exports to 
India. 
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King visits Qatar for talks on 
bilateral ties, inter- Arab relations 


DOHA (Petra) — His Majes- 
ty King Husssein on Wednes- 
day arrived in Doha on an 
official visit to Qatar during 
which he and Oatari Emir 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifah 
AI Thani will hold a mini- 
summit dealing with bilateral 
relations and means of mend- 
ing Arab fences. 

King Hussein and the de- 
legation accompanying him 
were received at the airport 
by Sheikh Hamad, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Interior 
Minister Sheikh Abdullah 
Ben Khalifah AI Thani, 
Minister of State for Royal 
Court Affairs Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Snheim AI Thani, Fore- 
ign Minister Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Jaber AI Thani, cabinet 
members, the speaker of the 
Shura Council and other 
senior officials. 

In arrival statements. Fore- 
ign Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariri commended 
Jordanian-Qatari relations 
and said the King's visit 
would contribute to enhanc- 
ing the bilateral ties. “We are 
very confident that the visit 
will be very fruitful,” he told 
reporters at the Doha air- 
port- 

The foreign minister said 
the Jordanian-Qatari talks 
will cover various fields of 
cooperation. 

The King and the Emir, he 
said. wiD deal with several 
political issues, mainly inter- 
Arab relations and regional 
and international issues. 

' In addition, Jordanian- - 
Qatari talks will address eco- 
nomic cooperation, with spe- 
cial focus on the possibility of 
Qatar supplying Jordan with 
liquified gas and exporting it 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan is sworn -in as Regent before His Majesty King Hussein’s departure to 
Qatar on an official visit (Petra photo) 


through Jordanian ports to 
other parts of the world, he 
added. 

The foreign minister said 
the talks will also cover trade 
exchange, banking matters 
and transport, noting that 
Jordan hopes to sign a pro- 
tocol governing Jordanian- 
Qatari cooperation in trans- 
port fields. 

In reply to a question on 
whether the King was car- 
rying during his visit a Jorda- 
nian initiative for lifting the 
embargo imposed on Iraq 
since its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, Mr. Khbariti said the 
“issue was very sensitive.” 

“There is no initiative in 


the real sense of the word: 
there is readiness to have a 
Jordanian initiative. The 
issue is linked to having cer- 
tain conditions,” he said. 

He added that Iraq has to 
express its will to adhere to 
all the international require- 
ments and the other interna- 
tional parties should be will- 
ing to establish dialogue with 
Iraq. “The Jordanian efforts 
are only exploratory and aim 
to measure the readiness of 
the two sides to reach a point 
where an -initiative can be 
launched, be it Jordanian or 
joint Arab. Jordan's motive 
is humanitarian and aims 
only to ease the suffering of 


the Iraqi people,” Mr. 
Kabariti said. 

“We are fully convinced 
that the suffering of the Iraqi 
people is a tragedy that will 
influence the integrity and 
unify of Iraqi lands and ... we 
believe any Iraqi weakness is 
a weakness for the Arabs as a 
whole.” he added. 

“We hope that in the near 
future, Iraq will regain its 
strength and role in the Arab 
region and be able to carry 
out a role in safeguarding 
regional security and stabil- 
ity.’’ 

Answering a question on 
the King's visit this week to 
Egypt, the minister said 


Jordanian efforts aiming to 
unify Arab ranks were well 
expressed on many occa- 
sions, noting that the King 
expressed Jordan’s readiness 
to reciprocate any steps by 
other Arab countries to unify 
ranks. 

The minister voiced hope 
that other Arab parties will 
have a true desire to mend 
fences and work for the fu- 
ture, ignoring the repercus- 
sions of the. Gulf war. 

“We want to work for the 
future. There are strategic, 
and pan- Arab considerations 
that should be remembered 

(Continued on page 7) 


Police drag settlers off West Bank hill for third time 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israeli troops drag- 
ged Jewish settlers off a West 
Bank hilltop for the third day 
Wednesday, and Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin ac- 
cused the protesters of trying 
to divide the nation. 

“We are at the beginning 
of a period where an attempt 
win be made to violate law 
and order ... and set up ficti- 
tious settlements,” Mr. 
Rabin told legislators from 
his Labour Party. “We will 
enforce the law without hes- 
titation.” 

Hundreds of settlers, angry 
over Mr. Rabin’s plans. to 
turn over parts of the occu- 
pied West Bank to Palesti- 
nian control, have been set- 
ting up makeshift neighbour- 
hoods on barren hillsdies in 
the West Bank in an effort to 
stake their claim 10 the land. 

More than 100 settlers 
were detained Wednesday 
when they refused orders to 
evacuate Dagan hill, a rocky 
bluff between the Jewish set- 
tlement of Efrat and the 
neighbouring Palestinian vil- 
lage of El Khader, 20 
kilometres south of Jeru- 
salem. In what is becoming a 
daily scene in the West Bank, 
police and soldiers wrestled 
with the settlers, including 
women and children, and car- 


ried them off to buses. 

Police said they would re- 
lease all but there — a toy 
charged with attacking police 
officers and two organisers 
accused of illegal gathering 
and entering a closed military 
zone. 

Later Wednesday, some 
200 settlers locked arms and 
marched on the jail in Jeru- 
salem where the organisers. 
Rabbi Shlomo Riskin and. 
Nadia Matar, were being 
held early in the day. 

Police pushed them back 
and at least four mounted 
police charged into the 
crowd, knocking people 
down. “Fascists” the protes- 
ters shouted. “Police state.” 

A number of settlers were 
detained, said Jerusalem 
police spokesman Shmuel 
Ben Ruby, Mr.' Ben-Ruby 
said the three detainees had 
been transferred to a diffe- 
rent police station in Tel 
Aviv. 

Settler spokesman Aharon 
Domb said settlers were pre- 
vented by police from estab- 
lishing a new encampment 
near the settlement of Beit 
El, north of Jerusalem. He 
said hundreds of settlers car- 
rying building equipment 
were making their way to a 
site near Kedumim. in the 
northern Wes Bank. 


Mr. Rabin called 4he pro- 
tests “an attempt to create a 
rift in the nation” and said 
the settlers were endangering 
their own security by divert- 
ing the very noops assigned 
to protect them. 

The escalating settler pro- 
tests come as Israeli and PLO 
negotiators hold talks in the 
Red Sea resort of Eilat on 
withdrawing Israeli troops 
from West Bank towns and 
holding Palestinian elections. 

Frustrated PLO nego- 
tiators said on Wednesday 
Israelis were stalling negotia- 
tions on expanding Palesti- 
nian self-rule into the West 
Bank. 

But Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, under press- 
ure from protests by right- 
wing Jewish settlers, said the 
talks were making good prog- 
ress. 

Outside the heavily- 
guarded hotel where the talks 
were being held, a few dozen 
settlers demonstrated against 
Mr. Rabin's plans to give the 
PLO control over most of the 
West Bank. 

The deal being negotiated 
constitute the second stage of 
the autonomy framework 
outlined in the September 
1993 Israeli-PLO accord. Af- 
ter missing numerous dead- 
lines, negotiators now re- 


portedly hope to reach agree- 
ment by early September. 

The negotiations are far 
more complex than those that 
led to the establishment of 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho a year 
ago, because of the 140,000 
settlers who live in the West 
Bank amid 1' million Palesti- 
nians. About 5,000 settlers 
live- in Gaza. 

Settler spokeswoman 
Judith Tayar said settlers be- 
lieve they will be endangered 
if Mr. Rabin gives the Palesti- 
nians control of the hills ring- 
ing West Bank settlements. 

“We believe very firmly 
that if we are not there, there 
will be terrorists there,” she 
said. “We will not let them 
turn Israel into Bosnia.” 

Chief Rabbi Yisral Lau 
told Israel radio that the 
potential conflict between the 
settlers and government sup- 
porters could lead to unpre- 
cedented dissension among 
Jews in Israel. 

“We must wake up before 
time runs out,”Rabbi Lau said 
on Israel Radio. “We must 
stop this and sit down at the 
table. If we can talk with 
enemies then why not with 
brothers?” 

A Palestinian minister, 
meanwhile, said the govern- 
ment was too soft on the 


settlers. 

“The army has done more 
against our marches,” said 
Palestinian Labour Minister 
Samir Ghousheh. “If Israelis 
not firm in dealing with the 
settlers, the West Bank will 
be in total chaos.” 

In parliament, Mr. Rabin's 
narrow coalition survived a 
no-confidence motion 
Wednesday brought by right- 
wing opposition parties 
opposed to the accord with 
the Palestinians. 

Harsh interrogation 
methods denied 

. Meanwhile, legislators' on 
Tuesday put off a request to 
renew the Shin Bet Security 
Agency's special permit for 
harsh interrogation methods, 
apparently concerned over 
the April death in custody of 
a suspected Palestinian mili- 
tant. 

Shin Bet officials and 
media reports said the secre- 
tive Knesset committee on 
Shin Bet activities instead ex- 
tended the existing licence 
for only a week while deli- 
berations continue. 

The permit was first issued 
after a Tel Aviv suicide 
bombing that killed 22 

(Continued cm page 7) 


U.N. warns of 
Croatian offensive 

Troops 
massing 
in Bihac 


ZAGREB (Agencies) — The 
United Nations warned 
Wednesday that virtually the 
entire Croatian army was 
poised to attack secessionist 
Serbs, who reportedly laun- 
ched air raids and shelled 
Croatian positions for the 
second straight day. 

Some 100,000 battle-ready 
Croatian soldiers out of a 
125,000-strong army have 
been deployed along the bor- 
der with the Croatian Serbs’ 
self-styled Krajine republic 
on the eve of crucial, last- 
ditch talks scheduled for 
Thursday in Geneva, U.N. 
spokesman Christopher Gun- 
ness said. 

The continued troop build- 
up prompted U.N. special 
envoy for former Yugoslavia 
Yasushi Akasbi to warn that 
despite the Geneva talks, the 
threat of urar spilling over 
into Croatia from western 
Bosnia was very real. 

“I hope all these voices of 
the international community 
expressing concern about the 
danger of a full-scale war will 
be heeded," he said. “It’s 
good that talks axe going to 
start tomorrow.” 

Escalating conflict in west- 
ern Bosnia has drawn Krajina 
Serbs and Croatian forces 
back into.the Yugoslav quag- 
mire, threatening a resump- 
tion of the 1991 wax tn 
Croatia, and Wednesday 
Serb forces reportedly step- 
ped up attacks on Croatian 


positions. 

Krajina Serb planes laun- 
ched air raids against Croat 
positions near the towns of 
Bosansko Grahovo and Gla- 
moc, overrun by Croatian 
army and Bosnian Croat 
forces Friday, the Bosnian 
Croat “defence ministry” 
said. 

In Naples, a NATO 
spokesman said a Serb air- 
craft had indeed entered Bos- 
nian airspace Wednesday, 
but had turned around after 
alliance aircraft enforcing 
Operation Deny Flight issued 
a warning. 

The spokesman. Captain 
Paul Mitchell, confirmed that 
low-level raids had been car- 
ried out in Bosnia Tuesday 
but added that the planes had 
withdrawn from Bosnian airs- 
pace as soon as NATO air- 
craft detecred their presence. 

Meanwhile, the Croatian 
news agency Hina said Kra- 
jina Serb forces shelled the 
town of Gospic in western 
Croatia twice Wednesday. 

After shelling Wednesday 
morning “new projectiles fell 
at about 12:40 p.m. (1040 
GMT) in the area of Gos- 
pic.” Hina said. It added that 
two shells struck the Otocac 
area about 40 kilometres 
north of Gospic. 

“It’s obvious that the Serbs 
don’t intend to stop their 
provocation.” a Croatian 
military source was quoted as 
saying. 

But the commander of 
Krajina Serb forces. Mile 
Mrksic, 'denied his forces had 
shelled the town. 

“Croatia is looking for an 
excuse to launch an attack, 
long since promised, against” 
Krajina, Mr. Mrksic was 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordanian-Bosnian 
friendship society 
announced 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A group 
of 60 prominent Jordanian 
personalities have announced 
the creation of the Jordanian- 
Bosnian Friendship Society, 
which elected former prime 
minister Ahmad Obeidat as 
president. 

The society, which groups 
Abdul Razzak Tubeishat, 
and Ra’ef Nijem, both for- 
mer ministers, among others, 
as members, is still, to be 
formally registered with the 
concerned departments, 
according to a statement fol- 
lowing the announcement at 
the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Addressing the meeting 
Mr. Obeidat noted that the 
society aims at bolstering ties 
of friendship and cooperation 
between the peoples of Jor- 
dan and Bosnia in various 
social, cultural, humanita- 
rian, economic, financial leg- 
al and scientific fields. 

He said that the society 
members will undertake acti- 
vities necessary to help 
achieve these objectives. 

The society was motivated 
by humanitarian feelings on 


the party of the Jordanian- 
Christian as well as Muslim 
people and their solidarity 
with the Bosnian nation, said 
Mr. Obeidat, adding that the 
Jordanian people have al- 
ways displayed solidarity with 
the Arab and Muslim na- 
tions. 

Jordanians have been 
deeply pained at the suffer- 
ings of the Bosnian people 
over the past three years be- 
cause they were struggling for 
freedom and for defending' 
their rights and their lands 
and their dignity, said Mr. 
Obeidat. 

The formation of this soci- 
ety serves as a reminder to 
the Arab countries that fai- 
lure to support the Bosnians 
could entail grave danger to 
the Arab and Muslim na- 
tions, added Mr. Obeidat. 

He said that the society has 
a message to the world na- 
tions in general and the Euro- 
pean countries in particular. 
It is that human rights are the 
same everywhere and there 
should be no discrimination 
among people on the basis of 
religion or ethnic origin. 


House kills proposal banning foreign investment in telecommunications 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament, 
which last week endorsed a 
draft law ending the econo- 
mic boycott of Israel. 
Wednesday took another 
step towards improving the 
investment environment in 
the Kingdom by killing a 
proposal that would have 
restricted investment in the 
telecommunications field 
to Jordan's private sector. 

The proposal, which the 
House voted down after 
two hours of heated de- 
bate, was made by Chair- 
man of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee Abdul Karim Dugh- 
ml, whose ideas are usually 
supported by the govern- 


ment. 

But the government, dis- 
missed the move as “emo- 
tional” and “harmful” to 
efforts to lure foreign in- 
vestment in the country 
and said investment should 
be open to Arab and fore- 
ign capital as well. 

“Tile Jordanian capital is 
not sufficient on its own ... 
and we wish we could 
attract capital from Arab 
and Muslim countries." 
said deputy Prime Minis- 
ter. Minister of Education 
Abdul Ra'ouf Rawabdeh. 
“We should open the door 
for (foreign) investment in 
all fields.” 

■Bui Mr. Dughmi, who 
insisted on his proposal, 
said: “I am all for invest- 


ment and I support the 
government’s policies to 
attract foreign capital to 
the Kingdom. But there is a 
difference between (fore- 
ign) investment in the eco- 
nomic sector and (foreign) 
investment in the service 
sector — an important and 
vital field that should not 
be left to foreigners." 

Mr. Dughmi said that 
foreign investment in the 
telecommunications sector 
might have serious implica- 
tions for the country. While 
he strongly called for fore- 
ign investment in the tour- 
ism sector, he saw invest- 
ment in telecommunica- 
tions, electricity, informa- 
tion and agricultural fields 
as “dangerous." 


Mr. Dughmi’s proposal 
was seconded by more than 
15 deputies who saw fore- 
ign investment in the ser- 
vices sector as a way for 
foreign domination of the 
country and monopoly over 
its resources. 

Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) deputy Ahmad 
Kofahi said that Jordanian 
capital can meet the coun- 
try’s needs. He said that 
Jordanian money in foreign 
accounts are estimated at 
more than 18 billion dinars 
and should be encouraged 
to be brought back for in- 
vestment in the Kingdom. 

IAF spokesperson Ham- 
zeh Mansour said invest- 
ment “must be rightly- 
guided." While he sup- 


ported the notion that 
national companies cooper- 
ate with foreign companies 
in initiating joint ventures. 
Mr. Mansour said that in- 
vestment should be strictly 
Jordanian or, if need be. 
could be expanded to in- 
clude Arab and Muslim in- 
vestors. 

“(National and Arab) in- 
vestment in Jordan is ham- 
pered not because of legal 
barriers but because of 
administrative difficulties.” 
he said. "There are serious 
and. undemocratic proce- 
dures too that block any 
chance for investment," he 
said. 

Centrist deputy Moham- 
mad Adoub Ziben said: 
“Privatisation and foreign 


investment do not mean 
that the country is for 
sale." 

But Mr. Rawabdeh criti- 
cised Mr. Mansour's com- 
ments on the democratic 
practices in the Kingdom 
and said: “What democra- 
cy and democratic practices 
have ro do with this. There 
should be a session to solve 
this issue once and for all.” 

Until when are we going ' 
to say this is prohibited and 
this is a taboo?” he asked. 
“And did we say no to 
Arab capital? And are we 
going to keep waiting for 
them? ... a state could not; 
be built on wishes." he 
said. 

Minister of Trade and 
Industry Ali Abut Ragheb 
said that the government 


capabilities to attract fore- 
jgn investment is limited, 
in preparation for the Mid- 
dle East and North Africa 
Economic Summit that will 
be held in October here, 
Mr. Abul Ragheb said that 
the door should be wide 
open for investment in all 
fields. 

The package of three 
law, the sales tax law, the 
income tax law and en- 
couraging investment law 
are currently being re- 
viewed by the House’s 
financial committee. They 
are expected to be en- 
dorsed in the current ex- 
traordinary session of the 
House. Until now, the 
House approved 28 out of 
91 articles of the telecom- 
munications draft law. 
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Ethiopia arrests 3 Egyptians. I 


Mubarak assassination bid 




ADDIS ABABA (AFP) — 
Ethiopia has announced the 
arrest of three Egyptians for 
taking part in a bid to assas- 
sinate Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak here and pin- 
ned responsibility on the 
Egyptian group Jaraaa Isla- 
miya. 

The fundamentalist group, 
which tried to kill Mr. 
Mubarak at least twice be- 
fore. had claimed responsibil- 
ity for the June 26 attack in a 
communique received by 
AFP’s Cairo bureau on July 4 
which said the group’s holy 
war would continue until 
“God's law" — Islamic Shar- 
ia Law — was in force in 
Egypt. 

* Egypt put the blame on 
Sudan for masterminding the 
assassination bid, which Mr. 
Mubarak survived unscathed 
as bullets bounced off his 
armoured limousine as he 
drove from the airport into 
the Ethiopian capital for a 
summit of the Oronisation 
of African Unity (OAU). 

He has escaped at least 
eight attempts on his life 
since taking power in 1981 
after the assassination of 
President Anwar Sadat. 

Ethiopia's Ministry of In- 
ternal Affairs -said in a state- 


countries," the statement 
said. 

“It has been discovered 
that he was in charge of the 
Egyptian terrorists that took 


part in the action in Ethiopia. 
He played the leading and 


’decisive role in planning the 
terrorist act and supervised 


terrorist act and supervised 
the overall operation." 

The statement named the 
three men arrested as Abdul 
Karim A1 Nadi, AJ Arab 
Sudki Hafez, and Safwat 
Hassan. 


“Presentation of evidence 
supporting the charges and 
other legal preparations 
necessary to bringing them to 
justice are well under way," 
the statement said. 

“The member of the ter- 
rorist squad who escaped 
from the country after parti- 
cipating in the operation has 
been identified as Fatbi 
Orsiraj, — real name Husain 
Ahmad Shahit Ali — who 
had been referred to in the 
media by another of his ficti- 
tious names, Siraj Moham- 
mad Hussein. 


ment carried late Tuesday by 
the official Ethiopian News 


the official Ethiopian News 
Agency that nine members of 
Jamma Islamiya carried out 
the attack and that two other 
members of the group con- 
trolled the operation from 
outside Ethiopia. 

All were Egyptian, it said. 

Two of the assailants were 
killed in the shoot-out that 
accompanied the ambush, 
along with two Ethiopian 
policemen, and security 
forces killed three more in a 
shoot-out about a week later. 

One escaped. 

One man killed in the 
shoot-out on July 1 was iden- 
tified by the ministry as the 
head of the operation, Sharif 
Abdul Rahman. 

“It has been learnt that this 
individual had gained wide 
experience by participating in 
planning and executing acts 
of terrorism in a number of 


“This person, together 
with Safwat Hassan, current- 
ly in custody, was deployed in 
providing logistical support 
like arranging for the renting 
of houses and cars and so on. 

The two men who coordin- 
ated the attempt from abroad 
weret; Mustafa Hamza, also 
known by the fictitious name 
Ibrahim, a member of the 
leadership of Jamah Islamiya', 
“who from the initial stage 
planned, supervised and 
monitored the Addis Ababa 
assassination attempt," and 
Izat Yassin, one of bis de- 
puties, the ministry said. 

“The ethiopian govern- 
ment is undertaking the 
necessary efforts to ensure 
Mustapha Hamza, Izat Yas- 
sin and the escaped terrorist 
Siraj are returned to Ethiopia 
from the country in which 
they are hiding in order to 
face justice." 

In March, 1995 an infor- 
mer for the U.S. Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, a 
key Egyptian witness in the 
lose against blind Sheikh 


Omar Abdul Rahman over 
the 993 bombing of the 
World Trade Centre in New 
York, testified that the 
Jamaa spiritual guide ordered 
him to shoot Mr. Mubarak in 
late 1991. 

In 1993. two Jamma mem- 
bers stole an anti-tank 
rocket-launcher from Egyp- 
tian army stores and planned 
to fire it at the presidential 
residence in Cairo, -but were 
arrested before they could 
carry out the attack, and 
hanged. 

In February 1994 three sol- 
diers belonging to the Jamaa 
planted explosives at the 
military airport at Sidi Barra- 
ni on Egypt's Mediterranean 
coast near the border with 
Libya. * 

They planned to set them 
off as Mr. Mubarak met Li- 
byan President Muammar 
Qadhafi. but were arrested 
and executed later that year. 

Meanwhile, Sudan's fore- 
ign minister Tuesday ack- 
nowledged a military buildup 
was underway but said that it 
was purely defensive. 

Ali Osman Mohammad 
Taha told heads of the main 
political body, the National 
Congress, there was a “mili- 
tarisation" of Sudan but said 
it was not aimed at “impos- 
ing" Sudan's views on anyone 
else. 

“Training and Jihad (holy 
war) are the shield ana 
armour to protect what is 
right in Sudan. They are not 
swords meant to terrorise 
others or impose our views 
on them,’* he said. 
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"My visit coincides with this War II Nuremberg 
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Russian Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
poses in front of a picture to the Emir of 
Kuwait Sheikh Jaber A1 Sabah at Kuwait 
Airport. Mr. Kozyrev, who arrived on the 


fifth anniversary of the invasion of Kuwait, 
urged Baghdad to comply with all U.N. 
resolution and called for a regional security 
system to prevent future wars (AFP photo) 


Iraq blames U.S., Kuwait for invasion 


Mr. Taha said Sudan was 
only preparing these people 
to defend itself and its princi- 
ples from any possible 
aggression as had happened 
in Bosnia, Somalia and 
Chechenya. 

On the dispute with -Egypt 
over the border territory of 
Halaib, Mr. Taha said Sudan 
would not pull its troops out 
but would not escalate the 
dispute into a full war, be- 
cause “the Zionists and the 
imperialists will benefit from 
this situation." 


ollah -Palestine group claims 


M carried out Israel bus bombing 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq,, 
marking the fifth anniversary 
of its invasion of Kuwait 
Wednesday, blamed the Un- 
ited States and the rulers of 
the oil-rich Gulf state for the 
events of Aug. 2, 1990. 

State-run newspapers car- 
ried front-page editorials hit- 
ting out at Washington with 
one paper saying the U.S. 
represented the “empire of 
evil" in the world. 

“The responsibility for the 
crisis does not fall on Iraq but 
on America m the fust place 
and Kuwaiti rulers in the 
second,'’ said the govern- 
ment newspaper A1 
Jumhouriya. 

It said Iraq’s decision five 
years ago to send troops into 
Kuwait was “a natural reac- 
tion" to what it described as 
plots by both the U.S. and 
Kuwait against Baghdad. 

But this year's official com- 
ments stopped short of de- 
claring Kuwait as part' of 
Iraq. During previous 
anniversaries, the official 
media, in defiant rhetoric, 
would still insist that Kuwait 
was part of Iraq. 

Late last year, Baghdad 
recognised Kuwait as an in- 
dependent state within new 
borders demarcated by a 
U.N. commission after the 
Gulf war. 

Iraqi forces invaded 
Kuwait in the early hours of 
Aug. 2, 1990, after weeks of 


. wrangling over oil production 
quotas. The Iraqi occupation 
lasted until a U.S.-led multi- 
national alliance based in 
Saudi Arabia drove out Iraqi 
troops in February 1991 after 
a six-week war. 

Jumhouriya urged Kuwait 
not to work for a continua- 
tion of sanctions on Iraq, 
which were imposed shortly 
after the 1990 invasion. 

“With unique insolence 
and stray mind Kuwaiti rul- 
ers... forget that the embargo 
will be lifted sooner or later 
and then neither America nor 
anyone else will protect them 
but their good relations with 


of the ruling Baath Party, 
wrote that “the national 
necessities and justifications 
which led Iraq to shoulder its 
responsibilities are dearer 
now than any other day." 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
said Tuesday the United" 
States will maintain economic 
sanctions against Iraq be- 
cause it has failed to comply 
fully with post-Gulf war U.N. 
resolutions. 


-painful date in the history of 
Kuwait,” be said in a state- 
ment at the start of a 24-hour 
visit for talks with senior offi- 
cials about the situation in 
the Gulf and bilateral milit- 
ary cooperation. 

He said Russia, a long-time 
ally of Baghdad's, wants to 
help stabilise the oil-rich re-' 
gjon and an important ele- 1 
ment in this was Iraqi com- 
pliance with Gulf War cease- 
fire resolutions. 

“It (Russia) is ready to. 
work within the framework 
of the Security Council to 
establish in this region a 
stable security system that 
would prevent the possibility 
of the outbreak of armed 
dispute or wars in this region 
in the future,” he said. 

“One of the most impor- 
tant elements of the security 
system in this region is the 
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The research and studies-' 
centre, a body attached to .. 
cabinet, and Ministry of 
t . fence officials have drawn 
a so-called charge sheeg, 
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full implementation by Iraq 
of the resolutions issued 
bythe U.N. Security Coun- 
cil." . . 

Mr. Kozyrev Last visited 
Kuwait in October to tiy to 
mediate an end to a 10-day 
'border flare-up with Iraq. He 
also played a key role the 
following month in securing 
Iraqi recognition of Kuwait 
as a sovereign state within 
U.N.-demaracated borders. 

Moscow has led a cam- 
paign in the U.N. Security 
Council to ease sanctions im- 
posed on Baghdad after its 
invasin. But Kuwait and most- 
of its Golf neighbours remain 
suspicious of any move to 
relax the embargo. 

Kuwait last year agreed to 
boy $760 million worth of 
arms from Moscow including 
fighting vehicles and missile 
systems. 

A U.S.-led coalition ended 
Iraq’s seven month occupa- 
tion in the 1991 Gulf War. 

-Meanwhile, a newspaper 
said Wednesday Kuwait may 
ask the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil to set up a war crimes 
tribunal to tiy 648 Iraqis in- 


Iraq,” Jumhouriya said. 
Tne official Al-Iraq nc 


. The official Al-Iraq news- 
paper, slamming Kuwait and 
its rulers, said the Gulf state 
was still carrying out hostile 
designs hatched out “in the' 
domes of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency and lobbies of 
the Pentagoon.” 

“Five years on... it is appa- 
rent that there is no limit to. 
A1 Sabah's Kuwait’s ruling 
family) hatred and black ran- 
cour against Iraq, it* lead- 
ership and people,” A1 Iraq 
said. 

“This historic, patriotic 
and nationalistic day will re- 
main forever in the hearts of 
Iraqis, honest Arabs and all 
the stragglers of the world," 
said the daily Babil, run by 
Saddam's son Oudai. 

A1 Thawra,. the newspaper 


“The policies and actions 
of the Saddam Hussein reg- 
ime continue to pose an un- 
usual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security 
and foreign policy of the Un- 
ited States as well as to re- 
gional peace and security,” 
Mr. Clinton said in a letter to 
Congtess informing it of his 
action. 


An April, 1991 U.N. 
Security Council resolution 
requires the full disclosure 
ana destruction 1 of Iraq's nuc- 
lear, chemical, biological and 
ballistic missile capability and 
ongoing monitoring to ensure 
it does not re-acquire banned 
weapons. 

The U.N. special commis- 
sion and the Vienna-based 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency have completed most 
of their work in the nuclear, 
chemical and ballistic missiles 
fields and have established a 
system of long-term monitor' 
ing. : 1 - - 
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BEIRUT <R) — A little- 
known prd-Iranian Palesti- 
nian group which refuses to 
recognise the Jewish state has 
claimed responsibility for last 
week's suicide bombing 
which killed six Israelis on a 
bus. 

Hizbollah-Palestine, which 
says it operates in the Israeli- 
occupied territories, vowed 
Tuesday to continue the 
armed struggle “until the 
state of Israel is wiped out." 

The group has in the past 
said it carried out anti-Israeli 
attacks. 

“Hizbollah-Palestine stres- 
ses that the (July. 24 bus) 
attack was carried out by one 
of its cells," a telephone cal- 
ler, claiming tc. speak on be- 
half of the group, told an 
international news agency in 
Beirut. 

“With all pride and glory- 
we announce the death of the 
heroic martyr, leader of the 
attack on the Israeli bus a 
week ago. His name' is Jamal 
Fayez Al Youssef and he is 30 
years old.” the caller said. 

The caller said Youssef — 
a Palestinian resident of 


Israeli-occupied territories 
from the Hizbollah-Palestine 
Cell of Martyr Mahmoud Al 
Khawaga — set off a bomb 
packed*" with about 20 kilog- 
rammes of explosives on the 
bus in tel Aviv. 

Hizbollah-Palestine has 


claimed responsibility' for 
several anti-Israeli attacks, 
including a 1991 assault that 
killed two Jews in the West 
Bank and a rocket-propelled 
grenade raid on an Israeli 
army post on the Golan 
Heights in 1992. 

The group is believed to be 
an offshoot of either the Isla- 
mic Resistance Movement 
Hamas or the smaller militant 
faction Islamic Jihad. 

Earlier Tuesday, Hamas' 
military wing, the Izzeddin 
Al Qassam Brigades, issued a 
leaflet claiming responsibility 
for the bombing aboard the 
commuter bus bound for Tel 
Aviv from the suburb of 
Ramat Gan. 

The leaflet, sent to an in- 
ternational news agency, 
said: 

“A group of fighters car- 
ried out a heroic operation- 
after their goal was precisely 
defined — the Dan Com- 
pany's bus Number 20 — in a 
place not far from (Israeli 
army) Chief of Staff Amnon 
Shahak’s (offices) in the 
Ramat Gan district. 

"This is what our mighty 
fighter Abu Musab achieved 
with his bomb." 

Hamas did not issue its 
usual claim in rhe form of a 
videotape of the bomber be- 
fore his mission. 

Nor did the leaflet call Abu 
Musab. a nom de guerre in 


Arabic, a “martyr" as the 
group's leaflets normally do 
when describing guerrillas 
who died while carrying out 
attacks. 

b The leaflet was dated July 
, from "Palestine." 

Hamas sources said after 
the blast the bomber was a 
West Bank resident from the 
Hamas group of Yehiya 
Ayyash, mastermind of many 
suicide bombings and a top 
activist wanted by Israel. 

Palestinian Muslim fac- 
tions have killed scores of 
Israelis in suicide bombings 
since the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) signed a 
breakthrough peace accord in 
September 1993. 

Last Tuesday. PLO police 
chief Nasser Yousef said an 
initial investigation showed 
the suicide bomber did not 
come from areas under 
Palestinian rule. 


Kuwaitis recall Resistance with sorrow, pride 
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Jihad offshoot claims 
Israel bombing 


BEIRUT (R) — Hizbollah- 
Palestine group is an elusive 
offshoot of the pro-Iranian 
Islamic Jihad. 

But the group which says it 
operates in the Israeli- 
occupied territories has also 
said it was behind other 
assaults that could not be 
substantiated or which were 
denied by Israel. 


KUWAIT (R) — “Don’t 
worry, ril be back soon," 
Ahmad Qabazard told his 
wife, cutting short a holiday 
and returning to Kuwait soon 
after Iraq's invasion five 
yeais ago. 

Six weeks later, the 33- 
year-old Interior Ministry 
official was dead, one of 
scores of Kuwaitis and Arab 
expatriates killed mounting 
both armed and peaceful 
opposition to Iraqi occupa- 

tKMIi 

In death, the glamorous 
officer, who normally worked 
as a bodyguard for visiting 
heads of state, has become 
one of dozens of heroes re- 
vered by Kuwaitis for their 
part in resisting the seven- 
month occupation launched 
on Aug. 2, 1990. 

“I said to him, ‘what if 
something happens to you, 
what would be our destiny, I 
and your children?’" retails 
his widow, Hayam Al Ibra- 
him. “But I was 200 per cent 
sure he was not coming back. 
If my husband was deter- 
mined to do something, be 
would do it.” 

Like many Kuwaiti fami- 
lies, the Qabazards were on 
their annual holiday when 
President Saddam Hussein's 
troops invaded. 


He was one of thousands of 
Kuwaiti men who returned 
home, most of them to ferry 
relatives to safety in exile 
following Iraq’s rout of 
minimal opposition by 
Kuwait's armed forces. 

But Gabazard, leaving bis 
wife and children behind in 
Bahrain, when back to fight 
the invaders. 

After three weeks of gun 
attacks on Iraqis, Qabazard, 
from one of Kuwait's leading 
families, was arrested by Ira- 
qi security men who removed 
his fingernails to try to get 
information about the resist- 
ance, his wife said. He was ’ 
executed on Sept. 16. 

“The resistance was a big 
sign of our rejection of the- 
Iraqis," she told Reuters. 

The death of activists like 
Qabazard has left a legacy of 
hatred towards all Iraqis 
among their relatives. Ibra- 
him would disapprove of. any 
future resumption of rela- 
tions with Iraq. 

“If they say the Iraqi peo- 
ple are not guilty, I say no. 
All Iraqi people are Saddam. 
Was Saddam with the army 
that stole, slaughtered and 
killed? Was Saddam there at 
the same place? Did Saddam 
see them when they killed 
and when they raped? No." 


Referring to sanctions, she 
said: “What is happening to 
them is a punishment because 
of what they have done to us. 

“They deserve more, and 
the more they suffer, the 
more pleasure, we feel. That 
is frank. I do not want to -be 
romantic." 

The resistance was re» 
corded in detail in Iraqi in- 
telligence documents cap- 
tured and published after the 
Gulf war, and some Western 
embassies have studied its 
activities to help determine 
how an affluent Gulf society 
. coped under unprecedented 
strain. 

But five years on, its story 
remains little known abroad. 
To most foreigners the most 
vivid image of Kuwaitis at 
that time is the lavish lifestyle 
of exiles living abroad on 
state handouts. 

Like the military operation 


that eventually freed Kuwait 
in February 1991, the civilian 


resistance was multi-national. 

Participants included 
Lebanese, Palestinians, state- 
less Arabs, Americans. Indi- 
ans, Filipinos, and not least 
Iraqis themselves, some of 
them Iraqi women married to 
Kuwaitis or Iraqi men mar- 
ried to Kuwaiti or Western 
women. 


Activists, many of them 
women, mounted civil dis- 
obedience, distributed food, 
money and guns; staged guer- 
rilla attacks and helped pre- 
vent the complete destruction 
of the oilfields. 

Apart from aimed action 
including suicide bomb 
attacks, activists posed as 
pro-Iraqi Palestinians to 
work as orderlies in ambu- 
lances in which they killed 
sick or wounded Iraqis being 
ferried to hospital. Others 
fed - Iraqi troops poisoned 
food. 

Kuwaiti and pro-Kuwaiti 
Iraqi women used promises 
of sex to lure Iraqi troops to 
apartments where they were 
shot dead. 

Apart from some Islamic 
groups and a resistance cell in 
the oilfields, there was little 
structure and no central com- 
’ mand. Most gun. and petrol 
attacks happened on the spur 
of the* moment. 

But the objective — to let 
the Iraqis know Kuwait -re- 
fused to live under occupa- 
tion — was successful. 

Publication in 1992 of the 
Iraqi intelligence documents 
showed the resistance kept 
the Iraqi authorities off ba- 
lance and ill at ease in hostile 
territory throughout the 


occupation. vo 

They show Iraq feared the 
security services of Saudi 
Arabia, Syria, Turkey*- 
Israel, the United States and 
Britain were also involved. 


Kuwait has issued Gulf cri- 
sis books that mention 
resistance, but there has ! 
little public hoopla to 
its deeds, and ex-membei 
are reluctant to talk about 
in detail. 


Kuwaitis deny this rel 
lack of publicity has to 
with difficult questions . 
prestige that would be^raise 
by identifying who was insid 
and who abroad in th 
occupation. 

Kuwaitis say they ao 
that their leaders had 
escape into exile after 
invasion, as their arrest ok 
execution would have caused., 
a devastating collapse 6££ 
moralfe. a‘ 

Their main concern is pref 
venting it from happening^ 
again. * *. 

Ms. Ibrahim said: “I can-: 
not forget that after the li- 
beration I saw on CNWa 
(C able News Network Telb^ 
vision) a gypsy woman with & 
baby. She said one day this! 
baby is going to recapture 
Kuwait." 
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Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church oT the Anmmdaltoa Tel. 
637440. 

De b Safle Church Tel. 661757 
Temwancta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Attnuodatioa Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tei. 63US51. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catbofic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armeniin Orthodox Church Tel. - 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tei. 
652526: 

EvangeBeal Lutheran Church Tei: 
824328. 

Gcnnanhspcakfaix Evangelical Cou- 
grqgitioa Tel: 684195 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Church of Nazarene Tct.6756Q|. 
The Evangelical Local Church in 
Amman 
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Deserts 21 '/ 37 

Jordan Valley 25/38 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman '35 Aqaba 40. Humidity 
readings: Amman 25 per cent. 
Aqaba 22 per cent. 
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NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


Bulletin stippltaf by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


Temperature are capecicd io 
drop slightly bul remaining two 
degrees Cclcius above average with 
winds northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds wUl be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


AMMAN: 
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Dr. Rairui Mzawi 894788 

Dr. Abdul Wahah A wad 846070 

Dr. Fayez Al Dabhas 759155 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairttukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644B45 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najih pharmacy 847632 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency IW 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Hrc Brigade 6I7IU1 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 8434172 

Traffic Police K96390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints ..:.v.r..... 6i 1581X1 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Ammon Municipality 

Complaints 78711! 

Telephone Information 

fdircctnry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 HU 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority owmoo 


Khaiidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Ammon Maternity .... 642362 

Mai has. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584 5 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Ahduli 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Ahduli 664 164/6 


This information h supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Oticen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (M05J2GU- 
5. where it should alwan be veri- 
fied. 


Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
AI-Bashir.J.Ashrafich 775111/26 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 


13:40 Abu Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

Ms®t Riyadh iSV* 

17:00 Rome (A2J 

HW5 Paris. Damascus (A FI 

BUS Cairo (MS) 

21*0 Dubai (EK) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:28 Beirut (odd) (ME) 

23:20 Istanbul (TK) 

OkS® London (KJ) 

01:18 Amsterdam (ItL) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 
(Terminal 1 ) 


Dubai (EK 

02:35 Amsterdam (KL 


huaz railway train' 


Dtp. Amman ... 8:00 a.ra. evay Monday ' 
Arr. Damascus Sttlp.m. every Monday.' 
Deikpamascm 7:30a.m. every Sunday : 
An-. Amman .... 5fl0 p.m. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES ^ 


* Concert fc 
The* 

*30 pm.. 


Upper /lower price in fib per kg. 


Electric Power 


IR8ID: 

Dr. Fayez Al Qadi 248743 

Ai Oud> pharmacy ( — 1 


Company 6363.11 

RJ Flight Information .... UK-532110 


Army.SMarka 801611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital « 607155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865 1W 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (69)983323 
Zarqu National Hospital 

(09)900560 

OmSina Hospital (09)9X6732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital (IWWKI 
IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Narcn Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes J hp Hospital 1 1 


St. Marv of Nazareth Church 
Swrifeb/Td. 810740 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 21/35 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Ghassan Al Faqih 906130 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


04:25 Singapore. Kuala Lumpur 
(RJ) 

05:30 Aden (RJ) 

08:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

IfcOO Calcutta (add) (RJ) 

Ufc05 Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

lOMr. Beirut (RJ) 

11:00 Cotombo (RJ) 

11:15 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

15:40 Rome (add) (RJ) 

17:38 Bangkok (RJ) 

17:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

I74W London (RJ) 

19:10 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

Z0:fa0 Romc(RJ) 

21:00 .... Ahu Dhabi. AI ‘Ain (AJ) 

80:15 Cairo. Aqaba (RJJ 

09:55 Larnoca(RJ) 


El** Beirut (RJ) 

J, Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

J? Rome (add) (RJ) 

12. JO ... Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

a At ^. DhaW - Al 'Ain (RJ) 
Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

parish 

Athens (RJ) 

lit! London (RJ) 

52 - Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

?H 5 Madrid (RJ) 


Madrid (RJ) 

™ Larnaca (RJ) 

Jr?? Jeddah (RJ) 

S'™ Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

255 £ - , A f* Dhab '- Dubai (RJ) 
22.35 KuaJfl Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 


I::::::::;:;::;;::;:;;; 

Banana (Mukammar) ...... 

S 31 ™' 220/120 ► 

Cauliflower ^ ^ 

!»/ 100 : 

Cucumbers (small) 280 / ISO- 

SSE™: '«"*• 

gg™* ZJmm 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Other Flight* fTerminal 2) 


13:00..... Dohu(Q7) 

13.-40 Shariqah(AH) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

XU ~ Beirut (ME) 

JJ-J! Damnscus. Doha (07) 

Algiers (AH) 

Abu Dtuhi. Al 'Ain. Mmcat (GF) 


/ 

: so! wo 

£3E 

* l £H n ' 

String Beans 43%/ 

&'” cton :SU 
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mrsue the war ot£ ■ 
dea at the United K By Cathy King 
Kuwait was seeki# ; ttZdn Times Staff Reporter 
xom experts ta'm£ ~ 

aw about how n a man — On the penulti- 
t C ° U 1 s» day, Wednesday, of an 
ifr* bil * on of Palestinian- 

RashaAlS?b^'^ le , Brod f ,eIS ' Soods were 
is savi** 3lr JaIe.and many exhibitors 

Kuwait's parliarofl e enlh , usec ! over ■»* ■»* 
day approved eo^ lOUl " of v ’ ,sllors - . , 
olans to abolish £ D . ce , the * xh,b,don s 
Securin' Conn whc“ n S Fnday evening 
collaborators with fe editor and company 
Baghdad's troo ? ;rat director Hashem 
driven out o: the co^dr estimated that there 
■the vote, on die been 70,000 visitors per 
fifth anniversary of it 

vasion. was passed n my estimation, since 
mously by all 41 jopehing there have been 
present in the 50-se. a million visitors,” said 
bh\ ar. AFP conr Juaaidi who added that 
said. e a number had been for- 

- - — iersr .... _ ■ 

r. Junaidi’s Hebron-' 
1C1C company, specialises 
airy products. The prod- 
occupaiioR- were not for sale, but 
They show Iraq Me " could “look and 
security services « ■” ■■ 

Arabia. Syria. Tnffering a selection of 
Israel, the United Ssse," yoghurt, milk and 
Britain were alw £•%, one sampler had 
Kuwait nai iswt-> “ a comment book: 
sis books that nu^mSite ^ Flavoursome 
resistance . but thtr;BiartiraI. 
little oublic hoopbsnng the week Mr. 
its deeds, and evtfdr stared that he had 
are reluctant :o uk* able to make contacts 
in detail. companies in Jordan, 

k'nu.-iris de n* tte'- u,r a™* America, 
lack of* publicity te 'ornately though, he 
Zith d-fri.cul; a0*n iwe to* first and last 

prestige that would fcrojhe Kingdom. 

bv identifying wh0 “ l _2 

and w ho abi** ' — 

occupation • • 

icjUiti, **; , WHA 

that ^cir iea Ssr- r rViA-Tl 

escape into ^ *■ • • •• • 

invasion, as . - 

a devastate 
morale. 

v-Sns Tw» ** ’JERASH FESTIVAL 


“Due to the law, we cannot 
open a factory here and we 
cannot export our products 
here because of the competi- 
tion with Jordanian compa- 
nies,” Mr. Juaaidi explained, 
adding that this law only 
applied to dairy products. 

A partner in a another 
Hebron-based company, 
Sadeq Neiroukh, told the 
Jordan Times that his firm 
had also established contacts 
with companies in Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

The company, which deals 
in electronic and mechanical 
balances and scales in addi- 


agreed to reduce VAT on 
metal furniture from 60 per 
cent. 

He felt though that the 
exhibition was a success. 
The turnover of visitors he 
said had been consistent 
throughout the daytime, 
becoming panicplarly busy 
in the evenings. 

Goods on display included 
clothing, shoes, ceramics', 
foodstuffs, music cassettes 
and posters and various 
equipment including indus- 
trial meat mincers. 

Nazeer Zaghal, who repre- 
sents his uncle’s West Bank 
shoe factory in Amman, 
claimed that five companies 
from Saudi Arabia had. 


lion to metal office fumi- claimed that five companies 
ture, has made.an. agreement., from Saudi Arabia had 
with a Jordanian agent fonT /’• expressed marketing their 
to become the company’s shoes there, 
agent, Mr. Nejroitkb said. ■ ^ “For 27 years Palestinian 
“Many people -looked' at ' production has not been 


our equipment, and many 
enquired about being our 
agent. It’s not easy to choose 
because there’s so much to 
be agreed upon.” 

He explained that although 
visitors appeared interested 
in the office, many were put 
off by their high cost. 

“They are expensive 
enough already, and then 
added to the price there is 
another 57 per cent VAT 
placed on (imported) metal 
furniture." 

According to Mr. 
Neiroukh, the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade Tuesday 


production has not been 
within the modem market. 
People have been enthusias- 
tic about buying Palestinian 
products. They want to do 
anything to help the ‘baby’ 
Palestinian community," Mr. 
Zaghal said. 

Recent reports noted that 
since the signing of a prefer- 
ential treatment accord 
between Jordan and the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity on May 4, Palestinian 
exports to the Kingdom 
have increased 10 fold. 

Official figures showed 
that the volume of trade 
between Jordan and the 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


again. 

“Ms. ibranin* v^-ene Ballet Company of the USA at the 
not forget $ Cultural Centre on Thursday at 8:30 


beranon i ’ ^ 


(Cable - 

^ S K° n She S2*d l11 * 'ormance by Jugnu Group at the Forum 
bbv is* 2'-' nr ’- 10 ^tirsday and Friday (7:00-9:00 p.m.) 


baby is 

Kuwait 


HUAZ 


•*ica Folklore Group of Slovakia on 
day and Friday at the Forum at 7:30 


~ e rt by Kazem AJ Sahir of Iraq at the 
ail*A v1P Theatre on Thursday and Friday at 


!££ dsb®» '-'-iij * -ert by Mu'tah University Group at the 
i ’ wr,r it “id Light Theatre on Thursday at 


Kr u-».-rr a '' 


... s.ajn.-J' 1 

CarfHP* • 

Carrrt • ■ / ' 
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gggpljn. • 
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Mufclfc6» ■ 
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Onion . . 
OranS* ■ 

■ 

prpp-;«*«n ' 
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ert by the Univesity of Jordan Group 
Sound and Light Theatre on Friday at 


jert by SL Peter Freienstein of Austria 
r»mis Steps on Friday at 9:00 pm. 

Iren's play entitled "The Strange Visi- 
; t the Sound and Light Theatre on 
?lay and Friday at 7:45 p.m. 

N 

. y recital by Samih A1 Qasim, Murid 
,»uti, Yousef Abdul Aziz, Shawqi Bzai', 
A1 Zyudi, and Nayef Abu Obeid on 
Jay at Artemis Steps on Thursday 
i:00 p.m.) 


* Recital of short stories by Caty Tu’meh at 
Gracia Theatre on Friday at 7:45 pm. 

" Moroccan play at Artemis Steps on Thurs- 
day at P.OO p.m. 

* Performance by several Jordanian groups 
at the Forum (6:30-7:45 pun.) 

* Egyptian circus at the Forum at 9i30 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Handicrafts and souvenirs at the Amman 
Citadel (9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.ra.) 

* Abstract art by Randa Qassis at the Royal 
Cuiutal Centre 

* Exhibition of Palestinian products 95 at the 
Universal Expo Centre, University Road. 

* Paintings and ceramics by Arab artists at 
Or/ali Art Gallery, Umm Utheina. 


■ Paintings by Adnan Yahyah at Darat A1 
Funun. 


■ Exhibition demonstrating the development 
of cinema over the past century at the French 
Cultural Centre. 
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Queen urges national effort to support, 
protect breastfeeding at every level 


so-called C h a , 

3Sedon 

my and mieufij! 

ar » direci tewio,* 
itnesses and^S? 
srnational hum 

r ^d he 

bribes ^ddaf, Minister Sharif Zeld Ben Shaker Wednesday discusses progress in the ongo- 
ovemmen; ^.^Wig ^nlesrinian-Israeb' negotiations over the second phase of the Oslo agreement 
ials and civiii» 'Minister of Tburism In the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) Elias Frey at 

Is of war whom **■' Ministry'. After the meeting Mr. Freij told Jordan Television that the 
ated accardins? 0s?aleslinian are holding on to their special links with Jordan and the Jordan- 
onal conventions''^ Referring to the Palestinian Israeli talks he said the two sides have 

uoted officials al so far to reach a final agreement, but he said he hoped that (he Palestinians 
It reported Abfe OII,d eventually attain their rights (Petra photo) 
juneim, the heari T 

earch and Studies - — - — - 

Tnmem'wo^xhibitors at Palestinian products show 
taftedbv C Ku™ 1 ! J | :tllTlate total number of visitors at 500,000 


Amman (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor 

Wednesday launched the 
“National Day to Protect, 
Promote and Support 

Breastfeeding by Empower- 
.ing Women” on the occasion 
of 1995 World Breastfeed- 
ing Week. 

The week’s events will 
focus on encouraging 
women to breastfeed and on 
ensuring that they are well- 
informed and have the right 
to legal protection and social 
support for breastfeeding in 
public and at work. 

Attending the launching of 
the occasion were Minister 
of Health Aref Bamyneh 
and United Nations Chil- 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) act- 
ing Area Representative 
Sima Bahous. 

In her speech, the Qtf?en 
said that she herself had 
breastfed her children for as 
long as possible and hoped 
to encourage other mothers 
to do the same. 

The Queen also accepted 
to chair a multi-national sec- 
toral national breastfeeding 
committee, which, she said, 
will "coordinate our national 
efforts to protect, promote 
and support breastfeeding at 
every level; and which will 
ensure the successful imple- 
mentation of the baby- 
friendly hospital initiative 
and the Jordanian code of 
marketing breast mi lk substi- 
tutes." 

Queen Noor commended 
the recent legislation which 
was passed by the Jordanian 
Parliament granting working 
mothers three months of 
paid maternity leave. 

She also commended Jor- 
dan’s efforts towards ensur- 
ing a supportive breastfeed- 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Wednesday addresses a gathering or mother and child health care representatives at the 
launching of the ‘‘National Day to Protect, Promote and Support Breastfeeding by Empowering Women,” held at the 
InterContinental Hotel 


mg environment and praised 
the initiatives undertaken by 
the Ministry of Health, the 
Royal Medical Services. 
UNICEF and the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
to ensure that all the mater- 
nity services in the country 
become baby friendly. 

According to UNICEF, 
breastfeeding, which saves 
the lives of more than 1.5 
million children in the 
developing world by pre- 


venting malnutrition and 
infection, offers many health 
benefits to mothers as well, 
including child spacing, 
reducing the risk of 
anaemia, osteoporosis and 
multiple sclerosis as well as 
protection against ovarian 
and breast cancer. 

There are over 3,000 baby- 
friendly hospitals world- 
wide, including two major 
public hospitals in Jordan, 
which have adopted the ”10 


steps to successful breast- 
feeding" drawn up bv 
UNICEF and WHO. 

The Ministry of Health, in 
cooperation with the Royal 
Medical Services, UNICEF 
and WHO, is planning to 
expand the baby-friendly 
initiative to all the country’s 
maiemity wards. 

Jordan has approved a 
national breastfeeding poli- 
cy and has prohibited the 


marketing of breastmilk sub- 
stitutes at all public hospi- 
tals. 

The Ministry of Health is' 
in the process of finalising a 
national code for marketing 
breastmilk substitutes that 
will prevent misleading and 
harmful commercial prac- 
tices. 

The week's events have 
been organisedby tUNIGEF 
in cooperation with the Min- 
istry of Health. 


Labour minister drills 
employment directors 
on new labour law 


AMMAN' (J.T.) — » Minister 
of Labour Nader Abu Sba’ar 
Wednesday convened a 
meeting with directors of 
employment at labour 
departments around the 
' country and demanded that 
they promptly implement a 
set of recently passed gov- 
ernment measures in dealing 
with the local labour market. 

The minister said that all 
labour departments should 
iniensiiy their inspection 
visits to factories, compa- 
nies and institutions in their 
areas even during the offi- 
cial holidays in order to 
crack down on non- Jordani- 
ans working illegally in the 
country. 

The ministry will take firm 
legal measures against vio- 
lators of the new rules espe- 
cially towards employers of 
illegal workers, be said. 

Mr. Abu Sha’ar said that 
Jordanian institutions will 
only be allowed to employ 
non-Jordanians with permits 
obtained from the Ministry 
of Labour. 

The ministry is determined 
to apply strifct government 
measures in its drive to re- 


organise the labour market, 
Mr Abu Sha’ar stressed 

The minister outlined the 
government’s instructions 
on employment of foreign 
labourers to the labour offi- 
cials and emphasised that as 
of July 25 no foreign work- 
ers will be allowed to work 
in the country without a 
valid work permit from the 
ministry. 

Work permits are to be 
obtained in advance of 
arrival into the country and 
are to be endorsed by the 
ministry’s attaches in Jor- 
danian embassies abroad, 
Mr. Abu Sha’ar said. 

Out of nearly 260,000 
non-Jordanians working in 
the Kingdom only 42,000 
have been found to have 
legally acquired work per- 
mits, the minister said 

Mr. Abu Sba’ar instructed 
officials to coordinate their 
work with local governors, 
chambers of commerce, the 
Farmers’ Association, the 
Jordanian Contractors’ 
Association and other con- 
cerned authorities in the re- 
organisation of the local 
labour market . 



Three parties merge ‘in 
view of political situation’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Three 
Jordanian political parties 
have decided to merge to 
form the Jordanian Unionist 
Democratic Party, according 
the secretaries general of 
the merging parties. At a 
press conference Wednes- 
day the heads of the Jordan- 
ian Democratic Progressive 
Party, the Jordanian Social- 
ist Democratic Party and the 
Jordan Arab Democratic 
Party announced the forma- 
tion of the new political 
group. 

Two Lower House of Par- 
liament members, Bassam 
Haddadin and Mustafa 
Shneikat have become 
members of the new party 
which comprises prominent 
political figures, according 
to the new party spokesman, 
Issa Mdanut . 

Mr. Mdanat told the press 
(hat there will be no need for 
the new party to request and 
offical licence from the 
Minisuy of Interior because 
each one of the three parties 


was already legally regis- 
tered. 

In explaining the reason 
for the merger, Mr. Mdanat 
said that each of the three 
parties had similar views in 
terms of political issues, 
adding that the merger was 
deemed essential in view of 
the political situation and 
the requirements for joint 
efforts to deal with the com- 
ing stage. 

Members of the three par- 
ties have been enthusiastic 
about the merger and 
pledged to work together for 
common causes, Mr. 
Mdanat said. He said he 
expected the constituent 
assembly, which will be 
convened on Sept. 17, will 
endorse the new party's 
political programmes. 

Mr. Mdanai said the party 
welcomes new members, 
and the political manifesto 
which is expected to emerge 
from the September meeting 
will outline the new political 
ideology of the new party. 


Minister of Water and Irrigation Saleh Irsheidat, a representative of a local firm and 
French Ambassador to Jordan Bernard Bajolet share a humourous moment while sign- 
ing a JD 4.5 million contract to lay a new water pipeline from the Jordan Valley to-Irbid 
Govemorate (Petra photo) 

JD 4.5m pipeline to solve 
Irbid's drinking water woes 

French loan to cover 18-month project 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — A JD 4.5 
million tender was awarded 
Wednesday to a lo^aJ firm 
by the Ministry of Water and 
litigation to lay a 30-kilo- 
metre pipeline for the supply 
of drinking water from 
Masharee district in the Jor- 
dan Valiev lo the Irbid Gov- 


Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation Saleh Irsheidat, who 
signed the contract, said that 
the project is to be financed 
by a French soft loan and 
will be completed in one and 
a half years. 

Speaking at the signing 
ceremony, the minister said 
that the pipeline is expected 
io supply up to 10 million 
cubic metres (man) of water 
to the Irbid area which has 
been plagued by water 
shortages. 

The project is one of sev- 
eral projects that are part of 
a peace project scheme 


financed by the European 
Union (EU), the minister 
said. 

International consultants 
have been involved jn draw- 
ing up engineering plans for 
these projects. 

French Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Bernard Bajolet, who 
was present as a signatory at 
the ceremony, said he was 
satisfied with the agreement, 
which he described as a vital 
project for the Irbid region's 
water supply needs. 

Mr. Bajolet said his gov- ' 
eminent will continue to 
provide water and environ- 
ment assistance to Jordan. 

The French' government 
has already proposed assis- 
tance to Jordan in a project 
which involves drawing 
water from the Yarmouk 
River in the north alongside 
the King Abdullah Canal to 
a main station at Deir Alla 
from where the water will be 


pumped to Amman through 
an existing pipeline, Mr. 
Bajolet said. 

The projected pipeline 
from the Yarmouk River to 
Deir Alla would be 65 kilo- 
metres long and will cost 
$40 million to extend. It. will 
secure an additional 45 mem 
of water annually, according 
to the ambassador. 

Ministry of Water and Irri- 
gation sources said that the 
deal signed Wednesday 
involves laying the 30-kilo- 
metre, 24-inch diametre 
pipeline from Masharee to. 
the Jordan Valley, in addi- 
tion to installing pumping 
stations, water towers and 
water purification stations. 

The agreement was also 
signed by the manager of the 
local firm and the Ministry 
of Water and Irrigation Sec- 
retary-General Qusay 
Quteishat . 
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< *' Taiwan’s Lee welcomes 100- I China expels 2 U.S. air force officers 


year peace pact with China 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan Presi- 
dent Lee Teng-Hui said 
Wednesday he would wel- 
come a 100-year peace treaty 
with China, saying thJt would 
help the reunification of the 
two rivals. 

“To create opportunities 
for China’s peace and reuni- 
fication... if the 100-year 
peace treaty (with China) can 
be done, it is even more 
welcome. This is the best 
solution." Mr. Lee told the 
National Assembly, broad- 
cast on Independent Televi- 
sion Broadcasting Satellite. 

“The question, how to 
work on it." Mr. Lee said in 
apparent reference to a trea- 
ty. “We should strengthen 
mutual trust and rationality 
to achieve it." 

Taiwan and China have 
been rivals since the end of 
the Chinese Civil War in 
1949. Both governments say 
they want eventual reunified- ' 
tion, but on different terms. 

Gradually improved rela- 
tions have plunged since Mr. 
Lee’s private visit to the Un- 
ited States in June. China has 
regarded Taiwan as a re- 
negade province since 1949 
and objects to contact . be- 


tween Taiwan and other 
countries. 

China postponed high- 
level talks with Taiwan after 
Mr. Lee’s U.S. visit and con- 
ducted missile tests north of 
the island last month, trigger- 
ing massive fears and plung- 
ing stock and foreign ex- 
change markets. 

Meanwhile, Taiwan's De- 
fence Ministry said Wednes- 
day it h$d not received any 
information about a planned 
military exercise around Oct. 
10 announced by President 
Lee. 

The.exercise is planned for 
National Day. Oct. 10, but 
was not being staged in re- 
taliation to China’s recent 
missile tests north of the is- 
land. state-funded Chinese 
Television System quoted 
Defence Minister Chiang 
Chung-Ling as saying. 

Mr. Chiang. who declined 
to comment on the exercise, 
said on state-funded radio: 
“Ask The Spokesman’s 
Office." 

“We have not yet received 
any information' about the 
exercise. We will issue a for- 
mal notice if there is one.** an 


official at the spokesman's 
office said by telephone. 

Mr. Lee told the National 
Assembly Tuesday that a 
military exercise “with cer- 
tain scales” would be held 
around Oct. 10 to display the 
island’s defensive ability and 
firepower. 

He said China's recent mis- 
sile tests aroused Concern 
and there was a need to show 
the people that Taiwan's 
military power was on the 
right track. 

“We may hold an exercise 
with certain scales before or 
after the double ten (Oct. 10) 
festival. Please come and in- 
spect, then you will under- 
stand our military’s firepower 
and combat ability," Mr. Lee 
told the National Assembly. 

The China Times Express 
newspaper reported Wednes- 
day that the exercise, named 
Hua Hsin, would be held 
before Oct. 10 at a navy base 
in Tsuoyin in southern 
Kaohsiung and Mr. Lee 
would obserye it. 

The army, the navy and the 
air force would all join the 
exercise, the newspaper said. 

ITaiwan-China relations 


S.Koreans to join team inspecting 
North Korea nuclear reactor site 


plunged after Mr. Lee’s pri- 
vate visit to the United States 
in June. China has postponed 
scheduled high-level talks 
with the island. 

. The atmosphere further 
worsened over China's mis- 
sile tests, which triggered 
massive fears in Taiwan and 
caused the stock and foreign 
exchange markets to tumble 
last momh. 

Beijing has recently res- 
tated its threat to recover the 
island by force and Chinese 
Defence Minister Chi Hao- 
tian said on Monday the Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Army would 
not give up the threat of force 
against Taiwan if the island 
tried to declare independ- 
ence. 

Both Taiwan and China 
claim they want reunifica- 
tion. but on different terms. 

Mr. Lee. who has said re- 
peatedly he objects to inde- 
pendence. told the assembly 
he was pleased with Taiwan's 
recent military exercises. 

“I feel very confident ab- 
out our defensive power... I 
think you should put your 
heart at ease," he said Tues- 
day. 

Diarrhoea 

epidemic 

kills 


BEIJING (AFP) — China 
Ordered the -expulsion 
Wednesday of two U.S. Air 
Force officers for spying on 
military facilities, dealing a 
major blow to efforts to re- 
solve the current crisis in 
Sino-U.S. relations. 

The Foreign Ministry said 
the 24-hour expulsion order 
had been issued Wednesday 
morning 'on Joseph Wei 
Chan, air force liason officer 
with the U.S. consulate- 
general in Hong Kong, and 
his deputy, Dwayne Howard 
Florenzie. 

It was not immediately 
clear where the 'two officers 
were being held or whether 
the expulsion order had been 
carried out. 

The men were caught “on 
the spot" by Chinese soldiers 
on July 29 in a restricted 
military zone in southeast 
China, said Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Shen Guofang, 
quoted by the official Xinhua 
News Agency. He added that 
_ they had “illegally acquired 
'military intelligence by 
photographing and video- 
taping.” 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment in Washington said it 
was aware of the expulsions 
of the attaches but had no 
immediate comment to 
make. 

But the incident will fuel 
the crisis in Sino-U.S. rela- 
tions. which have been in a 
downward spiral ever since 
the controversial ‘"private” 
visit of Taiwanese President 
Lee Teng-Hui to the United 


States in June, analysts said. 

Beijing, which views 
Nationalist Taiwan as a re- 
negade province, strongly de- 
nounced the visit, recalled its 
ambassador from Washing- 
ton and cancelled planned 
Sino-U.S. defence talks in 
retaliation. 

The expulsion was 
announced the same day as' 
U.S. officials voiced hopes 
that the deterioration of ties 
had "bottomed out” follow- 
ing talks between U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and Chinese 
Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen in Brunei. 

The talks Tuesday, on the 
sidelines of a meeting of the 
Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
had marked the firet tentative 
steps at patching up ties that 
have also been strained by 
the arrest last month in China 
of U-S. human rights activist 
Harry Wu on espionage 
charges. . 

Observers suggested that 
the expulsion of the two air 
force officers would provide 
Beijing with another weapon 
to attack Washington when 
Mr. Qian and Mr. Christ- 
opher meet again in Septem- 
ber. 

According to the Foreign 
Ministry spokesman, Mr. 
IChan and Mr. Florenzie en- 
tered China on July 23. hav- 
ing applied for visas on the 
grounds of holding consulta- 
tions with the U.S. embassy 
in Beijing and other 
consulate-general personnel- 
in the country. 


Having entered the coun- 
try, “they sneaked into a 
number of restricted military 
zones in China’s southeast 
coastal areas,” Mr. Shen 
said, adding thar the expul- 
sion order had been issued by 
the state security authorities. 

The authorities have car- 
ried out in investigation into 
the case and “the facts are 
clear and irrefutable." Mr. 
Shen said, stipulating that the 
two officers had violated 
Chinese laws on the protec- 
tion of military facilities, 
state security and the control 
of aliens entering and exiting 
the country. 

Their activities have also 
“seriously undermined Chi- 
na’s national security," he 
added. 

The expulsion order was 
relayed to the U.S. charge 
d'affaires Scott Halford in 
Beijing at 10 a.m. (0200 
GMT) Wednesday, Xinhua 
reported. 

The government lodged a 
strong protest with Mr. Hal- 
ford, who is currently in 
charge of the embassy as it 
awaits a new ambassador, 
and demanded assurances 
that similar incidents would 
not occur in the future. 

While no concrete resolu- 
tions of the various disputes 
between Beijing and 
Washington emerged from 
the Qian-Christopher meet- 
ing in Brunei, both sides 
agreed to resume lower-level 
talks as well as scheduling the 
September talks between the 
two ministers. 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Despite past efforts by North 
Korea to limit the role of its 
Southern rivals. South Ko-. 
reans will be included in a 
team inspecting a proposed 
North Korean nuclear reac- 
tor site, a U.S. official said 
Tuesday. 

Two new reactors, funded 
by an international consor- 
tium led by South Korea, 
Japan and the United States, 
will replace -a reactor that 
U.S. officials have said could 
produce fuel used in nuclear 
weapons. 

In negotiations with the 
United States. North Korea 
has repeatedly sought to ex- 
clude South Koreans. 

But Rdbert Gallucci, assis- 
tant U.S. secretary of state, 
insisted that North Korea will 
haVe^aMept itsxivals when 
the inspection team arrives in 
late August or early Septem- 
ber tp' prepare the site for 
construction of the South 
Korean-designed reactors. 

“We have insisted that 
South Korea will pay a cen- 
tral role in this light water 
reactor project,” Mr. Galluc- 
ci said. 

A spokesman for the North 
Korean delegation to the Un- 
ited Nations refused to com- 


ment Tuesday. 

Mr. Gallucci spoke at a 
news conference at the U.S. 
mission to the United Na- 
tions following the first 
general meeting of the Ko- 
rean Peninsula Energy De- 
velopment Organisation. 

The consortium was cre- 
ated in march to implement a 
U.S.-North Korea accord to 
replace North Korea's 
plutonium-producing reactor 
at Yongbyon with light water 
reactors that cannot easily 
convert fuel to weapons- 
grade material. 

North Korea, which has 
bad tense relations with 
South Korea since the end of 
the Korean War in the 195Qs, 
had objected to South Ko- 
rean models. But final terms 
were worked out between 
U.S. and North... Korean . 
negotiators in : Malaysia ..in’ 
eariy June. 

U.S. officials have sus- 
pected Pyongyang of de- 
veloping a nuclear weapons 
programme. 

Consortium officials have 
received commitments from 
several nations to help fi- 
nance the S4.5 billion pro- 
ject. Mr. Gallucci said most 
of the cost will be paid by 
South Korea and Japan. 


Under the accdrd, the Un- 
ited States promised to pro- 
vide North Korea with heavy 
fuel oil until the new reactors 
could be built. 

Mr. Gallucci said that 
could amount to 500.000 met- 
ric tonnes of fuel oil worth 
about $50 million each year. 
The United States has sent 
150.000 metric tonnesso far 
this year and is hoping' mem- 
bers of the consortium will 
help pay future costs. 

The consortium also is 
charged with removing and 
safely disposing of thousands 
of spent fuel rods, a process 
Mr. Gallucci said was pro- 
ceeding with cooperation 
from North Korean officials. 

The consortium will be 
headed by Stephen Bos- 
i worth v an American,. Its de-- 
t puty executive, directors will 
be Choi YouogJin of South 
Korea 'and Umezu Itaru of. 
Japan. 

The prime contractor for 
the two planned reactors will 
be Kempco, the South Ko- 
rean Electric Utility. 

The Netherlands Tuesday 
offered $500,000 to help re- 
place North Korea's nuclear 
reactors, the Dutch Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement. 


hundreds in Pakistan gang leader killed in gunbattle 

Bangladesh KARACHI (AP) — The were killed by 10 heavily police discovered Mr. Dada 
O man toDoine Pakistan's list of armed oolice officers, said in the bullet-ravaged card. 


U.S. to admit fewer refugees 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Clinton administration 
plans to admit 20,000 fewer 
.refugees in fiscal 1996, large- 
ly because the number of 
Vietnamese eligible for re- 
fugee status is declining. 

For years, the United 
States has operated special 
programmes for the Viet- 
namese children of American 
soldiers who served in Viet- 
nam and for former officials 
of the U.S.-backed Saigon 
regime sent to reeducation 
camps after the Communist 
triumph. 

Resettlement of those 


eligible is almost completed. 
Under Secretary of State Pe- 
ter Tamoff told the Senate's 
judiciary committee Tues- 
day, and these programmes 
are being phased out. 

Mt- Tamoff said President 
Bill Clinton is proposing a 
refugee ceiling of 90.000 foT 
the next fiscal year, com- 
pared with the current figure 
of 110.000. 

Meanwhile, at a downtown 
news conference, the private 
Centre for Immigration Stu- 
dies estimated that overail 
immigration in the United 
States declined by 59,000 to 


more than 1.2 million in the 
last fiscal year. It was the first 
decline since 1991. 

Centre spokesman John 
Martin predicted that this 
year's overall immigration fi- 
gure would be much like 
1994's. He said the- down- 
ward immigration trend re- 
sults from numerous small 
causes but agreed that phas- 
ing out of the refugee prog- 
ramme for children of Amer- 
ican soldiers in Vietnam was 
an important one. 

“We may be on a plateau, 
but it’s too early to tell.” he 
said. 


Janet Reno defends Waco decision 


; DHAKA (AFP) — Up to 
1.500 people have been lulled 
in a diarrhoea epidemic that 
has swept Bangladesh where 
I experts said Wednesday the 
situation was “extremely 
grave.” 

Press reports said as many 
as 1,500. people, mainly chil- 
j dren and elderly, had died 
from the disease in flood hit 
regions since May. Health 
officials said 1,000 people- 
I had died since January. 

But the International Cen- 
, tie for Dianhoeal Disease 
and Research (ICDDR) in- 
Bangladesh also issued an 
emergency, alert for the.capit- . 
-atrwrttc its' teenringcpopu^-r; 
tioti of eighrmfilforis. : 

! •/" Up .toe '450 jja dents ; were 
reporting daily to the centre, 
□early twice the average 
number of past years, the 
ICDDR said in a statement. 

“We are witnessing an 
epidemic and emergency," 
said Demisse Habte, the cen- 
tre director, describing the 
situation as “extremely 
grave." 

Thousands of people 
across Bangladesh have been 
hit by the illness after half of 
the country was submerged 
by monsoon floods in July — 
the worst in six years. 

Health officials said di- 
arrhoea, which kills by de- 
hydration unless treated 
quickly, was normal at this 
ame of the year. 

But receding floods had 
left contaminated water and a 
serious health situation, they 
said. And the Meteorological 
Department has warned of 
fresh flooding this month 
forcing the government to 
prepare contingency plans for 
a new crisis. 

The ICDDR assistant 
director, Graham Wright told 
AFP the centre's warning was 
based on cases reported to 
the hospital, which was over- 
flowing with patients. 


KARACHI (AP) — The 
man topping Pakistan's list of 
most-wanted suspects was 
shot and killed early Wednes- 
day in a gunbattle with-polioe 
in this troubled port city. 

Farooq Dada. implicated 
in scores of killings, extortion 
attempts and kidnappings, 
was hauling weapons from 
one neighbourhood to 
another when police tried to 
stop his vehicle, said Khalid 
Tipu. a police spokesman. 

Mr. .Dada and his three 
companions opened fire but 


were killed by 10 heavily 
armed police officers, said 
Mr. Tipu. 

He said police were tipped 
off that weapons were being 
moved out of the troubled 
Malir district in eastern 
Karachi but he said Mr. 
Dada's involvement was a 
bonus. 

“We had this area under 
surveillance and when this 
car came by we ordered them 
to stop, but instead they 
opened fire," he said. 

When the shooting stopped 


police discovered Mr. Dada 
in the bullet-ravaged card, 
along with 13 automatic rifles 
and a rocket propelled gre- 
nade launcher. 

Police said there was a ,1.5 
million rupee ($S00.,000) re- 
ward for Mr. Dada’s capture. 

Mr. Dada was a member of. 
the Mohajir Qaumi Move- 
ment (MQM), a militant 
ethnic group that has dashed 
with authorities in Karachi, 
the country's finandal- and 
industrial centre. 


Hurricane brings winds, rain 
but littlei damage to Florida 


FORT PIERCE, Fla (R) — 
Hurricane Erin swept- ashore 
on Florida's east coast early 
Wednesday, raking central 
areas of the state with high 
winds and . heavy rain as it 
headed towards the Gulf of 
Mexico- 

Erin, rated a minimal hur- 
ricane with highest sustained 
winds of 85 miles per hour 
(137 kmph). bfew down pow- 
er lines around Vero Beach 
and Fort Pierce, about 150 
miles (230 km) north of 
Miami. Gusts toppled some 
trees and rattled street signs, 
but apparently caused little 
damage, according to early 
reports. 

“Maximum sustained are 
near 85 mph, and weakening 
is likely after the storm 
moves over land,” the 
National Hurricane Centre 
said in an update on the 
storm's progress. 

Erin's arrival had been ner- 
vously awaited — the last 
hurricane to strike Florida 
was Andrew in 1992, a killer 
storm that left 35 dead and 
250.000 homeless and caused 
more than $20 billion in dam- 
age. 

Local emergency managers 
kept police and emergency 


workers on standby and 
warned residents to stay in- 
side as the storm remained 
over the Florida peninsula, 
but local media reports indi- 
cated some residents were 
leaving hurricane shelters in 
the eariy morning hours to 
return home. 

Emergency officials had 
ordered 100.000 residents of 
luxury flats and beach homes 
on barrier islands off central 
'. Florida to evacuate, but it 
was unclear how many 
heeded the warning, which 
was issued late Tuesday after- 
noon. 

“Look like we made it 
through the night,” said Palm 
Beach County Assistant 
Administrator Patrick Miller. 

The hurricane's immediate 
threat was rain — between 
three and six inches (7-15 cm) _ 
was expected — and surging ’ 
ocean storm tides of 5-1 0 feet 
| L5 to 3 metres). . 

■frees bent and branches 
loose in the high winds, 
which sent garbage can lids 
and other loose debris shoot- 
ing along roadways. 

Residents who called local 
television stations sqid the 
storm was blowing out power 
transformers in some neigh- 


™L™ u !J ted India to hold Kashmir polls ‘when conducive 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
U.S. Artc.iiey General Janet 
Reno defended her decision 
to use teargas in the bloody 
raid on a religious cult’s com- 
pound but said the fiery 
deaths of children there “will 
be with me for the rest of my 
life." 

Testifying at the end of 
hearings by two subcommit- 
tees of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. Ms. Reno rebuf- 
fed persistent attempts by 
majority Republicans 'to 
blame President Bill Clinton, 
a Democrat, for what went 
wrong at Waco, Texas. 

Branch Davidian leader 
David Koresh and 80 follow- 
ers died at Wace by fire or 
gunfire on April 19, 1993. six 
hours after the FBI started 
filling the compound with 
teargas. 

One of the' two Republi- 
cans chairing the 10-day hear- 
ings, Representative Bill 
Zeliff. suggested that Mr. 
Clinton made the decision 
and that he improperly dis- 
tanced himself from it. 

“American tanks were 
turned on American citizens 
without the approval of any- 
one who was politically 
accountable,” Mr. Zeliff said 
in his closing statement. 


Ms. Reno insisted, as she 
has (torn the day the gas was 
used, that the decision was 
hers and that Mr. Clinton 
pledged to “back me up" 
when she explained what the 
FBI was going to do. 

“I made the best judgment 
I could based on everything I 
had available," she said. 

The deaths, which the gov- 
ernment termed a mass 
suicide in fires set by the 
Davidrans, ended a 51-day 
standoff that began with a 
Feb. 28 shootout that left six 
Davidians and four federal 
agents dead. 

A final report won’t be 
ready for months, bur law- 
makers on both sides agreed 
that the hearings had de- 
bunked various conspiracy 
theories about what hap- 
pened at Waco. 

Throughout the hearings. 
Republicans criticised actions 
by the FBI, the Justice De- 
partment and the Federal 
Bureau of Alcohol. Tobacco 
and Firearms, which tried to 
serve warrants at the com- 
pound. But the FBI’s use of 
teargas came in for special 
scrutiny. 

Mr. Zeliff said that deci- 
sion had led to the deaths of 
Koresh and his followers. 

“Koresh was the bomb.” 


he said. “We lit the fuse." He 
softened his position in his 
closing statement, saying 
Koresh was responsible for 
the -deaths. 

Ms. Reno said she initially 
rejected the gas plan but 
agreed to it after military 
experts told her the gas 
would not be harmful to chil- 
dren who were inside the 
compound. Other factors in 
'her decision, she added, in- 
cluded FBI reports that the 
group had fresh water and 
enough food for up to a year, 
the likelihood that reported 
child abuse would continue, 
the fatigue of the specially 
trained hostage rescue team 
and a concern that a private 
militia group might head to 
Wace “either to help Koresh 
or attack him." 

At several points in her 
eight hours of testimony, Ms. 
Reno talked about thinking 
about the children at the 
compound. 

“f stayed awake at night, 
wondering what was the right 
thing to do.” she said. "What 
about the children?" 

“Those-children. no matter 
how they were found, the fact 
that they are dead is a 
tragedy that will be with me 
for the rest of my life. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — The 
Indian government said 
Wednesday that it will hold 
legislative elections in the 
state of Kashmir, which were 
put off in July, when the 
situation permits. 

Bhavanesh Chaturvedi. 
minister of state in the prime 
minister's office, informed 
parliament that Lhe govern- 
ment was doing its best to 
restore normalcy to the 
northern state wracked by 
Muslim insurgency. 

“A decision to hold free 
and. fair elections in Kashmir 
will be taken in consultation 
with Election Commission 
when the situation becomes 
conducive.” he said in the 
Lok Sabha. or lower house. 

The government was keep- 
ing a close watch on the 
situation, and “had already 
initiated a number of steps to 
encourage lhe political pro- 
cess there and to create con- 
ditions for free and fair 
polls," Mr. Chaturvedi said. 

Steps taken included sus- 
tained operations against 
Muslim separatists, reactivat- 
ing the civil administration, 
and providing facilities for 
politicians to interact with the 
electorate, he said. 

Kashmir, where a bloodv 


Muslim separatist drive has 
left more than 12.000 people 
dead since 1989. ^has been 
ruled directly by New Delhi 
since January 1990 after an 
elected government was sack- 
ed. 

Fresh elections were to be 
held to pick a new Kashmir 
legislature in July but were 
postponed indefinitely fol- 
lowing an escalation,™ vio- 
lence after the burning of an 
Islamic shrine in May. 

* Muslim militants have re- 
peatedly refused to take part 
in any election, saying they 
will only be satisfied with an 
end to Indian rule over Kash- 
mir, the country's only 
Muslim-majority state. 

Mr. Chaturvedi also told 
MPs that the government had 
beefed up security in the 
troubled Kashmir Valley af- 
ter the kidnapping of five 
foreign tourists by Muslim 
guerrillas last month. 

“Patrolling in sensitive 
areas as well as tourist resorts 
has been intensified, and 
pickets manned by security 
.forces (have been) estab- 
lished to check recurrence of 
such incidents," he said. 

But Mr. Chaturvedi gave 
no details of the attempts to 


trace the two Britons, an 
American, a German and a 
Norwegian. 

The Britons and the Amer- 
ican were seized by the A1 
Faran militant group on July 
4 from Kashmir's moun- 
tainous region of Pahalgam. 
The other two were seized by 
the group four days later. 

. AI Faran is demanding the 
release of 21 jailed militants 
in exchange for the five. New 
Delhi has rejected the de- 
mand. On Tuesday, the re- 
bels said one of the hostages 
was seriously ill but did not 
identify him. 

Meanwhile, police warned 
Wednesday of possible bomb 
Masts in Bombay in the wake 
if two powerful explosions in 
Ksbmir. 

■A police statement said 
H> major bomb blasts in 
Hshmir’s winter capital Jam- 
mu and the Vecovery of an 
unexplodcd bomb in New 
Delhi indicated that Bombay 
could be the next target. 

“The possibility of similar 
blasts being set off in Bom- 
bay cannot be ruled out." the 
statement said, urging people 
to be alert while travelling on 
public transport and in 
crowded places. 

Uie police said railway and 


bus stations, movie halls arid 
crowded market places were 
the likely targets, and asked 
citizens to look out for un- 
claimed objects such as radio 
sets and bags. 

Twenty people were killed 
and W others injured when a 
bomb hidden inside a scooter 
exploded in Jammu on July 
20. A Hindu pilgrim died in a 
second blast in the citv six 
days later. 

Muslim separatist groups 
fighting Jo end Indian rule 
over Kashmir have claimed 
responsibility for the bomb- 
mgs. 

Around the same time as 
the Jammu blasts, police de- 
tected a powerful bomb in a 
New Delhi railway station. 

Some 320 people were kil- 
led in Bombay in a siring of 
blasts on March 12. 1 993 
which lhe authorities blamed 
on Muslim members of the 
underworld wanting to 
avenge the Decern ber 199*» 
razing of a 16th centurv mos- 
que by Hindu fanatics. - 

The explosions at the Bom- 

dh E,chan S e - Air In- 
aia headquarters and other 

prominent landmarks injured 

hundreds and destroyed 
P^perly worth millions' of 



bourfapods and, heavy rain 
was' pooling on low-lying 
streets and in parking lots. 

“I'm scared to death," said 
a woman who identified her- 
self as Doris Hurst, reporting 
eerie blue flashes as transfor- 
mers exploded at the electric 
poles outside her home. 

■ Hurricane warnings re- 
mained in effect for the east 
coast of the state as Erin 1 
swept west-northwest across 
the state on a path that would 
take it near Disney World in 
Orlando before emerging in 
the Gulf of Mexico. Erin 
could regroup over the warm 
waters and threaten other 
coastal areas, forecasters 
said. 

The National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration 
rolled the shuttle Endeavour 
from its seaside launch pad 
back to the safety of its mam- 
moth assembly building at 
Cape Canaveral Tuesday, 
and workers at the Magic 
Kingdom left their jobs early. 

Erin surprised residents of 
central Florida. It was ex- 
pected to slam into Miami 
and Fort . Lauderdale, but 
veered to the nonh during its 
last 24 hours over the Atlan- 
tic Ocean. 


Jane Austen 
might have been * 
lesbian — schoUrtr| 

LONDON (Rj --An 
jean viofessor stoked a iiteh 
ary row by claiming that 18tfr 
century English society 
novelist Jane Austen may 
have had a Jtsbian rela- 
tionship with her sister. In .ah. 
article headlined “was Jane 
Austen gay?” Teny C^ 
professor of English at Cafi- 
fornia’s Standford Universe 
ty. noted tbatthe Jane shaitdi 
a bed for years with her sister 
Cassandra. After a review Of 
Austen’s letters. Prof. Castle 
noted that Jane tamed down | 
two offers of marriage -and 1 
she commented on the “pas-, 
sionate nature of the sibling _ 
bond,” ’ between* the two 
women. Austen, author of 
Pride And Prejudice, Emma ■ 
and a string of other witty . 
observations of English 1 ' 
middle-class life, died unmar- 
ried in 1817 at the age of 43. 

■ “The conventions of 19th- 
century female -sociability 
may have provided- the neces- 
sary screen behind, which 
both women acted out uncon- 
scious narcissistic or 
homoerotic imperatives,” 
wrote Prof. Castle in the 
London Review of Books. 
Austen scholars hit back 
angrily, saying Prof. Castle 
was poorly informed about 
English social history. % “It 
shows such ignorance of the 
domestic conditions of the 
time because people didjgfep 
in each others* beds. It*|s a 
natural thing, partly because 
they didn't have central heat- 
ing,” said Elizabeth Jenkin£ 
one of Austen’s biographers. 
Another Austen expert, 
Claire Tomalin said “I think 
it’s about as likely that Jane 
Austen was gay as that she 
was found out to be a man." 

Britain’s Globe . 
names artistic . 
director g 

LONDON (AP) — British 
actor Mark Rylance wife 
named Tuesday the first art^ 
tic director of the rebuild 
Globe theatre, the famoif 
“Wooden O'* that was 
to Shakespeare’s kings* hot 
nearly four centuries agd 
The inaugural Globe seasdfr 
will be launched next May 
with a summer repertory. cif 
four plays, two of them by 
the^-Bard, smd Rylance, 
meeting -the ftrissr hearty a 
week after a Toridon news- 
paper teake&his' appoint- 
ment. The slightly built, ge- 
nial Rylance — boro 35 years 
ago in England but raised in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
said be wanted a core com- 
pany of 30 to 35 acton to. 
constitute a true 1 ensemble. 
No Specific actors or directas 
were named. The Ap&v 
Globe, a three-tiered struc- 
ture situated on the South 
‘Bank of the Thames, fulfills a 
long-held dream of American 
actor Sam Wanamaker, who 
died at the age of 74 in 
December 1993 . 1 The entire 
Globe centre, encompasshg 
two theatres, a restaurant) 
exhibition space and educa- 
tion institute, is expected to 
be completed by SepL 21, 
1999, the 400th anniversary 
of the first recorded perform- 
ance there. The total -cost of 
the project has been ' put at 
£30 million ($47.7 million). 

Man ordered to 
repay$39m 
stolen in robbery 

LONDON (AFP) —Eleven 
years after a man was^cqwtr 
ted of taking part in B ritain’s 

has ruled that^he^vf^ 
volved and must rep&y the 
£26 million ($39 million) 
stolen. The Times r^JOrted 
Wednesday. Anthony White, 
acquitted m 1984 ofltdjtag 
part in the 1983 baffifipTO- 
bery at the Brink’s-Maf wait- ' 
house neare London’s fieatfp 
row Airport, wav.alsd 
ordered Tuesday to paV Over 
£2 million ($3 mflliern). id 
compensation, the-papet- 
said. Insurers for the BjinirV 
Mat company had sU^d the 
couple for the value pf the 
proceeds of the robbeeiy. 
Justice Runnier seaid in court 
Tuesday that Mr. Whfte-add 
h*s wife came into subgantiaL 
wealth after his acquittal 
1984 and that “Mr.:-^bite 
f°uld not have acquired if . 
lawfully, (and) that itsjpaP* 
hide shows it .was the .fruit pf 
a major crime,’’ The 
reported. The judge smrfftai 
he Whites’ family botne t 
j-ondon, a property ittjSife 
jewellery and other -&&& 
were bought with the pros- 

Jnat the insures were «&ititfc& 
to them, the paper saii 
against Mr. Whited** 
latest in a series Of 

by insorecTW: 

Brink s-Mat against aegjjrjjF' 
convicted or suajefflSf- 
Pa* 1 the robber# 
and of handling the propeede- 
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Demonstrators carry portraits of the 4 1 -year-old Kurdish 
woman Guekiax Baghistani, who died last week after 
several days on a hunger-strike, as some 10,000 Kurds 


march through Berlin in a rally mourning the death of their 
compatriot and demanding independence for Kurdistan 
(AFP photo) 


Angry Kurds bury hunger-striker in Germany 


LONDON up.. . 
■actor Mark Rj^"’ 


OSNABRUECK, Germany 
(R) — Hundreds of Kurds 
shouting support for rhe out- 
lawed Kurdibtan Workers’ 
Party (PKK) gathered 
Wednesday to bury a hunger- 
striker who died after an 
eight-day fast in solidarity 
with Kurdish prisoners in 
Turkey. 

Kurds from across Germany 
met in the northern city of 
Osnabrueck to join the funer- 
al procession for 41 -year-old 
Gulnaz Baghistani, a mother 
of five who died last week 
after fasting along with hun- 
dreds of other Kurds in Ger- 
many. 

The marchers, many ille- 
gally wearing symbols of the 
PKK, 


chanted protests 
- t against Turkey’s treatment of 

named Tuesdaji.:,! . . Kurds and against Interior 
nc director of >j" T * Minister Manfred Kanther, 
Globe theatre t, who has blamed the PKK for 
■'Wooden0"ilE.C\r,a spate of arson attacks 
to Shakespeare^ against Turkish property in 
nearly four jet ^ - - Germany. 

The inaugural G * . The PKK, fighting Ankara 
will be laundkc for independence or auton- 
witn a sumratr r ? ., ,°my in southeast Turkey, has 
four plays, wpi- - -. been banned in Germany 
the Bard, i*;.,, f? r paging ^ent 
meeting th? 32 •»;-v.P r °^^.^ eKe r : 'v*- «■- 

Ifrer . ar-',, J£»P«. JgS?' 
n,nar t .(40^6 protestors -burned a 
Turkish flag in the city's 

niaiR>^|:.; : ^^ e ^ e ' Poli “. di<i 

,0 in Englifiu fc. 1 

iiwaukee. 


A large flag of the Kurdis- 
tan National Liberation 
Front (ERNK), the PKKs 
political wing, draped the 
coffin holding Baghistani, 
whom radical Kurds have 
hailed as a martyr. 

Berlin City authorities say 
Baghistani was exhausted by 
the hunger strike and the 
summer heat, but Kurdish 
militants say she died from 
being manhandled when 
police broke up the vigil in 
which she was taking part. 

The ERNK Monday ac- 
cused Germany of the pur- 
suing a “fascist, chauvinist 
policy towards the Kurdish 
people's liberation struggle." 

In the northern city of 
Hamburg, police said uniden- 
tified people had smashed 
windows of three big banks, 
overnight and left behind- 
leaflets expressing solidarity 
with Kurds. Leftist anarchists 
were suspectedto be behind 
the incident. 

But for a second day in a 
row there were no reports of 
arson attacks on Turkish 
targets. , piate. snapped a. 
wedMOBg-serifei-of firebomb--" 
ings f of Turkish. # businesses 
and ! cultural clubs! 

Some 10,000 Kurds had 
marched in Berlin Tuesday to 
pay their last respects’ to 


Baghistani. 

Officials had warned of 
possible violence at the rally, 
but it went off peacefully. 

Officials say they had evi- 
dence that the PKK, which 
numbers over 8,000 militants 
and around 50,000 supporters 
in Germany, is extending its 
campaign of violence to 
target Germany and German 
properties. especially the 
police. 

Germany is home to 
around two million Turkish 
citizens, including up to 
500,000 Kurds. 

Turkey said Wednesday it 
had asked Germany to step 
up efforts against separatist 
Kurds involved in attacks on 
Turkish targets there. 

After a week-long series of 
firebomb attacks against Tur- 
kish targets in Germany, 
senior Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial Gunduz Aktan sum- 
moned the German ambassa- 
dor in Ankara Tuesday to ask 
that measures be increased to 
end the attacks. 

He also urged Germany to 



Turkey' 

March accord. 

“Aktan pointed out that 
most of those responsible for 
previous attacks had not been 
caught, and that ' this may 


have been an encouragement 
for new attacks,” Foreign 
Ministiy spokesman Nureitin 
Nurkan told a news briefing. 

Turkey and Bonn agreed in 
March that Germany would 
throw out militant Kurds, but 
Mr. Nurkan said to his know- 
ledge none had been de- 
ported since then. 

Meanwhile, a parliament- 
in-exile set up by Turkish 
Kurds met in secret in Vienna 
last weekend, organisers said 
Wednesday. 

The parliament, which 
Turkey says is controlled by 
armed Kurdish extremists, 
met in the Austrian capital 
for one day on Sunday, its 
chairman Yasar Kaya said in 
a statement released in Brus- 
sels. 

Turkey said it had received 
assurances from Vienna that 
Austrian authorities had re- 
fused permission for such a 
meeting and did not recog- 
nise the weekend's session. 

“If a few people want to 
meet unofficially in a dark 
behind closed doors, 
car) predaT' Fote- 
inistry "spokesman 
UTengrNurkan' told a news 
briefing. - 

Kurdistan Workers Party 
rebels are represented in the 
parliament. 
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Russian security inadequate for arms storage 
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pay°£* Berlusconi says change must await election 


•»., MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
$ Russian army chief of staff 
> General Mikhail Kolesnikov 
rZ has said security measures for 
storing chemical weapons in 
;,~ a Russia are inadequate, the 
: Interfax News Agency re- 
ported Wednesday. 

The general also said the 
.^'-destruction of weapons 
-stocks was progressing slowly 
, because the government iack- 
,.. T jed the money to do it, the 
, ^report said. 

Storage of chemical 
'./..weapons poses serious prob- 
Jems because the sites have 
-..• been made public by the 
press, and the knowledge of 
" their location makes them 
more vulnerable to theft. 


Gen. Kolesnikov told a gov- 
ernment commission. 

He said that with the surge 
in crime in Russia, the risk of 
chemical weapons attacks 
had increased. 

However, the general in 
charge of radioactive, biolo- 
gical and chemical defence of 
the Russian army, StranisJav 
Petrov, told ITAR-TASS 
news agency that security me- 
asures were adequate. 

But he coDceeded that the 
publication of a map showing 
exactly where weapons stocks 
were being held necessitated 
tighter security measures. 

fn 1994. only a third of the 
budget needed to destroy 
chemical weapons stocks 


went to .the task, Gen. Koles- 
nikov said. 

The Russian government 
provided only 13.1 billion ru- 
bles (J3 million) out of 153 
billion of rubles ($33 million) 
required to destroy the stocks 

The total cost of the des- 
truction of 40,000 tonnes of 
chemical weapons will be ab- 
out $3.5 billion, the general 
said. 

In addition, the Russian 
parliament has not yet rati- 
fied the Paris convention, 
signed by Moscow in January 
1993 with 129 other coun- 
tries, which calls for the des-. 
traction of chemical weapons 
and prohibits their manufac- 
ture, storage and use. 


The convention calls for all 
Russian chemical weapons to 
be destroyed within 10 years. 
Gen. Kolesnikov said. 

In March, President Boris 
Yeltsin began a programme 
to begin weapons destruction 
in line with the convention, 
with one destruction centre 
in Saratov southeast of Mos- 
cow, and another to the Rus- 
sian Republic of Udmurtiya. 
the general said. 

The stocks include 32.000 
tonnes of sarin gas. Zoman 
gas and V-gas, according to 
an estimate made one year 
ago by a non-governmental 
committee studying chemic- 
al. biological and convention- 
al weapons srores. 
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,-ROME(R) — FormerSPrime 
• iffl-' 1: Minister Silvio Berlusconi 
LONDON ' rj,*;"" ‘.jailed Wednesday for radical 
vear* 3 si!" V constitutional reform to give 

ted of Italy stable government but 


Hi£ge>t gdd 7 oW T sa' d the changes should not 

H 3 y rul^ tackled until after an 

--V\ed 21,(1 t*7 ‘ general election. 

million'^- . . Addre*ring parliament. the 
-ven Th e TiF” .■‘'conservative media magnate 
-ne>d^ Y “ * called among other changes 
^ "> n ] %’ tor direct election of the 

^ in the l^.'c '■ prime minister, who is cur- 
P 2 - ' " Brintr. '■ 'fently appointed by the presi- 
l ‘ reL^’*- dent, and more room for a 
house* i1f . »■„" government to act indepen- 
T ° u 'jTuflW 11 ‘‘dently of parliament. 
ord M...,n iS.’ *' Mr. Berlusconi, forced to 
'resign last December after 
' just seven months as prime 
' minister following a coalition 


s-gsi 

coi?P*2, $ 


saiJ 

Ms: 


m.utiny. was speakihg for his 
conservative Freedom 
Alliance bloc in a debate in 
the lower Chamber of De- 
puties on institutional re- 
form. 

He hopes a general elec- 
tion, four years early, can 
take place as soon as Novem- 
ber. Centre-left parties and 
other Berlusconi opponents 
in parliament want at least 
basic reforms to Italy’s sys- 
tem of government in place 
before polls. 

AH oppose Mr. Berlusco- 
ni's drive popular election of 
the prime minister, arguing 
that the tvcoon-turncd- 
politician could use his pow- 
ers to ride roughshod over 


democratic rules. 

Armando Cossutta, of the 
Marxist party Communist 
Refoundatiori, told the de- 
bate. Berlusconi's vision is 
an authoritarian vision. It is a 
vision of command, like run- 
ning a company." 

The leader of the biggest 
party in the centre-left group- 
ing in Italy's parliament cal- 
led Wednesday for basic 
democratic reforms to be put 
in place before the country 
holds an early general elec- 
tion. 

Massimo D'Alema, of the 
ex-Communist Democratic 
Party of the Left (PDS), 
urged all parlies to consider 
how reforms, including to the 


current electoral law, could 
be achieved. Hisl remarks 
suggested that he saw no rush 
to decide when to go to the 
polls. 

Mr. D’Alema told the 
Chamber of Deputies during 
a debate on institutional re- 
form that the "real time” for 
a decision on a general elec- 
tion would occur when stop- 
gap Prime Minister Lamberto 
Dini has completed his li- 
mited policy programme. 

That process will not be 
complete until Mr. Dini, who 
heads a government of tech- 
nocrats, has presented the 
draft budget for 1996 to par- 
liament some time in Septem- 
ber. 
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Mielke release outrages German terror victims 


■Cues' 33 ' 

; wife 

wealth -- th* J. -East Germany's Communist 
- .4 rd .--•regime, hated security police 

rOUlQ 1 — ■->» 


u./wife^T* ■■ * BERLIN (R) — The release 
R,s ■, 3 fte r L n ; v of the last jailed member of 


13 h<?* 5 ,l 'T* 'raged Victims wno say justice 

Hide*" _.. has not been done for de- 

fltfJ 0 , Th;F. ..-.cades of dictatorship and ter- 


c0U '° nc ( 3 Ji‘ ,fi /: , ;boss Erich Mielke. has out- 
l 3 wTJ> h .^ f ,i &y. m -^ged victims who say justice 

reporte* 3 - • \3F .^ oft 
the - A committee of Mielke 

Lor*^ 0, jfldj.i. supporters said Wednesday 
\e* sllC u^ 1 was staying with his family 

Y ' at a secret location to avoid a 
‘"stonn of publicity. East Ger- 
riiat !lK ' - -I mans dubbed 


*ere 

ceeds 


to 


[her 0 -. , Nlf *. ter of fear' 


19M' 1 


a in?' 


I ■ ... 

. ^,>J'TIOtOnOBS 
S M If. ’-Sccurity (STASH. 


him “the mas* 
as head of the 


Ministry for State 


,'V': The S7-y ear-old was spi- 
grinkVM ^^U^-rrted away from Berlin’s 


Moabic Jail in an ambulance 
late Tuesday, two days early, 
after serving the standard 
two-thirds of his six-year jail 
sentence. 

His release means that six 
years after the fall of the 
Berlin Wall, none of the East 
German Communist rulers 
remain in jail. 

. As courts struggled to 
build airtight cases against 
the forrtjpr elite, they finally- 
convicted Mr. Mielke in 
1993. not for STASI activi- 
ties. but for murdering two 
policeman in 1931 while he 
was a Communist agitator 
fighting street battles with 
Nazis. 


The thought of early re- 
lease for the man whose pow- 
er was second only to that of 
Communist Party boss Erich 
Honecker angered those 
persecuted by Mr. Mielke’s 
apparatus of terror. 

"How do you try io keep 
up the spirits of people who 
unjustly spent years in jail, 
who are still suffering 
psychological Trauma, and 
are still waiting to see those 
who are responsible pay. for 
what they did." said Peter 
Hussock, director of a sup- 
port group for the victims of 
'dictatorship. 

Mr. Mielke’s STASI was 
. arguably the most effective 


security and espionage appar- 
atus in Communist Eastern 
Europe, employing 85.000 
full-time officers and upto 
300,000 informers before the 
1989 popular uprising that 
toppled the Communist reg- 
ime. 

It systematically opened 
mail, filmed, burgled and 
blackmailed in. its obsessive 
hunt for "enemies of the 
state," creating a pervasive 
atmosphere of distrust and 
suspicion. 

Even now, as STASI vic- 
tims see its millions of files, 
some are still finding out that 
their closest friends betrayed 
them. 
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Sri Lankan army on alert 
ahead of new peace moves 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lankan forces stepped up 
security in Colombo Wednes- 
day fearing violence as the 
president prepares to release 
a new peace proposal to end 
the island’s civil war. 

“TeiVorists may try to cre- 
ate some trouble to sabotage 
the peace package. We have 
nor brought additional troops 
from other areas, but those 
who are already here have 
been placed on a high state of 
alert." a military official said. 

The rebel Liberatio n Ti - 
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
also increased security in the 
northern peninsula of Jaffna, 
hunting for a traitor they 
believe tipped off the military 
to an attack in which hun- 
dreds of guerrillas may have 
died, 

President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga's proposals to 
grant greater autonomy to 
minority Tamils in exchange 
for peace are to be 
announced Thursday morn- 
ing, officials said. 

Justice Minister G. I. Peiris 
said the package is anchored 
on extensive devolution to 
ensure stability and to end 
the fighting which has 
claimed more than 50,000 
lives since 1972. 

Draft proposals showed 
the country is to be divided 
into eight administrative re- 
gions with extensive legisla- 
tive powers. 

The plan seeks to grant a 
key territorial concession to 
the Tamils by joining two 
existing provinces in the 
north and east where the 
Tamil minority is concen- 
trated. 


Radicals among the major- 
ity Sinhalese community 
opposed a similar peace plan 
in 1987, and 55 people died in 
the ensuing riots. 

On Wednesday, heavily 
armed soldiers stepped up 
road blocks and checks on 
vehicles entering the capital 
and more guards were out- 
side key government installa- 
tions. 

Sandbag bunkers have 
already been set up outside 
Mrs. Kumaratunga's official 
residence, which is also pro- 
tected by anti-aircraft guns. 

The Sinhalese People's Li- 
beration Front (JVP) has 
joined the influential Buddh- 
ist clergy in calling the prop- 
osal amendments to the con- 
stitution a sell-out to Tamils. 

“The government is pre- 
paring to unveil a package 
that will pave the way to 
disintegrate the country. This 
so called settlement to the 
ethnic conflict is a giant step 
towards the creation of 
Eelam (seperate Tamil 
stare),” the JVP said. 

Western diplomats said the 
package, leaked to the press 
last week, showed a major 
advance on all previous peace 
attempts and should be 
acceptable to “any reason- 
able person.” 

Meanwhile, in the Tamil 
stronghold of Jaffna, Tigers 
chief Velupillai Prabhakaran 
ordered the search for the 
"traitor" who enabled the 
military to inflict the Tamils 
with their heaviest losses yet 
in a single day. 

The military claims to have 
killed at least 300 Tigers, 
while the Tigers admit to 


losing 180 fighters, including 
128 women, during their mas- 
sive pre-dawn attack on a 
military complex in northeast 
Weli Oya Friday. 

In the capital the army also 
fielded more guards to pro- 
tect the funeral procession of 
Lieutenant Genreral Naim 
Angamana. killed by the Ti- 
gers Friday in revenge for the 
Weli Oya debacle. 

The slain eastern army 
commander was cremated 
here Wednesday after a milit- 
ary funeral conducted amid 
tight security, witnesses said. 

The Colombo General 
Cemetery was guarded by 
heavily armed soldiers as 
Brig. Angammana’s remains 
were cremated following tra- 
ditional Buddhist rites led by 
saffron-robed Buddhis'r 
monks. 

Hundreds of people includ- 
ing police and soldiers lined 
the funeral path and traffic 
was diverted on many key 
routes to make way for the 
military procession, complete, 
with a 15-gun salute. 

Brig. Angammana, who 
was eastern commander at 
the rime of his death, was the 
senior most army officer to 
be killed since the slaying of 
the northern military chief. 
General Den zil K obbekan- 
dowa by the LTTE in August 
1992. 

Brig. Angammana was 
posthumously given two 
promotions after he was kil- 
led Sunday in eastern Batti- 
caloa district. 

The Sri Lankan govern- 
ment plans to introduce the 
draft if the current ethnic war 
in the island’s northeast is 


prolonged, state-run Daily 
News said Wednesday. 

Posts and Telecommunica- 
tions Minister Margala 
Samara wee ra told a seminar 
' for local journalists Tuesday 
that jf the war dragged on the 
government would draft "all 
able-bodied youth over 18 
years." the Daily News said. 

Mr. Samarawecra, a close 
associate of President Chan- 
drika Kumaratunga, said that 
even Sri Lankan youth resid- 
ing overseas would be called 
on for national military ser- 
vice. 

Those who wanted the gov- 
ernment to unveil its peace 
package to resolve the ethnic 
conflict only after defeating 
Tamil rebels had sent their 
children- abroad to ensure 
they were not sent to the 
battle-front, Mr. Samar- 
aweera said. 

“Those who advocate war 
have their children safely 
abroad. They should be pre- 
pared to send their sons and 
daughters to the front if they 
want the war to go on," Mr. 
Samaraweera said. 

Mr. Samaraweera, who 
heads a peace movement in- 
itiated by Mrs. Kumaratun- 
ga, said that 99 per cent of 
the soldiers fighting the rebel 
Liberatio n Tig ers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) were "sons 
from poor families." 

“Their huts are so small 
that their coffins cannot be 
placed inside. They have no 
money for a decent funeral 
for their sons who fought for 
the country," referring to 
almost daily- funerals in vil- 
lages of soldiers killed in bat- 
tle. 


Peace talks survive Bring of Chechen delegate 


GROZNY. Russia (AFP) — 
Chechen and Russian nego- 
tiators pursued talks on a 
prisoner exchange here 
Wednesday, saying the 
abrupt resignation of the 
head of the Chechen delega- 
tion would not undermine 
peace efforts. 

But both Chechen and 
Russian sides insisted the 
peace process, which brought 
about a broad ceasefire and 
disarmament agreement Sun- . 
day, would go on despite the •’ 
deprture of Usman ImayeV. 

Mr. Imayev said late Tues- 
day that he had been fired by 
Chechen separatist leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev, re- 
portedly for making too 
many concessions to the Rus- 
sians in Sunday’s military 
accord. 

Mr. Dudayev has been 
quoted as rejecting the agree- 
ment. but Movlem Salamov, 
an aide to Mr. Dudayev, said 
Wednesday that this was not 
true and that Mr- Imayev had 
simply resigned. 

He said there had been 
complaints in the Chechen 
camp about Mr. Imayev. 


although they concerned 
organisational matters rather 
than the substance of the 
talks. 

"Any information nego- 
riator, Vyacheslav 
Mikhailov, said late Tuesday 
that Sunday's agreement, 
reached after six weeks of 
talks, would be respected. 

"We think the accord is 
already legally in existence 
because it was written that it 
would- go into fcffefdr’ the day 
of “being signed ;" Mr. 
Mikhailov was ^quoted as 
saying by Radio Mayak in an 
interview monitored in Lon- 
don by the BBC. 

But Mr. Imayev’s depar- 
ture was bound to complicate 
the delicate and tense process 
aimed at ending the vicious 
war that started last Decem- 
ber when Russian troops 
poured in to crush a three- 
year-old Chechen independ- 
ence drive. 

Mr. Mikhailov called the 
change in the Chechen de- 
legation a "violation" of pre- 
vious agreements on the 
makeup of the negotiating 


teams and said the Russian 
side would consul on the mat- 
ter. He praised Mr. Imayev 
as "cool headed." 

Another Russian delega- 
tion member, Vladimir 
Zorin, said "Usman Imayev 
m skillfully conducted the 
Klks. Without him, the prcK 
cess will be more compli- 
cated." 

Mr. Salamov said the de- 
legation would be headed by 
Knodzhakhmed Yerikhanov, 
wEo until now served as Mr. 
Imayev's. deputy during the 
negotiations. 

ITAR-TASS news agency, 
quoting an unidentified aide 
to Mr. Imayev, said rhe nego- 
tiator was being used by Mr. 
Dudayev as a "scapegoat” 
for Chechen concessions at 
the talks. 

“Mr. Imayev will bear re- 
sponsibility ... thus freeing 
Mr. Dudayev from it and 
avoiding a split among his 
supporters," the aide said. 

But the clearest indication 
tht rhe peace talks were still 
on track was the work con- 
tinued Wednesday to finalise 
details of an exchange of 


prisoners of war agreed to in 
the accord and expected to 
take place within days. 

Mr. Zorin said he would 
head a working group at the 
Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, 
which is mediating the talks, 
Thursday, to discuss the fu- 
ture peace talks. 

Yet to be discussed are the 
fraught .questions of an in- 
terim government, who can 
ran in planned' elections and 
how Chechenya's status with 
the Russian Federation will 
be decided. 

These questions will be dis- 
cussed later at delegation 
level. 

Both sides completely dis- 
agree on how many prisoners 
are being held ana a mass 
prisoner exchange by Aug. 7, 
as agreed to in Sunday's 
military accord, seems in- 
creasingly unlikely. 

The Chechens claim 5,000 
of their fighters and civilians 
are missing, although the 
Russian list, which Russian 
officials admit is inaccurate, 
only carries 1.200 names. 


Call to quit widens rift in Japanese coalition 


TOKYO (AFP) — A senior 
member of Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama’s party 
called for his resignation 
Wednesday, widening a rift 
opened by the Socialists' 
crushing setback in upper 
house elections last month. 

Masanori Goto, vice 
secretary-general of the So- 
cial Democratic Party (SDP), 
called on Mr. Murayama to 


step down as government 
leader in order to save the 
party. 

“It’s better for Mr. 
Murayama ro resign and con- 
centrate bn reorganising our 
party," Mr. Goto was quoted 
as saying by Jiji Press news 
agency. 

Mr. Murayama h.as 
pledged to remain in office. 


But the party's number-two. 
Secretary-General Wataru 
Kubo, has informed the 
prime minister he intends to 
resign to take responsibility 
for the SDP's poor showing 
at the July 23 pulls. Kyodo 
News Agency said. 

On Wednesday, the daily 
Yomiuri Shimbon published 
a poll slowing that 50.4 per 
cent of Japanese voters do 


not support Mr. Murayama's 
cabinet, the lowest level of 
public confidence in the gov- 
ernment since he formed his 
government to June 1994. 

"We need to' summarise 
the election results and want 
in clarify one responsibility." 
Mr. Kubo told a labour union 
conference in Saitama prefec- 
ture, north of Tokyo. 


Japan emperor mourns war dead in Okinawa 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's' 
Emperor Akihito Wednesday 
mourned war victims killed in 
the battle for Okinawa 5Q 
years ago. 

As they did so, demonstra- 
tors staged a tally nearby 
protesting against his visit. 

Emperor Akihito and 
Empress Michiko placed a 
wreath at the National 
Cemetery in Peace Memorial 
Park in Itoman, for those 
who died in the battle for the 
island, and offered a silent 
prayer. 

“We must remember the 
fact that one in every four 
Okinawans died in the war,” 
the emperor said in a state- 
ment quoted by Jiji Press and 
released upon his departure 
from Tokyo ahead of the 
one-day trip. 

"I pray that the victims’ 
souls may rest in peace in the 
hope that this peace, will nev- 
er be infringed while keeping 
in my mind the deaths of 
many people which laid the 
foundation for peace,” he 
said. 

The imperial couple also 
visited 114 newly erected 
stone monuments engraved 
with the names of 234,183 
people killed in the battle, 
including U.S, Chinese' and 
Korean citizens. 

Following the visits, the 
couple were greeted by some 


90 survivors. "I believe you 
had a terrible time 50 years 
ago," the emperor was 
quoted by Japanese reporters 
as relling one of the survi- 
vors. 

As the imperial couple 
continued their tour of the 
island, some 70 labour union 
members and students staged 
a protest demonstration in a 
central park. 

“We want the emperor to 
think about what kind of 
feelings his coming to Okina- 
wa evokes among the be- 
reaved families," Kikue 
Yamano, a member of a local 
teachers* union, told Kyodo 
News Service. 

"This is not a trip to com- 
memorate the war dead or to 
atone for the war," Mr. 
Yamano said, who joined a 
protest parade through the 
dry, shouting. "May Okina- 
wa never happen again.” 

Many elderly people in 
Okinawa and other cities, in- 
cluding atom-bombed 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, are 
stHl angry at the imperial 
family’s role in the war. 

Okinawa was the only 
place in Japan during the war 
where ground battles that 
took place involved civilians. 

The Allied invasion of Oki- 
nawa was launched in April 
1945 and an estimated 12,500 
Americans and 250,000 


Japanese were killed. 

It was the second trip to 
Okinawa for the emperor and 
empress since they came to 
the throne in 1989. They vi- 
sited the island in April 1993 
to take part in a tree-planting 
ceremony. 

The emperor last week vi- 
sited Hiroshima and Nagasa- 
ki. But his visits drew critic- 
ism from ’Hibakusha,' survi- 
vors of the Aug. 6 and Aug. 
9, 1945 atomic bomb attacks, 
who questioned the role of 
his father Emperor Hirohito 
in the war. 

Emperor Akihito and 
Empress Michiko will con- 
clude their series of tours to 
mourn the war dead Thurs- 
day when they attend a cere- 
mony at the cenotaph in 
Tokyo. 

They are not scheduled to 
make any public appearances 
'on Aug. 6 and 9. 

Meanwhile, Japan’s Trans- 
port Minister Shizuka Kamei 
condemned Americans 
Wednesday over their con- 
tinued support for the deci- 
sion 50 years ago to drop 
atomic bombs on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. 

"If countries justify the 
atomic bombings, nothing 
will come out,” Mr. Kamei 
told a news conference. "I 
acknowledge that there are 
various kinds of discussion on 


the issue, but people need to 
sincerely reconsider the 
past.” 

The conservative politician 
made the remarks two days 
after an opinion poll in the 
United States showed 76 pet 
cent of Americans still be- 
lieve the United States 
should not apologise to Japan 
for the bombings. 

“In fact my elder sister 
died recently of after-effects 
of the bombing,” Mr. Kamei 
said, "and I was an eyewit- 
ness to the mushroom doud 
when I was a child.” 

More than 246,000 people 
were killed following the 
bombings and some 5Z2.000 
are still suffering after-effects 
of radiation 50 years on. 

Referring to France's plan 
to resume nuclear testing in 
the South Pacific, Mr. Kamei 
said: “There is no advantage 
to holding nudear power." 

"The Soviet Union col- 
lapsed although it had main- 
tained nuclear power,” he 
said. 

“In addition to that, the 
continued slump in the Rus- 
sian economy was mainly due 
to huge spending on develop- 
ing nuclear weapons. Coun- 
tries, induding the United 
States and China, should 
learn such historical facts,” 
he added. 
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Dial a winner 

THERE IS a growing consensus that telephone 
services in this country can never be fully and 
adequately provided as long as they remain 
strictly in the hands of the state bureaucracy. 
There is hardly a nation that has been able to 
offer efficient telecommunication facilities with- 
out the involvement of the private sector in the 
enterprise. Jordan is not so far behind In 
reading the same conclusion as Parliament is in 
the process of adopting new legislation that aims 
to transform the government-run Telecom- 
munications Corporation (TCC) into a private 
but publicly owned company at first. In line with 
this shift in attitude, the Minister of Post and 
Telecommunications, Mr. Jamal Saraireh, has 
confirmed the failure of attempts to keep the 
telephone service in the hands of the government 
alone. He declared, in a newspaper interview 
three days ago, that the public sector can never 
afford the cost of introducing the modernisation 
and expansion needed for a successful enterprise, 
and that only through the participation of the 
private sector could we hope to catch up with the 
advanced nations in the telecommunications 
field. 

The shortcomings of the present policy of full 
control by the state are obvious to the public at 
large. In spite of the fact that the TCC is a 
money-making state agency, most of its revenues 
are earmarked for other expenditures by the 
Treasury. We are in the midst of some tough 
preparatory work for the October Economic 
Conference on the Middle East and North Africa. 
We also seem determined to introduce market 
economy into the country as a prelude to coping 
with a new era in our history. Yet we have 
120,000 pending applications for telephone lines' 
that cannot be met. Ninety-five per cent of the, 
existing facilities across the country have already 
been exhausted. The best evidence of this unsatis- 
factory state of affairs is the fact that only less 
than eight per cent of the population enjoy 
telephone services. In comparison, the percen- 
tages in Sweden and the ILS. are 70 and 53 
respectively. Even local calls often cannot be 
made due to over-charged transmitters. 

We certainly share the view that telephones are 
a bade necessity for modern living and cannot be 
regarded as a luxury. The ability to call a 
physician or a policeman when it is a matter of 
life or death is a basic human right that should be 
made available to all people who need and 
require it. Since the state on its own cannot offer 
this service then it is time to expedite the creation 
of the projected telecommunication company, as a 
prelude possibly to total privatisation. The suc- 
cess or failure of the anticipated new company 
would only depend on whether -it can keep its 
revenues for investment and continued develop- 
ment, m a n ag ing it efficiently, and on commercial 
basis, is also a precondition. Otherwise the 
company, no matter what name we adopt for it, 
should expect the same fate as that faced by the 
TCC at the present. * 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


WRITING IN A1 Ra'i, a columnist Wednesday discussed 
the situation in Iraq, saying that its people have suffered a 
great deal for so long, and the time h3S come for ending the 
embargo five years after its imposition. Having responded 
favourably to all the conditions and requirements of the 
U.N. Security Council and shown full cooperation with the 
teams s:..t to destroy the nation's weapons. Iraq has 
become eligible for life again, said Sultan A I Hattab. It is 
shameful for the world' community to perpetuate the 
sanction which are starving the innocent people of Iraq and 
it is incumbent on the Arab World to take quick steps to 
end the people's ordeal, said the writer. Commenting on 
His Majesty King Hussein’s statement expressing readiness 
to undertake any mission designed to end the sufferings of 
the Iraqi people, the writer said Jordanians, who nave 
displayed solidarity with the Iraqi people, have been and 
will continue to respond to the King's initiative and back 
his humanitarian endeavour. He said that as the world 
approaches the 21st century, it is expected from the 
international community to lift the embargo and end the 
injustice and save the Iraqi children, the sick and the 
women who are helpless and who have suffered a great 
deal. 

A COLUMNIST in AI Dustour reflected on the situation in 
the self-rule areas of Palestine, noting that the Palestine 
National Authority has had to overcome numerous difficul- 
ties in building the political and economic entity which 
serves as an infrastructure for the Palestine state. Moham- 
mad Kawash said that because of the initial difficulties, it 
was natural and reasonable for President Arafat to hold all 
the power and supervise every step in the creation of this 
entity in the initial stages. But having done that and the 
self-rule areas having passed the crucial stage, the time has 
come for Mr. Arafat to assign the different responsibilities 
to eligible and qualified people who should direct their 
attention towards giving impetus to social and economic 
development with the meagre resources they posses, 
demanded the writer. He said in order to facilitate the 
construction of the state. Mr. Arafat must seek the help of 
the teams, qualified to take over the process of construc- 
tion and to pursue the negotiations with the Israelis at the 
political level. 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


NASA’s space- station project: An opportunity 
for international cooperation and peace 


THE CONTROVERSY in the U.S. over NASA's space 
programmes, especially oyer the plan to establish \ station 
in space, has recently intensified with opponents and 
proponents each trying to affirm their position. Even 
though the debate may seem to some a purely American 
issue, it is in fact an international matter of concern to 
present and future generations. 

Put simply, the situation is as follows. Eager to make 
more effective its efforts to explore the universe and reap 
the benefits humanity expects from the space programmes, 
NASA is forging ahead with plans to erect a station in 
space. The idea is not new. It was announced a few years 
back; during the Reagan era ,in particular, there was much 
talk about it. Presently, NASA is determined to cany out 
its plans at any expense, ignoring ail the reservations and 
opposition tactics which the critics and opponents are 
expressing. ’ 

According to NASA, the benefits to be gained from its 
overall programmes are numerous. As one official has put 
it, “the future of all humanity is at stake.” What this 
precisely means is not entirely dear from the debate, but 
one gathers tbe following, first, the journeys into space tell 
ns a great deal about our planet Earth itself. Secondly, with 
world population increasing at an alarming rate and with 
environmental hazards and ecological disasters on the 
increase, no one knows when life on Earth becomes 
extremely uncomfortable (even impossible). Crazy as the 
idea may sound, no one knows when life on another planet 
may become a must for the population of this globe. ' 
Thirdly, a great deal of scientific knowledge has been 
gained and will be gained from the various space program- 
mes. Fourthly, humanity has known a lot, and will continue 
to, about the universe of which we are a small part. As one 
person has recently said in a television show, “Imagine us 
asking Columbus why be would want to journey through an 
unknown ocean." And so forth. As for the station itself, 
which will be equipped with everything die astronauts and 
scientists need, it is to be an important link between Earth 


and the other planets or parts of the universe. “Even the . 
shuttle programmes won't mean anything in the absence of 
the station,” says a NASA official. 

The . sceptics, critics and opponents have the following to 
say. First of all, some are not entirely sure about what will 
ultimately be gained from the station and the overall 
NASA programmes. “Most of it is more fiction than fact.” 
Secondly, and more importantly, NASA’s programmes, 
especially the station, are too costly. 

Tbe cost-benefit analysis dominates the current con- 
troversy. NASA is not exactly sure, the critics insist, how 
much the station ‘ (for example) actually costs.. NASA 
responds by saying that it is sore. Tbe station will cost $28 
billion to build and $13 billion to operate for 10 years. The 
critics then go cm to affirm that the figure they have actually 
heard and anticipate is in the neighbourhood of $90 billion. 
There is then, they insist, an ambiguity about foe total 
expenses. They add: What guarantees do we have (assum- 
ing that NASA’s figures are dear and accurate) that NASa. 
won’t stop in the middle of construction and ask for more 
money? Furthermore (tbe opponents go on to say), why, 
during the present economic recession, should money be 
dealt to NASA freely when substantial cuts are being made 
in more tangible and rewarding spheres, such as medical 
care and education? 

There is no doubt that many of the reservations just 
stated make a great deal of sense. Currently, most 
countries in the world are experiencing a real economic 
recession. What this means, among other things, is that 
nations have to'be careful about foe ways and means their 
institutions, establishments and agencies spend money. A 
great deal of wisdom is to be exercised. Countries have to 
pinpoint their priorities and allocate funds according to 
such priorities. And yes. medical care and education are 
all-important in any society. As for foe U.S-, what is 
happening right now to medical care and education is 
regre table. The budget cuts that are being implemented in 


employment opportunities for many grates, j 

in foe humanities and the social sciences, n 8 . . 

many people. 3 

allocated to Medicare and education. One wonfo w 
agree totally with slashing some fandsfrom^SA s share . 
and bestowing them on Medicare and education. 

The point to emphasise is that the space station icould be • 
a peace venture for which many nations seem *^8*® 1 * 
cooperate. How many times have tfte l 

Russia, Japan, and Europe worked together on a projector 4 
potential benefit to humanity — we say poJPntiaT J 
because we hope foe NASA officials and foe ofoer J 
countires involved mean wbat they say about foe j 

pated benefits for the world? But even though we may not 3 
be entirely sure about the motives and intentions of foe J 
countries involved and about the ultimate su ccess or failure jj 
of foe space project, one thing we are hundred per cent • 
sure about: International cooperation is much better than ■ 
international friction and conflict. I behev e th at sne fa a 
venture, because jt is a peace venture and a happy precedent, 
ought to be taken seriously into account In cost-benefit »j 
deliberations and ought to be given lull support. A great I 
“benefit" (to use the language of the cost-benefit rheton- ^ 
dans) is dervied from foe mere fact that the world powers 
are working (or intend to) together; and a great “loss” is 
there when they work against each other. 
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The question one would like to pose here is: If there was 
to be a war between tbe U£. ana any of the powers listed 
above, would those who seem to champion foe cause of. 
Medicare and education give a damn about Medicare and 
education? Peace ventures deserve a chance, if not . to 
redeem foe 20th century a little before its demise, at least \ 
to have a more promising 21st century. - 




France may be courting 
a natural disaster 


SINCE 1975. all the nuc- 
lear, tests carried out in the 
Polynesian atoll of Murur- 
oa have been underground. 
Instead of being dissipated 
into the atmosphere, 
radioactive' waste is now 
confined within the atoll. 
Mururoa's 138 under- 
ground explosions have 
produced 138 nuclear- 
waste‘ l Sockpiles'’ Updated; 
at'. 1 deaths of betwefch -5^d' 
and A ,100 metres:'-^* 

•' Is this enormous reser- 
voir of radioactive waste 
self-contained and com- 
pletely cut off from the 
outside environment? This 
is a question that was asked 
very early on. The govern- 
ment's response has always 
been that underground 
nuclear tests pollute neith- 
er the sea nor the atmos- 
phere. 

When he announced his 
decision to resume testing 
in Polynesia. President Jac- 
ques Chirac adopted that 
point of view, the tests. he 
said, had “absolutely no 
ecological consequences.” 
His optimism was based on 
several reports which con- 
cluded that the level of 
radioactivity in Mururoa ‘ 
was low. 

Leaving aside the re-* 
servations that have been 
expressed about the reports 
conclusions, sometimes by 
their authors themselves, 
the question is: may we 
extrapolate those results, 
as the official experts are 
now doing, and conclude 
that there is no risk in the 
resumption of tests? Most 
certainly not. 

The possibility that with 
time, or following further 
explosions, increased frac- 
turing may open up the 
system and allow foe gra- 
dual migration of radioac- 
tive elements into the sea 
or the atmosphere has fre- 
quently been evoked. It is a 
veiy real risk, but one 
which would not necessari- 
ly imply any major change 
in foe morphology of the 
atoll. 

On the other hand, the 
risk of a sudden opening up 
of the system in the course 
of a test, which would 
occur it a flank of foe island 
sheared off into the sea. 
has received little atten- 
tion. Yet recent data on the 
destablisation of volcanoes, 
particularly island volca- 
noes. shows that such a 
scenario needs to be taken 
into consideration. Like all 
Polynesian atolls. Mururoa 
is an extinct volcano which 
has been eroded down to 
sea level and then, under 
the effect of its own weight, 
has sunk below sea level at 
a slow enough rate (an 
average of millimetre a 
year) for the coral reef to 
offset the process of sub- 
mersion. 

The reef varies in thick- 
ness, going down to a max- 
imum depth of 450 metres. 
The base of the volcano 




The decision to continue nuc- 
lear testing at Mururoa could 
trigger forces beyond the 
French government’s control, 
says. Pierre Vincent 

cavity, and from ''wffrch a 
shaft of collapsed rock ex- 
tends upwards for a dis- 
tance of three to five times 
the cavity’s diameter. 

Until 1988, all explosions 
were conducted beneath 
. foe coral ring. Its small size 
meant that foe detonation 
shafts had to be bored very 
close to each other. Ex- 
cept, possibly, in two cases, 
the explosions were of less 
than 150 kiiotonnes, or foe 
equivalent of 10 bombs of 
the kind dropped on 
Hiroshima, The total ex- 
plosive force of under- 
ground blasts since 1975 is 
. probably the equivalent of 
some 200 Hiroshima-type 
bombs. 

It is fair to assume that 
foe fractured or fissured 
zone around each cavity 
forms a sphere with a dia- 
meter of between 200 and 
500 metres, depending on 
foe force of the explosion, 
its depth and the type of 
rock involved. Such figures 
can only be approximate 
because they have been ar- 
rived at through a* process 
of comparison with blasts 
conducted at sites of a 
different nature. The true 
figures remain confidential. 

It would seem inevitable 
that many of the networks 
of fractures surrounding 
the cavities are connected 
with each other, with foe 
result that if one of them 
opened up to the outside 
environment there would 
also be a spill-out of 
radioactive elements from 
the others. 

Even when there are no 
direct interconnections be- 
tween them, foe explosion 
cavities and their upward 
shafts of collapsed rock, 
which are close together in 
some sections of the coral 
ring, invite comparison 
with the holes quanymen 
drill and then fill with ex- 
plosives in order to cause 
large chunks of rock to 
shear away. One could 
almost say that the upper 
part of the underground 
volcano is now "pre- 
perforated.” 

That being foe case, what 
now needs to be estab- 
lished is whether or not the 
energy generated by furth- 
er blasts would be capable 
of destabilising a segment 
of the coral ring, or even a 
whole flank of the volcano,, 
as already occurred when 
the volcano was still active. 

A basaltic volcanic erup- 
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■' rests on foe sea floor at a 
' depth of 3,000 metres. Its 
sides are very steep: the top 
• 1,000 metres have a mean 
slope of 40 per cent, while 
the 200 metres closest to 
the surface are almost" ver- 
tical. 

Because of the circula- 
tion of large masses of wa- 
ter, the materials that form 
an island volcano undergo 
a process of weathering 
which continues after it has 
ceased to'be active. The 
intensity of that weathering 
increases with time and, as 
a result, the cohesion of the 
material decreases. 

During the time the 
Mururoa volcano was ac- 
tive, parts of its flanks must 
have sheared off at least 
.twice, as can be seen from 
dents in its northwestern 
and southern coastline. In 
foe latter case, the section 
which sheared off was five 
kilometres wide and 2,000 
metres deep — 'which gives 
some idea of the volumes 
involved. These observa- 
tions’ suggest very strongly 
that foe Mururoa volcano 
has an internal structure 
which is conducive to des- 
tabilise. 

An abrupt desrabilisation 
of a volcano was observed 
and understood for the first 
time when Mount St. 
Helens, in the United 
States, erupted on May 8. 
19S0. Thar day, three cubic 
kilometres of the north 
flank of the volcano broke 
away and rushed downhill, 
like a huge rock avalanche, 
for a distance of 25 
kilometres from the sum- 
mit, leaving the volcano- 
decapitated. 

Over the past 12 years, 
research into foe problem, 
which is fundamental from 
a monitoring point of view, 
has shown that this is a 
normal and frequent phe- 
nomenon in the case of 
volcanoes that have 
reached a certain stage in 
iheir evolution. 

The main factors condu- 
cive to the destablisation of 
a volcano, apart from the 
steepness of its sides, are 
first its fracturing, and 
secondly its weathering. 

The fracturing of the up- 
per part of the Mururoa 
volcano is chiefly the result 
of the 138 underground 
nuclear blasts to which it 
has been subjected. Each 
blast creates an explosion 
cavity, which is surrounded 
by a fracture zone roughly 
five times larger than foe 
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tion of 100 kiiotonnes 

- would be a small one. But 
such a comparison is not 
significant insofar as we are 
talking about total energy, 
which in the case of a volca- 
nic eruption consists of 
more than 95 per cent ther- 
mal energy. 

' In a nuclear explosion, 
the proportion of mecha- 
J' hiral -cnergy js much higfa- 
' Tiie blast exerts a ' de- 
gree Of pressure on “the* 
sides of the cavity that has 
no equivalent in the natural 
world, except when giant 
meteorites hit the Earth 
(with an impact of 10 mil- 
lion or more atomspheres), 
and energy is released in a 
fraction of a second. 

The resulting shock wave 
vaproises or fuses the sur- 

- rounding materials, then 
fractures them beyond the 
cavity and makes the sea 
seethe as it emerges from 
foe volcanic structure. The 
earthquake that occurs in 
conjunction with the shock 
wave weakens' that struc- 
ture and may even cause 
surface damage in foe case 
of larger blasts set off too 
close to the surface (which 
would seem to be disease 
with the 120-kilotonne 
blast of July 25, 1979). It 
seems certain that his 
'mechanical energy is 
appreciably higher than 
any which the volcano 
could have experienced 
during its period of activity. 

All the factors now 
known to be conducive to 
the destabilisation of volca- 
noes — major weathering 
and fracturing of materials, 
and steep sides — are pre- 
sent at Mururoa. In view of 
that fact, tbe shock wave 
produced by one of the 
planned new explosions, 
even if it were conducted 
beneath the iagoon. could 
be big enough to cause one 
or more in the large “pre- 
perforated" blocks to shear 
away. This situation, which 
has no parallel anywhere 
else, can only be described 
as high-risk. 

The immediate consequ- 
ence of such a destabilisa- 
tion would be a sudden 
spil 1-out of part of the 
radioactive “stockpile" 
into the sea and the forma- 
tion of a tidal wave — or, 
more accurately speaking, 
a isunani — which would 
threaten the lives of those 
living not only in Mururoa 
but in neighbouring 
archipelagoes. * 

It is unlikely that Mr. 
Chirac was informed about 
this alarming aspect of the 
problem before he took his 
derision. 
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LETTERS 


Pierre Vincent is emeritus 
professor at Che University 
Blaisc-Pascal in Clermont- 
Ferrand and a member of 
its Vulcanological Re- 
search Centre. The article 
is reprinted from Le 
Monde. 


Faulty behaviour: 
whose fault? 


To the Editor? , •, > a - 

DR. ABDULLAH AI Khatib's complaint about tins 
embassy and accusing the consular section of the ft 
behaviour (Letter to the Editor, Jordan Times, July 
■ needs some rectification in order to be more aocur 

Since March 26, with the new Schengen-visa policy, 
embassy cannot any longer issue visas for three couni 
(Benelux) in the same day. Due to the required oorr~ 
tion among tbe Schengen countries a waiting time of _ 

to, four, weeks is- indeed required. In .certain cases 

jesidofltand, ^deqfc*isa&focrdelay njjgbfce veh-be Jbngernd 

gra^ted.in some cxceptional^jOr emeigency cases^ was 1 
requested and therefore an “urgent conciliation with our 
Benelux -partner in Damascus was necessary. 

It seemed that Dr. Khatib did not like the idea of waiting £ •-; i 
at least one day, since he destroyed his visa application and 
insulted our Jardaman employee. Nevertheless; his file was 
immediately introduced by fax to the Dutch embassy in 
Damascus. 

We advise him to write a letter to the Schengen-.' 
presidency in Brussels complaining about the actual three- 
four weeks delay. We sincerely do hope that it might 
contribute to the reduction of the waiting time. However;’ 
he does not mention anything about the Schengen-visa- u 
advantages: One formality, one single visa for seven , 
countries, one fee and a validity of up to “one year. 
Moreover, we want to add that all our visa documents are 
translated into Arabic. . 

It seems Dr. Khatib has more time to Spend writing 
letters and inspecting the premises of foe embassy instead j ;1 
of concentrating on his own visa application. After all we y 
have a reputation of being very helpful towards official 
institutions and individuals equally. We are sorry that we 
do „?°*. b ? ve ^ Wggcr infrastructure at our disposal. 

We invite Dr. Khatib for a coffee and an inspection of : 

,OCat ? Wari BouVnedienne 

from the September “Sans Rancune” and Ahfen 

Royal Belgian Emba ssy, 
Amman. 
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Although Aktham Qussous retired for the second, but final 
time, more than two weeks ago as director of the prime min- 
ister's office, it was not until last week that his successor was 
named. Perhaps the strategy was to fill in the advisory and 
press office posts first, then move to the equally if not more 
demanding seat of office director. Demanding it must have 
veen because Mr. Qussous, who tried to bow out one time but 
was recalled to the post, was said to be “ really tired. " Sure- 
“"“«ns seem Mt J,t !^ e slrain °f oil that s hurtling during the peace talks as 
^ ti 16 U.S. pH 1 f^ief negotiator Abdul Salam Majali’s right hand person, fol- 

together on a lowed immediately by duties at the Prime Ministry could lake 

~ 2 _ we say “rUrJ^ * ls toll on the most vigorous. Now in to fill the seat vacated 
by Mr. Qussous is Salim Kheir, whose experience as private 
secretary to former prime ministers Zeid Rifai, Mudar Bad- 
ton and Taher Masri. and serving Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, should serve him well. The 41 -year-old Mr. 
Kheir is an international relations graduate of the Universi- 
ty of Colorado in the U.S. He joined the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs after completing his studies and spem four years 
there before moving to the Prime Ministry. Of his new post 
he echoes Mr. Qussous: "It’s hard work, but it is always 
Interesting working for the prime minister. " Of him, his col- 
leagues say, “ He’s a very nice man to work with. " 


■ we sav 
‘fficials aJd 

* about £ * 

*en though 

s and intention!^ 1 

Ornate suSjjft 

* I beheve ifo, 
«andahap^ 
account in 

™ fuU su PP( ^> 

the : cost-benefit ri£- 

=t that the world n? 
a - ; and a great -fr 
*ch other ■*. 

*** here is; If tw: 
any of the potS 
^Pton the at 
nm about MedlSS 
vt a chance, if J - 
-tore its demise art 
xntury. 



aviour: 


s complaint about: 
iar section of the c 
Jordan Times. Juh; 

:r to be more 2001 
>cheneen-vitt policy, 
visas tor three cock 
to the required const 
2s a waiting time ofif 
ed. In certatn case 
ay might even be fc 
?.TJ-)’os2, which; 
r emergency case:- 
nl consultation »tc. 
as necessary, 
ot like the ideaoiw. 
:d his visa application. 
Nevertheless, his 5 k- 
o the Dutch emfe? 

letter to the Sctiaff 
jg about the actual® 

• do hope that fi e 
; wairinc time. He** 
ibeur the Sd»n»*. 
e ssnaie viss iar ^ • 
itv of up to one ■- 
H our visa document 


Say cheese: Egyptian Ambassador Waji Hamdi was all 
smiles as he and Mrs. Hamdi received guests at their recep- 
tion marking Egypt's national day last week. While the num- 
ber of officials present was reported to be small, (unlike the 
large turnout for the Iraqi national day gala a week earlier). 
%the diplomatic corps made a good showing. In fact, one 
would be hard pressed to believe that the peace between 
Egypt and Israel was still cool considering that nearly all the 
staff of the Israeli embassy in Amman appeared at the Egypt- 
ian event. With few officials to photograph, and photogra- 
phers “shying away" from snapping at the Israeli diplomats, 
it was no wonder that Al Dusiour nearly filled a quarter of a 
page on the affair with photos of the paper’s former editor- 
in-chief Mahmoud Sharif, chief editor Dr. Nabil Sharif and 
bis wife Manal Abu Eisheh Sharif. 

A matter of protocol: Arriving from Tokyo Monday night 
was Japanese Ambassador-designate to Amman Takayuki 
Kimura, who succeeds Ambassador Yuji Ikeda , now special 
ambassador to the Middle East peace process. As the new 
envoy awaits to present his credentials, embassy officials 
politely declined to release any information on him. But we 
beamed that he was most recently director of the Japanese 
Cultural Centre in the U.K. With such a background, and the 
issuance of the Tokyo Declaration during His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hasson Is visit to Japan to attend Jordan 
Week, we may well witness the birth of a Japanese cultural 
centre in Amman during Mr. Kimura's tenure. In the mean- 
time, Ahlan Wa Sahlanl 

And the nominees are. . . The Beijing conference, offi- 
cially known as the Fourth U.N. World Conference on 
Women, is just around the comer, and as pan of the prepa- 
rations die Pakistan parliament has organised a 3-day in- 
ference for women parliamentarians from ' Muslim countries 
W t hich is scheduled to conclude today’. The' Pakistani 
embassy here explained that it had requested that the Jor- 
danian Parliament nominate the women parliamentarians to 
attend the conference. The nominees submitted by parlia- 
ment were Senators Leila Sharaf and Leila Rashdan. Obvi- 
ously the only other woman parliamentarian was Deputy 
Tbujan Faisal, whose name apparently never came up. Mrs. 
Sfyaraf, we were told, had a. prior commitment. So, repre- 
senting Jordan’s women parliamentarians, although not an 
leered official, was Senator Rashdan. who left for Islam- 
abad last week. A Palestinian women's delegation made up 
of Leila Khaled, Hind Husseini and Lusia Tawfiq Hijazi was 



Newly-weds Jalal Ghayazeh and Eman Abuzeid 

also expected to participate. The conference was to be inau- 
gurated by Pakistan Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto and 
attended by the prime ministers of Turkey and Bangladesh, 
all leading women in their own right. On the agenda for dis- 
cussion were three major themes: Projection of Islam as a 
religion of equality, tolerance and non-discrimination: prob- 
lems common to women in Muslim countries and their solu- 
tions; and effectiveness of women's role in economic devel- 
opment. 

Public exposure: If you have been spending months 

wondering just what those folks were up to. . .the cat is out of 
the bag. The Jordunian-American Commission for Educa- 
tional Exchange (JACEE). also known as the Binational 
Fullbright Commission in Jordan, has awarded 10 grants to 
Jordanian scholars, students and professionals for the 1995- 
96 academic years following the results of the commission's 
annual competition for these prestigious awards. Vie com- 
mission scored nearly 100 per cent in evenly distributing the 
grants among women and men. And although the competi- 
tion is open to public and private universities, research cen- 
tres and non-governmental organisations, clearly the public 
universities wen the big winners. The reason is simple, says 
JACEE Executive Director Alain McNamara. “The candi- 
dates from the state universities wen best able to meet the 
most rigid criteria — it was a matter of the calibn of the nom- 
inations. ” The Fullbright research grants were awarded to 
Dr. Rasem Anabtawi pf.th^.'Uni versify of Jordan, physical 
education, affiliated with Iridiana University; -Dr. Moham- 
mad Attaiah. Yarmouk University, earth- and environmental 
sciences, affiliated with New -Mexico Institute for Mining and 
Technology; Dr. lssam Mousa. Yarmouk University, journal- 
ism, affiliated with Washington State University; and Dr. 
Abdel Rahim Abu Sweilem, Muta University. English, affili- 
ated with the University of Illinois. The Fullbright foreign 
study grants went to Mr. Mutasim Ghazawi, University of 
Jordan, for a Ph.D. in pharmaceutics at Oregon State Uni- 
versity; Ms. Susan Ramadan, Yarmouk University, for a 
Ph.D. in English literature at Pennsylvania State University; 
Ms. Maysoon Nahar, University of Jordan, for a Ph.D. in 
archaeology at Arizona State University; Ms. Laila Omari, 


Muta University, for a PH.D. in English at Indiana Universi- 
ty of Pennsylvania (which is in fact the name of the institu- 
tion and not an error); Ms. Amneh Akour, University of Jor- 
dan, for a masters degree in electronic engineering at Iowa 
State University; and Mr. Bam Salameh. Yarmouk Universi- 
ty, for a masters degree in political science at Clark Atlanta 
University. In addition, two non-degree, nine-month grants 
combining academic and professional study programmes in 
the U.S. for mid-level professionals from the private and pub- 
lic sectors were awarded to Ms. Nisreeh Mazahreh, an eco- 
nomic analyst at the Ministry of Supply, to the University of 
Minnesota, and Mr. Arafat H. Fayoumi, assistant head of 
local credit facilities at the Central Bank of Jordan, to 
Boston University. " These scholars and students represent 
Jordan's best arid brightest," claims Mr. McNamara. "We 
congratulate them and wish them a successful and fruitful 
experience in the U.S. ” 

A good bedside manner: it is customary for some 
patients to give their surgeons and nurses tokens of appreci- 
ation for the care and attention these health professionals 
accord them, but placing an advertisement in a newspaper 
introduces a new dimension, particularly when it is placed by 
a former leader of a neighbouring country. Here for open 
heart surgery at the Arab Centre for Heart and Special 
Surgery was former Syrian Prime Minister Mohammad Alt 
Halaby. In an advertisement he placed in a local daily, Mr. 
Halaby thanked, in big bold - letters. Dr. Daoud Hanania, 
director general of the large medical facility for his great 
efforts and for those of everyone else at the centre. Mr. Hal- 
aby said he was grateful also to Dr. Hanania for "his 
humane feelings which he voiced to me while I was recuper- 
ating. " The founders of the centre always said they envi- 
sioned their health care'esiablishmeni as a centre of profes- 
sional excellence that would attract patients from the entire 
region. Perhaps Mr. Halaby 's advertisement is the pulse they 
are looking for. 

As fate would have it: When Tunisian businessman 
Jalal Ghayazeh came to Amman from his base in Dubai look- 
ing for some legal advice, little did he know that the lawyer 


he was advised to consult would one day be his bride. Last 
week Mr. Ghayazeh wed international commercial law- 
expen Eman Abuzeid, daughter of the dean of all Jordanian 
information ministers, Salak Abuzeid, and Fomia Abuzeid, 
Growing up with a father who was Jordan !s first minister of 
information, and later foreign minister, minister of tourism, 
adviser to His Majesty King Hussein, and m ice ambassador . 
to London, Eman set out on her own professional path. After 
obtaining her bachelors and masters degrees in law from 
Bristol University in the U.K. . she established the legal 
affairs department at Royal Jordanian in 1990 and headed 
it until she resigned earlier this year to return to her private 
practice. Her husband Jalal. is'the son of Tawfiq and Habi- 
ba Ghayazeh of Safakis. Tunisia, where the newlyweds are 
headed in a few days to take their vows again in a ceremo- 
ny a la Tunisiene. The families celebrated the happy occa- 
sion in Amman with two dinners for 200 relatives and close 
friends — one at the Abuzeid residence, the other in the gar- 
den of Romero !s Restaurant. The couple will reside in Dubai, 
but Eman 's clients need not fear. She plans on maintaining 
her practice by shuttling between Amman and Dubai — as 
soon as the couple return from their open-ended konevmoon, 
that is. 

Animal lovers unite: When J.T. columnist Waleed Sa'di 
returned this week from a vacation in Turkey, he found 34 let- 
ters in his "box" in the newsroom, all of them mailed from 
Italy. The content of each one was nearly identical, saw for 
the signatories and their addresses from all over the Italian 
republic. The letters read: "Dear Mr. Sa'di. Thank you for 
your article, "Animals have rights too, " which appeared in 
the Jordan Times of March 20, 1995 . We wish you'll go on 
in spreading such ideas in your country, we are all on your 
side. Yours truly. " A few letters came from animal rigkts 
groups, some were written on recycled paper, and one bore 
the signatures of 12 Bolognese animal lovers. We were not 
able to determine who among the writers had actually seen 
the original J.T. column penned by Dr. Sa'di, bur we were 
unphazed. It was just gratifying to see a group from another 
country mobilised to do something that they believed strong- 
ly in and lend a word of support to a comrade-in-spirit across 
the Mediterranean. 

And tour operators beware: While some Italians care 
quite seriously about the treatment of animals, some local 
tour operators could not care less about the humans who just 
happen to be their bread and butter. But justice is on the way 
because Minister of Tourism Abdul Ilah Khatib means busi- 
ness. When it was reported in the press last week that the 
ministry was urging all travel and tour agencies to make 
good on their promises to clients, what prompted that “urg- 
ing" was a report on two local tour operators who were dis- 
covered to be guilty of some rather unscrupulous practices. 
According to Mr. Khatib one of those agencies, which he 
declined to name in the hope that it would mend its ways, 
arranged a bus trip to Turkey for a group of Jordanian 
tourists. When the tourists arrived to the hotel designated on 
their itinerary, they found they had no reservations and were i 
"thrown but in the streets. " After some manoeuvring, they ' 
were able to check into another hotel But when it was time 
for them to leave, the hotel refused to release the tourists' 
passports. All wrath fell on the agency which arranged the 
trip. The ministry sought out the perpetrators and forced 
them to compensate the victimised tourists for their hardship. 
Mr. Khatib said the ministry warns to make absolutely clear 
that any such violations of ministry regulations will be met 
with the most severe penalties and fines, and, if need be, 
revocation of agency licenses. The minister was emphatic 
about protecting the rights of all tourists, and Said no fraud- 
ulent activity would be tolerated. 

Jennifer Bamameh 
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Jhe Macmillan Years: The Emerging 
Truth 

By Richard Lamp 
John Murray 545pp £25 

'A British prime minister of international reputation 
resigns. Against the odds, the new prime minister, 
catapulted into Downing Street after a vicious 
leadership battle, manages to win ^election. He 
struggles through a crisis over Britain’s role in 
Europe, a series of rows with the American allies. 
economic slumps and sporadic party revolts, and 
heads for a new election against a rejuvenated 
Labour Party as sleaze and ominous official inquiries 
pile upon him: 

The parallels between John Major and Harold 
Macmillan were always intriguing, in spite of the 
legend of leisurely competence and unflappable 
vision Macmillan managed to concoct in his own 
memoirs and in the approved biography by Alistair 
Home. But the delvings by Richard Lamb into the 
cabinet papers, newly opened under the 30-year rule, 
make the parallels compelling. 

It is now plain, despite official denials, that 
Macmillan sought to interfere with the course ot 
justice in the Profumo affair by trying to get the 
police to delay the arrest of Stephen Ward on charges 
of living off immoral earnings. Selling arms to Iraq 
mav lack the spice of a Soviet naval attache and a 
British minisrer for war sharing the favours of a tart.. 
But the squalid evasions of the Macmillan and Major 
governments, faced with such scandals, have a great* 
"deal in common. 

So do their foreign policies. Official legend has it 
that Anglo-American relations were rarely better 
than when Macmillan patched up the rows over Suez 
with President Eisenhower, bis old wartime 
comrade-in-arms, then played the fatherly role to a 
grateful John Kennedy. The rabinet papers belie the 
claim. There were bitter disputes over U.S. insist- 
ence on being able to fire Polaris missiles almost as 
soon as they left the quayside at Holy Loch, whatever 
the British government might splutter about the need 
for London's consent. There were rows about the 
Middle East . Laos and U.S. threats to use nuclear 

weapons, against China. ... 

The supposed high summer ol the special rela- 
tionship was so cool that on the eve of the Cuban 
missile crisis. . Macmillan doubted whether it meant 
anything at alt. and sent the Foreign Office u 


questionnaire, asking them to define it. It certainly 
did not include, as the FO tried to suggest, an 
automatic consultation in the event of a crisis. There 
was nothing "special" about the way Kennedy waited 
a full week after learning of the presence of Soviet 
missiles in Cuba before informing the British. Bv that 
time. American policy hud been set. 

The Americans had only contempt for the way 
Macmillan tried to use them for his electoral advan- 
tage. He brought Eisenhower to London on the eve 
of the 1959 election, and invited Kennedy to stay at 
his private country home. Birch Grove, in 1963. The 
Americans ignored Macmillan s grandiose agenda for 
world statesmen and insisted on talking only about 
British Guyana, where they feared a new Castro-like 
government might bring Marxism to the mainland. ■ 

As Kenned} arrived al Birch Grove, he carried a 
note from his ambassador in London. David Bruce, 
warning that Macmillan's government was "mortally 
wounded" bv the Profumo affair. 


Richard Lamb, who succeeded Macmillan as Con- 
servative candidate for Stockton, does not agree. He 
maintains that, had Macmillan not been panicked by 
a new doctor's over-gloomy prognosis of his prostate 
trouble, he would have secured reelection in 1964. In 
the archives. Lamb has unearthed the plan of Macmil- 
lan and His Chancellor of the Exchequer. Reginald 
Maudling. Their scheme would have devalued the 
pound, sold off the dollar portfolio and imposed 
import controls to manufacture an election-winning 
boom. It makes for a haunting "if of history, not 
only whether it could have worked, but also whether 
the knowledge of the scheme might have freed 
Harold Wilson to devalue three years before being 
forced to in 1967. 

Lamb has written an extraordinarily useful, hut 
rather irritating book. It is lopsided, devoting far too 
much attention to the flailing attempts to avoid 
entering Europe by devising a European Free Trade 
Area instead. By far the most interesting nugget. De 


Gaulle's apparent readiness ro grant Britain EEC 
membership in return for nuclear secrets, gets too 
little attention. Another Nl pages rehash the very 
messy process of decolonisation in- Africa. By con- 
trast. the 1959 general election, economic policy and 
the two key Chancellors. Selwyn Lloyd and Maudl- 
ing. get 40 pages all told. 

This odd ordering of priorities combines with a 
broad lack of analysis to produce archivism. rather 
than history. And Lambs archivism is not wholly 
reliable. Overwhelmed by source material in the 
Public Record Office, he seems unaware of vital 
aspects of the Cuban crisis: the presence of Soviet 
tactical nuclear weapons: and Kennedy 's secret deal 
with Khrushchev to remove the U.S. missile bases in 
Turkey. Macmillan's memoirs say he would "never 
have consented". The Americans never bothered to 
tell him — The Guardian. 

Martin Walker 
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Images of the Grey Departure 

By Youssef Jameel 

This book is a semi-hisiorical. semi-autobiographical 
account of the period that begins with the occupation 
of Palestine and the subsequent establishment of the 
• state of Israel, and ends in 1992. the date of the 
book's publication. 

Contained within the account's autobiographical 
sections, is the writer's description of his personal 
ordeal as a refugee, fleeing the atrocities of war in a 
historical tragedy which he was witness to. 

The style is transparent, emotional: not offset by a 
rigid political science style of presentation. Here, 
facts are interwoven with personal eyewitness 
accounts, ranging from the loss of a counf/y. to iife 31 
its borders in a refugee camp. The Egyptian revolu- 
tion. the ascent of the Ba'ath Party to power in both 
Syria and Iraq, the establishment of the PLO. the 
Arab summit conferences . the 1967 and 1973 wars. 
the Lebanese Civil War are some of the inc/den is 
scrutinsed by the writer. 

The style may be termed "literaty-political" for the 
writer paces through half a century of Arab political 
events coloured by his personalised view. He begins 
from his experiences as a 7-year-old in the Palestinian 
village of Kufr Kannah: '/ remember the begin- 
ning Jameel writes. " voices of bombs, showers of 


bullets, fear, horror encicling all." 

The pictures the writer draws are gloomy, a hasty 
departure from the village: “ I remember when I got 
tired my father carried me. adding thus an extra 
burden on him while mounting those heights and 
running away with the others through parhs’strickens 
with thorns and sharp rocky edges. I'm looking with 
fearful eyes at my father who was exhausted by his 
human burden and at my silent mother. I remember 
her with her tears and her children's embrace." 

The camp .he describes as "exposed to the sun: its 
glow whips us and thorns on the road eat into our feet 
and the winter pinches us. Home is a tent and in the 
tent I grew; the tent which got wide to the point of 
engulfing our exile and homelessness." 

The writer then goes on to describe contemporary 
historical events in the Arab World. He draws on an 
Arab reality marked by disunity before 1967. but to 
which dignity was restored by the 196S Karameh 
Battle. The writer finally brings us into the present 
decade with the intifada, which, according ro the 
writer, was the final incident that led Israel to follow 
the path of peace. 

Published by Yarmouk University Press, it is Yousef 
Jameel's second book. 

Muhammad D. Tahboub 
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No more toys 


By .fean-dawfe Elias 

Having been in the computer business for nearly 
twenty years now, I have preconceived ideas , full of 
scepticism towards new products. Even if this atti- 
tude sadly reveals my age (and hopefully my experi- 
ence), it has often helped me avoid unnecessary 
hardware purchases and wasting time testing poor 
programmes. 

Until now notebooks — those amazing small sized , 
fully integrated computers — hadn't made it to my 
list of “professionally accepted ’’ products. Though in 
the market since about 1988, portable computers 
were constantly well behind full size . desktop 
machines in terms of characteristics. In my opinion 
their small size and light weight were just not enough 
to cover their weaknesses, though I suspect that even 
the early models must have helped many a travelling 
businessman or salesman perform his job . 

Before 1995, notebooks’ major daw was a poor 
quality screen display, monochrome for most. 
Rechargeable batteries, in the best case, would make 
them work for four to six short hours only. Even the 
processing power (processor speed, memory and disk 
capacity) were not really up to professional stan- 
dards. All this has changed now. 

New models can proudly compete with their big 
desktop brothers. Displays with active colours — 
much better than passive screens — will show you 
superb colours and super fine characters and graphics 
resolution. Even Pentium processors are now avail- 
able in the magic A4 notebook format. Some models 
can be fitted with 16 or 32 MB (million characters) 
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memory and 540 MB hard disks. More than enough 
to run any piece of software. Need a built-in 
fax-modem? No problem , it’s been made so small 
that you won't even notice it's inside the notebook. 

The biggest breakthrough however, the one that 
converted me, is the new type of batteries; they will 
keep you computing for 10 hours in a row before they 
need recharging. That's practically two days of work, 
ora very long one. Or a non-stop Amman-Singapore 
Bight with the notebook on your laptop. 

Convincing the most sceptical, the new types of 
hard disks that notebooks are equipped with can 
withstand higher levels of shocks and vibrations , 
making the machines truly heavy-duty and suitable 
for war reporters or other “ hard field ” situations. 

The very demanding can ask for a built-in pointer. 
It's integrated in the keyboard and comes as a very 
bandy replacement for a mouse. Unless one doesn't 
use Windows, a mouse or a similar pointing device is 
a must. 

Yesterday’s toys have graduated to professional 
machines and we've grown a little bit older. 



The oddities of culture 


By Sammr Ghaleb Bagammn 

Personal safety, the freedom from risk and injury, 
and product design have lately become the targets of 
a worldwide campaign the declared aim of which is to 
improve the safety of all individuals , whether at 
home , at work or out on the streets. 

Some of the main issues that are being targeted 
include the accessibility by children to harmful 
substances when left unsupepised in the home, 
hazardous materials and machinery in the workplace 
and the technologies used to test the safety features 
in the latest car designs. 

But while it remains generally accepted that the 
first steps to be undertaken in any such campaign 
should be a bundle of surveys that would help 
identify which products and which packaging design 
are causing what kinds of accidents and which age 
group is more liable to suffer such acddcn ts, ■ several 
societies remain lagging behind where such statistics 
are concerned. 

Certainly manufacturers, and industry as a whole, 
have got a duty to their customers to provide them 
with safe products. Any warning signs on such 
products should be easily understood and clearly 
legible. 

The latest crash tests for vehicles have highlighted 
a certain design fault - in some small cars of the 
hatchback category where the back seats could be 
pulled down to give more storage room in the trunk. 
The problem was that when heavy items were stored 
in the trunk, these times where generally thrown 
forward, through the back seats and into the passen- 
ger compartment placing the passengers in these 
seats in the very grave position where they were 
likely to be crushed under the weight of such times. 
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with safety has taken a twisted turn. Faith NUttW: ^ea 
of being able to sue manufacturers for compensation 
has grown to such an extent that it has become a. 
dangerous element. As companies fear that they wdl 
be Sied over an unsafe product or an injury f^tawed 
as a result of a faulty design, the process ofpnrioct 
improvement in a competitive market has become 

tilled with risks. . . . 

In the medical field , doctors are bemg burdened by 
insurance against litigation and new medical technol- 
ogy is being assessed on its legal imphcahons as well 
as on its possible benefits. 

In such cultures where the fear of compensation 
bangs over just about anything, risks will not be 
taken because the potential cost is too high; And 
lawyers have a cunning talent for subverting sense 
when their fees are at stake. 

Rather than accepting life as intrinsically danger- 
ous, people are tending to assume that there is a right 
to safety which can be infinitely extended. 

What remains really amusing about this whole 
condition is that the demands for safety within this 
culture of compensation have developed in parallel 
to another culture where risk and danger are. just 
about everything. This is the culture where danger- 
ous forms of entertainment are hip, e.g. bungee- 
jumping, and where movies embrace the fantasy of 
destruction and violent triumph. 

In real life, we demand safety. While at the same 
time, we demand danger from the realms of fantasy. 
We want to feel danger, but only from a distance. 



ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A . Shuqair 


TEST YOUR MEMORY 
Examine the pictures below and then state how many 
of them you could identify. They all count 15. 


Brush memory in a mi- 
nute 
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ASTOUNDING FACTS 

* A normal adult pulse rate is 70-72 beats per minute 


at rest for males, and 78-S2 for females. This can 
increase to 200 or more during violent exercise or 
drop to as low as 12 in the extreme case of Dorothy 
Mae Stevens who recorded the. lowest pulse ever 
• taken by doctors when she was found in an alley in 
Chicago on Feb. 1. 1951. Wgr temperature {59 F) 
returned to normal after 12 hours. 

•A Hr & Or & 

A The longest heart stoppage is a minimum of 3 hours 
32 minutes in the case of Miss Jean Jawbone. 20. 
who was revived by a team of 26. using peritoneal 
dialysis, in Winnipeg Medical Centre. Manitoba. 
Canada, on Jan. 19. 1977. , 
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A G. Stuart Keith of the American Museum of 
Natural History, shown below with a Fiji lory, has 
sighted more than 5.000 different species of birds. 
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LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 

— What sort of a man is he? Ayyo anwa ar'ryal howa? 

— He 's sociable and always optimistic. 

How ijtema’e wa da'iman mutafa'ri. 

— What kinds of drinks do you like ? 

Ayyo anwa'ul mashrobat akthar tafdeelan in d aka? 

— Mango, strawberry and orange juices. 

Ass’ir al-mango, wal-farawla wal-burtuqal. 

— What people did you meet yesterday? 

Ayyan'nas qabalta ams? 

— The young and the old. the rich and the poor, the 
weak and the strong. 

As-sigbar wal-kibar, al-aghneya wal-fuqara , ad-du’afa 

wal-aqweya . 

— Which way shall you go ? 

Ayya tareek savrfa nas’lok? 

— "TRhe shortest andthe safes ‘ ...... 

* ,* At-tareek al-aqsar wal-aslam. 

— What places ha ve you visited lately ? 

Ayyai amaakin zurtaha fil-fatral-akhira? 

— All the Asian and African capitals in the Middle 
East. 

Kollal awasim al-asya’wiya wal-ifreeqiya fish'sharq 

eJ-awsat. 
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BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. In horse riding, what is a "crupper"? 

2. In boxing, what is a “south-paw"? 

3. Pall mall is a London Street. but what was pall mall 
when it was not a street? 

4. In angling, what is a “ galf ? 

. Hr A A A A 

PUZZLES 

Can you arrange the numbers from 1 to 11 in the 
circles shown so that the total of the numbers along 
any straight line is the same as any other total? 



dem 


Si bnn tlrr 


.(K - 

'dr, ; : * 

* ft;. 

jliW r. "j." •. ■ 

? V"-\ . 

Bp •_ . 

!'*? 

:: : - . 

V 1 -a;-. .. . 

- • 


. -P -P & -p -P 


-t* \f. 

Aj'r,, 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 




Thursday, 

Aug. 3 

130 Iris-The Happy Pro- 
fessor 

1:40 Noddy 
2:00 Fireman Sam 
2:15 My -Secret Identify 
2:30 NJJ.A. 

3m Pirates Island 
3-30 Take Your Pick 
4tiJ0 l Witness Video 
SH)0 Spirou 


5:30 Varieties And Game 
Show — Le Monde Est A 
Vous 

7:00 Le Journal 

7:15 Magazine — Por- 
trait D’AIain CavaEer 

7:30 News Headlines 

7:35 National Geog- 
raphic 


830 The Album Show 

9:15 Murder Sbe Wrote 

10:00 News In English 

10:25 Movie — Miss 
American Beauty 


Starring: Diane Lane & 
Cloris Leachman 


The story of a pretty and 
energetic young universi- 
ty student who enters the 
state of Texas beauty 
pageant to gain a scho- 
larship and further her 
music studies. 


12m Shogun 


Friday, 

Aug. 4 

1:00 Read-A-ABe Deed - 
A-ABe 

1:15 Beethoven 


130 Why 4 didn’t Think 
Of That 

2:00 White Fang 


230 Movie — Bonanza: 
The Return 

Starring: Ben Johnson & 
Michael London JR 


The story of patriarch 
Ben Cartwright and bis 
three sons ati from diffe- 
rent mothers... 


5:00 Spirou 

530 TririSbn — Rhesus 
Romeo 

7m Le Journal 


2:50 Harry At. ?. The 
Hendersons 

3:00 Road To Avonlea 

4m Families 


7:15 Ma gazin e — E —M6 5:00 Spirou 


ii:30 Fortunate Pilgrim 

Sunday, * 

Aug . 6 

2m The FUntstones 


Monday, 

Aug. 7 

2:00 The Animals Of 
Farthing Wood 

230 Hey Dad ! 


730 News Headlines 
735 African Skies 
8m Coach 
830 Jordan Today 
9:15 WUd Side 


5:30 Documentary — 
C’est Pas Sorrier 


6m Place En Garde A 
Vue 

7m Le Journal 
730 News Headlines 


230 The Mighty Jungle 3:00 Survival 

3:00 Pugwall’s Summer 4m Families 


10:00 News In English 8z00 Major Dad 


1035 Movie — Switching 
Parents 


Starring: Bill Smitrovich 
& Kathleen York 

The movie tel/s the pas- 
sionate story of a boy 
who has for a long time 
suffered from his pa- 
rents ’ ill-rela tionship. He 
soon gets adopted by 
another family who treat 
him as a “son." 

12:00 The Powers That 
Be 


Saturday, 
Aug. 5 


4m The Crystal Maze 2m Back To The Future 


830 The Bold And The 
Beautiful 

9:15 Drama — Dr. 
Quinn-Medidne Woman 


330 Movie Magic 
4:00 Families 
5:00 Spirou 

5:30 La Marche Du Sie- 
cfc 

7m Le Journal 

7:15 Ushuaia: Le Maga- 
zine De L’ Extreme 


7:30 News Headlines 


10:00 News In English 735 Tomorrow’s World 


10:20 Touch And Die 

Starring: Martin Sheen & 
Veronique Jannot 

The story of an Amer- 
ican journalist in Rome 
who is assigned to cover 
the murders of three 
people. His investiga- 
tions reveal a conspiracy 
by covert arms dealers to 
smuggle nuclear mate- 
rials to Third World na- 
tions. 


8m Nurses 

830 The Bold And The 
Beautiful 


9:15 StrathbUair 
10:00 News In English 
1035 Touch And Die 
1130 The Hidden Room 
12m Grace Under Fire 


5m Spirou 


Tuusduy, 

Aug. 8 

2m Captain Planet 

230 M.A.N.T.LS. 

3m The Road To Avon- 
lea 

4m Families 
5:00 Spirou 


Wednesday, 
Aug. 9 


2m Problem Child 
230 Super Champs 
3m Tomorrow’s World 
330 Amazing Stories 
4:00 Families 


5:30 TeiaUm — Grand- SMO Spirou 


7:00 Le Journal 


530 Taratata 


7:15 French Varieties 7 :00 Le Journal 


730 News Headlines 

735 Camp Wilder 

8:00 McHale’s Navy 

830 The Bold And The 
Beautiful 

9:15 Harts Of The West 


7:15 Magazine — Faut 
Pas Rever 


330 Detective TeteGhn 
Nestor Burma 

7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 Ushuaia 


730 News Headlines 7z3 0 News Headlines 


735 You Bet Your Life 

8m Piglet Flies 

830 The Bold And The 
Beautiful 


10m News In English 9:15 Urban Angel 


10:25 The Ruth RendeB’s 
Mysteries — Murder 
Bring Once Done 


nm Movie — Antony 
And Cleopatra 

Starring: Chariton Hes- 
ton & Hildegard Neil 


UkOO News In PngUcft 

10:25 Death Of Apar- 
theid 

1130 New York Under- 
cover 

12:00 Keeping Up 
Appearances 


C. Clarke’s 
Mysterious Universe 

^^Anything For A 

330 The Bold And The 
oeautmd 

9:15 Heart Of Healing 

10:00 News In English 
*0:25 Prism 
10:45 Blue Skies 
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j 5/ Bob Thomas 

The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Hugh 
Gram finally has finished 
his rounds of the TV talk 
shows, having added a 
new wrinkle to the science 
of Hollywood spin con- 
trol: career rescue by pub- 
fic expiation. 

Arrested in flagrante 
with a sunset strip hooker. 
Grant faced significant 
damage to his squeaky- 
clean image and new sta- 


tus as a big-money Holly- 
wood player. But bis tele- 
vised confessionals, which 
coincided with promotion 
for his new movie. Nine 
Months , seem to have re- 
paired much of the dam- 
age. 

"It's a no-win situa- 
tion /* observes veteran 
film publicist Harry Qcin. 
“The best you can hope 
for is to come out brea- 
thing, and Grant seems to 
have done that... If he had 
hidden from something 


like this, it probably 
would have gotten much 
worse.” 

Longtime publicist 
Bruce Feldman agrees 
Grant used the right 
strategy. 

“He* was able to put 
himself out in public, 
show that he bad a good 
sense of humour and was 
somewhat bumble , ” Feld- 
man said. “He made him- 
self accessible, so his in- 
terviewers weren’t too 
hard on him. ” 



Charlie Sheen 


Feldman cited another, 
effective use of mass 
media to quell a scandal , 
this one the mammoth 
cost overruns on Water- 
world, a Universal Pic- 
tures release. 

“Kevin Costner is out 
there with Letterman and 
all over the place , being 
friendly and cheerful 
said Feldman. “ People 
really like him, and he’s 
showing himself to be very 
likeable. I think the pic- 
ture has turned a real cor- 
ner as a result. ” 

Meanwhile, actor Char- 
lie Sheen is taking the 
hush-hush approach after 
getting caught with bis 
pants down. 

"bast, week , the scion of 
the Sheen-Estevez family 
sweated through a 
videotape he made for a 
federal jury in the trial of 
Hollywood Madam Heidi 
jffeiss on charges of tax 
evasion and money 
laundering. 

Sheen admitted that he 
had ordered Fleiss ’ call 
girls at least 27 times, run- 
ning up a tab of more than 
$50,000. 

The 29-year-old actor 
issued a statement 


through a spokesman apo- 
logisiong to “my family, 
my future wife, my dose 
friends, for any embar- 
rassment these incidents 
may have caused. ” 

But that was it. Unlike 
Grant, there have been no 
shamefaced comments to 
Jay, no sorrowful after- 
thoughts with Dave. 
Apparently, Sheen’s 
approach is to clam up. 

Publicists generally feel 
Sheen has done the right 
thing. After all, bow can 
be set in Leno 's or Letter- 
man’s couch and chat ab- 
out shelling out $1,500 to 
$3,000 for “ heterosexual 
services,” and once on 
Christmas Day, no less? 

Sheen might take heart 
from the examples of past 
stars who became 
embroiled in scandals but 
whose careers survived 
nicely with tittle or no spin 
control: 

— In 1935, Mary Astor 
was sued by her ex- 
husband for custody of 
their daughter on the 
grounds the actress was an 
unsuitable mother. The 
evidence was her diary, 
which purported to list her 
affairs with famous' Holly- 


wood males. Miss Astor 
won the suit, and the diary 
was never revealed. Her 
career thrived for de- 
cades, highlighted by an 
Academy Award as Best 
Supporting Actress in 
1941 for The Great Lie. 

— Errol Flynn at the 
height of his career in 1942 
was tried for stautory rape 
of two teenage girls on his 
yacht. He was acquitted, 
and he became a bigger 
star than ever. “In Like 
Flynn” became a national 
catch phrase. 

— In 1948, Robert 
Mitcbum was arrested 
while smoking marijuana 
with a starlet in her apart- 
ment. The married actor 
served two months in the 
county slammer and 
emerged so much in de- 
mand that Howard 
Hughes bought his con- 
tract from David Selznick 
for $200,000. . 

— The rising star 
Carole Landis committed 
suicide in 1948, reportedly 
because her lover, Rex 
Harrison, would not leave 
his wife. Harrison left 
Hollywood soon after the 
tragedy, but returned 
years later to win an Oscar 



British actor Hugh Grant is showm in a 
Los Angelas Police department booking 
photograph following his arrest 


for My Fair Lady. 

— In 1958 , Cheryl 
Crane stabbed to death 
mobster Johnny Stompa - 
nato in the bedroom of 
her mother, Lana Turner. 


Turner, who bad been 
trying to end a romance 
with Stompanato, con- 
tinued as one ‘ of the 
highest-paid actresses in 

films 
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At 78, Ernest 
Borgnine still 
an actor in 
demand 


By Lynn Elber 
The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — A 
palm reader laid it all out 
for navy gunner's mate 
Ernest Borgnine 50 years 
ago: Nothing but good 
things. A great . future. 
Lots of mopey.' 

Relaxing in his sunny, 
spacious hilltop home, his 
Marty best-actor Oscar 
standing guard on a book- 
shelf. Borgnine seems a 
testament to the sooth- 
sayer. 

He is a robust. 78. still 
an actor in demand and 
1 preparing to start work on 
a new NBC comedy. The 
Single Guy. Tova. his wife 
of 22 years, is a cosmetics 
tycoon: “Believe me. 
quite a girl," Borgnine 
says. 

And he has the freedom 
and energy to jump into 
his 40- foot ( 12-metre) bus, 
dubbed the Sunburn . and 
flit around the country 
from RV park to RV 
park, stopping happily to 
sign autographs and 
accept hellos from sur- 
prised truckers. 

His indelible portrayal 
of the kind, lonely butcher 
in Marty and the likable 
navy captain in the TX 
series McHale ‘s Navy 
overcame his early, vil- 
lainous screen image . 

Thar suits Borgnine. 
who revels in the real-life 
role of forthright, good- 
natured American. 

His hero is Abraham 
Lincoln, whom Borgnine 
calls “the only good politi- 
cian. because he was for 
the people. " The burly 
actor is a proud member 
of the Masons Fraternal 
Order and unabashedly 
sentimental. 

“My mother told me if 
you can make one person 
in the world happy every 
day. you've accomplished 
a 'ere at deaf Borgnine 
says. “ 1 figure through my 
work, if / make one per- 
son smile, that's what it's 
all about. " 

TV. specifically. the 
1962-66 comedy McHale s 
Navy, also brought the 
celebrity that Borgnine 
freelv admits he relishes. 

“I worked all my life to 
be recognised . " he says. 
“This is what's so foolish 
about people in my pro- 
fession. They make a little 
name for themselves and 
they hide behind dark 
glasses. 

■ ‘So ridiculous. Show 
\the people your face. 
That s what it's all about. 


that's what you're sell- 
ing. " 

Borgnine began selling 
himself as a performer af- 
ter a 10-year stint in the 
navy, which included 
World .War 11 duty pro- 
tecting the east coast from 
enemy invasion (his ship 
encountered . one sub- 
marine. he says, but it got 
away). 

After an apprenticeship 
in the theatre in the late 
1940s. a series of TV and 
movie parts followed. His 
breakthrough role came in 
the unexpected vehicle of 
Many (1955). 

The small, poignant 
story of a humble butch- 
er’s love for a homely 
woman almost didn't get 
made. Borgnine says. Its 
producers, including Burt 
Lancaster, had intended 
the project as a tax write- 
off. 

Borgnine also made a 
determined effort to avoid 
Martv typecasting. His 
next feature Him was the 
musical. The Best Things 
In Life Are Free. He says 
he decided to veer from 
movies to television and 
McH ale's Navy because 
he wanted the exposure. 

His latest return to tele- 
vision comes in u support- 
ing role, as a lovable door- 
man who' meddles in the 
life of The Single Guy star 
Jonathan Silverman. He 
was pressured into taking 
the job. Borgnine ex- 
plains. 

His agent, his wife and 
his secretary all chided 
him for be ing unem- 
ployed. “C'mon. you can 't 
just tinker around with 
your bus all the time, 
going here and there. " 
they told him. 

The Single Guy caught 
his eye. Given the odds of 
success in television. 
Borgnine figured he'd 
probably just make the 
series ' pilot and be done . ' 

But then NBC picked 
up the show for the fall 
and gave it a choice Thurs- 
day night spot between 
the h/f comedies Friends 
and Seinfeld. 

“ I'm stuck with it. but 
I'm going to enjoy it. " 
Borgnine says. 

“I’m nor carrying the 
show.” he adds. “But 
believe me. my little five 
minutes in there will be 
fun. and that's what I 
want. 

“Listen, for 13 weeks. 
I'm sure I can do it. If it 
goes longer, fine. Til be 
the oldest actor exlant in 
television. " 


Huge salaries still demonstrate star power 


By Bob Thomas 

The Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES — What 
makes a movie star? 

Billy Wilder once re- 
marked that the camera 
had a “love affair '* with 
stars like Greta Garbo. 
Marlene Dietrich and 
Marilyn Monroe, all of 
whom he worked with. 

The great English ac- 
tress Ellen Terry defined 
star quality as “that little 
something extra." though 
she couldn’t explain what 
that little something extra 
ivas. 

“A star is someone who 
attracts your attention 
even when he or she isn't 
doing anything, " suggests . 
George Sidney, who 
directed dozens of stars' 
during MG M's golden 
yea rs. * ‘ Spencer " Tracy 
could be standing behind 
Clark Gable and just nod- 
ding. but you couldn't 
help but notice him. 

“Stars have a kind of 
inner magic that makes 
you want to look at them. 
Michelle Pfeiffer is like 
that. So were Lana Tur- 
ner. Ava Gardner. Rita 
Hayworth. You can't take 
your eyes off them. ” 

Whatever creates stars, 
two things can be certain: 

1. The movie business 
can’t exist without them. 

2. Stardom can be very, 
very' lucrative. 

To illustrate No. 2: Jim 
Carrey, a little-known 
comedian two years ago. 
recently signed a $20 mil- 
lion contract for his fifth 
movie. Sylvester Stallone, 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. 
Bruce willis and Tom 
Hanks also can earn that 
kind of money. 

The star system did not 
emerge immediately with 
the birth of movies a cen- 
tury ago. In the beginning, 
the actors were anony- 
mous. and they remained 
so in the first decade of 
the 1900s. But the sudden 
popularity of movies 
prompted the public to 


write letters to actors who 
intrigued them — the first 
fan mail. 

In lieu of names, the 
letters were addressed to 
“the girl with the curls." 
“ the waif. " “the man wiih 
sad eyes. " “the handsome 
Indian." etc. 

Along with inventing 
techniques that helped 
make motion pictures an 
art form. D.W. Griffith 
contributed to rhe emerg- 
ence of stars. Starting at 
biograph in 190S. the 
director collected a stock 
company of young players 
such as. Lillian and 
Dorothy Gish. Mary Pick- 
ford. Mae Marsh and 
Florence Lawrence. None 
received billing. 

In 1910. rhe aggressive 
Carl Laemmle plucked 
Florence Lawrence from 
biograph and introduced 
her to the public with a 
publicity stunt. A St. 
Louis newspaper had re- 
ported that Miss Lawr- 
ence. known as " the bio- 
graph girl. " had been kil- 
led in a streetcar accident. 

Laemmle in a trade- 
paper ad denounced the re- 
port as a lie. He 
announced that the aerress 
would appear at the open- 
ing of her new film in St. 

■ Louis. The event caused a 
riot. 

Thus. Laemmle intro- 
duced the first publicity 
stunt. rhe first personal 
appearance, and the star 
system. 

The first superstar was 
■Mary Pick ford. 

The winsome little girl 
with the long curls started 
at biograph in 1909 for $40 
a week. Seven years later. 
Adolph Zukor. gave her 
$10,000 a week . plus a 
$350,000 bonus and her 
own company. In 1917. 
she moved to first national 
at $350,000 per picture, 
and she made seven films 
that year. 

Charlie Chaplin became 
the other great star of 
silent films. Starting in 


Immortal lines 

Ever since the advent of sound movies on the 
cinema scene, stars have uttered lines of dialogue that 
have become part of American folklore. 

The real credit, of course, is due to the partly 
anonymous screenwriters and novelists who wrote the 
lines. But the words are forever identified with the 
stars. A sampling: 

— Greta Garbo: “I rant to be alone " ( Grand 
Hotel. 19321. * 

— Mae West: “Why don 7 you come up and see me 
sometime ?” (She Done Him Wrong , 1933). 

— Clark Gable: “Frankly, my dear. I don’t give a 
damn" (Gone With The Wind, 1939). 

— Ronald Reagan: “Where's the rest of me?" 
(King’s Row, 1941). 

— Humphrey Bogart: "We'U always have- Paris" 
( Casablanca , 1942). 

— Bette Davis: Fasten your seat belts. It’s going to 
be a bumpy night” (All About Eve, 1950). 

— Marion Brando: " I coulda had class I coulda 
been a contender" (On The Waterfront. 1954). 

— Ryan O’Neal: " Love means never having to say 
you’re sorry” (Love Story, 1970). 

— A1 Pacino: "My father made him an offer he 
couldn’t refuse” (The Godfather, 1972). 

— Peter Finch: "I want you to get right up now and 
go to the window, open it and stick your head out and 
yell, ’I’m mad as hell, and I’m not going to take this 
anymore”’ ( Network , 1976). 

— Alec Guinness: "May the force be with vou " 
(Star Wars, 1977). 

— Tom Hanks.' "Life is like a box of chocoiares” 
(Forrest Gump, 1994). 


1913 with Mack Sennet r. 
his little tramp captured 
audiences throughout the 
world. By 1918. he was 
being paid more than $1 
million for eight two-reel 
comedies. 

The formation of Un- 
ited Artists in 1919 hit the 
industry with the same im- 
pact of 1995's Dream 
Works SKG. The biggest 
stars of silent films — 
Pickford. Chaplin. Doug- 
las Fairbanks — and the 
biggest director . D. W. 
Griffith, joined to pro- 
duce and distribute their 
own films. 

United Artists marked 
the zenith of star power in 
silent films. . The 1920s 
brought the consolidation 
of control in the hands of a 
few big studios, which 
amassed theatre chains to 


show their product. Stars 
remained important, but 
most o f them were tied to 
studio contracts. 


“You ain't heard nothin' 
yet. " 

Ai Jolson’s prophetic 
words in the 1927 The Jazz 
Singer signalled rhe end of 
the ~ silent era and the birth 
of a new generation of 
U.S. stars. Most of the 
silent actors were swept 
away by a new breed from 
Broadway and Vaudeville 
— fast-talking, vital, ex- 
uberant. 

James Cagney. Clark 
Gable. Spencer Tracy. 
Jean Harlow. Edward G. 
Robinson. Bette Davis. 
Ginger Rogers and others 
captured the tempo of the 
7930s. The major studios 


boasted large rosters of 
stars and featured-players. 
Through most of the ‘30s 
and '40s. nearly every star 
was under contract to stu- 
dios. Only a few. such as 
Cary Grant. Irene Dunne. 
Charles Boyer and Ronald 
Colman successfully free- 
lanced. 

The year 1948 marked 
the beginning of the end of 
the big-studio era. That 
was when television began 
to change the entertain- 
ment habits of Americans. 
It was also the year when 
the U.S. supreme court 
ruled that the major com- 
panies were guilty of 
monopolistic practices. 
The majors were ordered 
to divest themselves of the 
theatre chains that 
guaranteed a market for 
their product. 

Contract lists gradually 
were whittled down. Such 
longtime stars as • Clark 
Gable. Joan Crawford. 
Tyrone Power. Robert 
Taylor and Bette Davis 
entered the free-lance 
market, and their careers 
eventually - faded. They 
were replaced by a new 
generation of actors: 
Montgomery Clift. Mar- 
lon Brando. Marilyn Mon- 
roe. Paul Newman. Jane 
Fonda. Shirley MacLaine. 
etc. 

As the number of stars 
dwindled, talent agencies 
ascended in power.MCA 's 
s Lew Wasserman negoti- 
ated a landmark deal for 
Jimmy Stewart; the star 
waived his big. salary in 
exchange for 50 per cc"f 
of the profits from Univer- 
sal Pictures. He earned 
millions. Cary Grant was 
able to make contracts 
that gave him ownership 
of his films. 

Agency control con- 
tinues in the i990s. CAA. 
ICM and Wilfiam Morris 
can make fabulous con- 
tracts for that select hand- 
ful of stars who can 
“open" a movie — mean- 
ing they can ensure a big 


first weekend gross. 

“The 'star system' 
doesn't exist anymore." 
observes NBC's Jim 
Brown, who has covered 
Hollywood for decades. 
“By that I mean the way 
that studios would nurture 
actors, building their 
careers until they reach 
star status. Today's actors 
better be stars when they 
get there. Otherwise, they 
may never get another 
chance. 

"There is no place for 
actors to fail in today's 
movie world. If they don't 
make it righ t a way, 
they're in deep trouble." 

Today's Hollywood 
producers are loath -to 
take chances on newcom- 
ers. preferring to stick 
with stars who can 
“open." But those stars 
are aging. 

Clint Eastwood is 65: 
Sean Connery. 64: Jack 
Nicholson. 58: Robert 
Redford. 57: AI Pacino. 
55: Barbra Streisand. 53: 
Harrison Ford, 52: Robert 
De Niro. 51: Bette Mid- 
ler. 49: Goldie Hawn. Di- 
., ana Keaton and Arnold 
Schawrzenegger 48; Mery! 
Streep 46: Jessica Lange. 
Whoopi Goldberg and 
Jeff Bridges 45: Kevin 
Costner and Bruce Willis 
40. 

Most of the above re- 
main in demand. 

But few new stars have 
come along to join them. 
The past decade has pro- 
duced Julia Roberts. De- 
nzel Washington, Michel- 
le Pfeiffer. Mel Gibson 
and Tom Cruise. Eddie 
Murphy and Glenn Close. 

More recently, though, 
only a handful have 
emerged, such as Keanu 
Reeves. Sharon Stone, 
Liam Neeson and Brad 
Pitt. 

Unless the American 
studios can find and de- 
velop new stars, they are 
condemned to paying 
ever-inflating salaries for 
the current ones. 


A perfume by any other name 




By Marie-Dominique 
Follain 

Agence France Presse 

PARIS — Floral notes or 
spicy rang . most top 
French perfumes these 
days are the work of 
white-coated laboratory 
technicians rather than a 
distillation by an in-house 
alchemist. 

Angel from Thierry 
Mugler, the Tocade of 
Rochas and a Jean-Paul 
Gaultier for men soon to 
appear are all the concoc- 
tions of Quest Interna- 
tional France . owned by 
the Anglo-Dutch con- 
glomerate Unilever. 

Quest has eight perfum- 


ers busy doing experi- 
ments at Neuitiy on the 
western outskirts of Paris, 
with production carried 
out at Meru just north, of 
the capital. 

A bare handful of 
legendary houses , includ- 
ing Chanel, Guerlain and 
Jean Patou, still have their 
own personal "noses” to 
conceive new fragrances 
to order. 

But the other big names 
in perfumery turn for their 
potions to Quest. 
Givaudan Roure, I.F.F. 
or Firmenich , leaders in 
their field, with rhe first 
three posting annual tur- 
nover of $1 billion. 

But a shroud of mystery 
has long cloaked their 


activities. 

“There are taboos in 
our job, " admits Barbara 
Le Portz . head of Quest's 
fine perfumes division. 
“ When a brand name 
launches a new perfume, 
it is presumed it prepared 
the formula itself. Our 
clients do not wish us to 
come forward to get the 
credit. " 

The stakes are high and 
the competition is fierce. 
About 160 new fragrances 
appear in French per- 
fumeries and department 
store outlets each year. To 
be profitable . a perfume 
needs to survive three 
years. Only two are going 
to last a decade or more. 

Several companies at a 


time are asked to submit 
samples for a given pro- 
ject. At the end of a year, 
just two are left in the 
running, and the commis- 
sioning brand name leaves 
its final choice to the last 
moment. The latest per- 
fume from Hermes went 
through more than 1,000 
tests, and the-' Rochas 
Tocade required 500. 

Ms. Le Portz said 
there was a certain finan- 
cial logic to the current 
hectic pace of getting new 
perfumes onto the mar-, 
ket. since only the houses 
which brought out novel- 
ties had succeeded in 
maintaining turnover . and 
getting ahead. " But the 


trade is spoiling its reputa- 
tion in this race for tur- 
nover. " she wanted. 

A perfume ought not to 
be just the sum of the 
concessions made to the 
latest fancies, Ms. Le 
Portz argued. Beyond that 
aspect, there was the his- 
tory the perfume repre- 
sented for the brand 
name. “ Before being raw 
material, perfume is 
loaded with feelings.". she 
said. "It is in fact an 
embodied sentiment. " 

Modem perfumery hails 
back to the early years of 
the 20th century when the 
three main families were 
defined. First was the 
Cyprus water version as in 
Guerlain 's Mitsouko of 


1916. Floral as in Chanel 
No. 5 followed in 1921, 
and the same year Guer- 
lain established the 
oriented type with Shali- 
mar. 

Fifteen or 20 years ago, 
250 ingredients were 
needed to make a per- 
fume. nowadays some for- 
mulas contained only 30. 
Ms. Le Portz noted. She 
said the present fashion 
was for floral accents with 
freshness and softness. 

“In a period of crisis, 
people go back to flowery 
harmonies, they are the 
most reassuring and are 
not laden with sexual con- 
notations.” Ms. Le Portz 
explained. 
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‘Suicide genes’ eradicate brain, colon cancer in lab animals 


By Paul Raeburn 

The Associated Press 


BAR HARBOR, Maine 
— ■ Injections of viruses 
'armed with “suicide 
genes' 1 have eradicated 
brain tumors and colon 
cancer in lab animals , 
opening the way to an 
entirely new kind of can- 
cer treatment, a resear- 
cher said. 

Similar experiments 
have also corrected 
hemophilia in dogs, when 
the viruses were en- 
gineered to carry a gene to 


biologist with the Howard remain to be overcome 
Hughes Medical Institute before the research .leads 
and the Baylor College of to a safe, effective treat- 


Medicine, in Houston. 

“The results were unbe- 
lievable Dr. Woo said. 
“The tumor just went 
away. Every animal re- 
sponded.” He described 
the work at a meeting of 
geneticists at the Jackson 
Laboratory in Bar Har- 
bor. 

Dr. Woo 'said he is 
“tremendously optimis- 
tic ” about the new science 
of gene therapy. But he 
tempered his optimism 


repair the blood-clotting with a reminder that cnor- 
defect , said Savio Woo, a mous scientific obstacles 


ment. 

“We need to be aware 
how technically challeng- 
ing it is,' T he said. “There 
is also fundamental cell 
biology and immunology 
we need to leant.” 

In a new study. Dr. 
Woo clipped what be cal- 
led a “suicide gene '* from 
a herpes virus and injected 
it into tumors of mice with 
colon cancer. He also in- 
jected a virus carrying an 
immun e-system stimulant 
to intensify the effect of 
the suicide gene. 


.■■The tumor cells 
absorbed the snidde gene , 
making the cells suscepti- 
ve to a drug called Gan- 
ciclovir, which is used to 
treat herpes. When the 
mice were given Ganciclo- 
vir, Dr. Woo saw “drama- 
tic” death and regression 
in the tumors, be said. 

Edward Birkenmeier, 
who is doing similar re- 
search on inherited dis- 
eases in mice at the Jack- 
son Laboratory, said the 
future for gene therapy 
remains un dear. 

“I think it’s going to 
work, but it's not going to 
be that straightforward. 


S. African heart traihsplant 
pioneers think again 


By Anton Ferreira 
Reuter . ' 


JOHANNESBURG — 
Heart transplants, once 
the pride of South African 
medicine, are now under 
tire as expensive luxuries 
in a debate over where the 
country's health priorities 
should lie. 

Nearly 30 years after 
Chris Barnard performed 


the world's first transplant 
at Cape Town's Groote 


Schuur Hospital in 1967, 
another South African 
surgeon was threatened in 
July with dismissal for per- 
forming the operation. 

Dr. Fanus Serfontein, 
working at a state hospital 
in Pretoria, broke a mora- 
torium on organ trans- 
plants imposed in January 
by the health authorities 
of Gauteng region around 
Pretoria and Johannes- 
burg. 

The authorities barred 
the operations as part of a 
policy to divert funds from 
expensive procedures and 
towards basic health care 
which would theoretically 
benefit a wider range of 
people. 

! The blackrled govern- 
ment elected in April last 
yean in South Africa 's first 


all-race elections is seek- 
ing to shift the health 
spending priorities it in- 
herited from previous 
white-minority govern- 
ments. 

..“The new government 
has brought in a 180- 
degree change in health 
care, giving access to peo- 
ple who never had it be- 
fore, " said Wim Booyse, a 
health care researcher 
with a leading phar- 
maceutical group. 

He said that m 1992m 
the then white govern- 
ment spent 77 per cent of 
its health budget on hos- 
pitals, leaving very tittle 
for primary health care for 
the black rural poor. 

“According to one 
study, the average fre- 
quency of visits by whites 
to hospital was eight times 
a year, while for blacks it 
was 0.8 times,” Mr. 
Booyse said. 

“The fundamental issue 
in the current debate is 
curative versus preventive 
care, and it is not simple. 
The important thing & to 
improve the nation's 
health as a whole.” 

Gauteng Deputy Direc- 
tor Genera/ of Health Eric 
Budh has accused Dr. Ser- 
fontein of trying to embar- 


rass health authorities by 
performing transplants de- 
spite the embargo. 

“ His actions were 
narrow-minided and self- 
ish, ” Mr. Buch said, 
adding that two heart 
transplants cost the 
equivalent of one year’s 
running costs for a health 
centre serving 10,000 peo- 
ple. 

Mr. Buch said there was 
a shortage of at least 200 
clinics in Gauteng where 
the biggest killers of chil- 
dren are diarrhoea and 
pneumonia. 

. Gauteng Health De- 
partment head Ralph Mgi- 
jima said Dr. Serfontein 
appeared not to care that 
the province was short of 
money for health services 
for the poor. 

“It certainly appears 
that his intentions are to 
create a de facto situation 
to force our hand to keep 
these procedures... and to 
continue with the historic- 
al underdevelopment of 
other institutions 

But Dr. Serfontein said 
transplants were as impro- 
tant as primary health care 
programmes such as mass 


our work, just as impor- 
tant as tertiary care. The 
one is not more important 
than the other ” be said. 

“You see lama doctor, 
I look patients in the eye 
and I must decide whether 
to operate or not,” Dr. 
Serfontein said. 


“If the parents are sit- 
ting there with their child, 
and they ask you to oper- 
ate, and you have a donor, 
and you have the facilities, 
you have a record.of.good 
results , I don't think we 
actually can say no.” 
The Afrikaans news- 
paper Beeld said in an 
editorial the question was 
whether advanced treat- 
ment procedures existed 
ylation. 


m iso 

“Medical science could 
probably show that techni- 
ques and medicines de- 
veloped for these proce- 
dures eventually have 
much broader benefit, ” it 
said. 

“South Africa has a 
moral responsibility to 
provide improved medical 
services to millions o f 
underprivileged people... 
But it must also, maintain 


immunisation of children : " \ ahdencotirge e xpetdst;blr 
“ Primary health care is the best doctors will take 
a very important part of them talents elsewhere. ” 
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IUOLOPH STPGL. — By Ed HoddJeaoo 


Each disease is going to be 
different," he said. 
“Which diseases will be 
Gist, which will respond 
well, which may never re- 
spond well, isn't clear 
yet.” 

Dr . Birkenmeier said he 
believes cancer will be 
among the most difGcult 
diseases to tight with gene 
therapy. 

Human trials of gene 


therapy have begun in a 
handful of 


patients, but 
Dr. Woo said be is wor- 
ried that those trials could 
lead the public to expect 


too much. The trials are 
designed merely to test 
the safety of the new tech- 
niques , not to determine 
how effective they are , he 
said. Widespread use is 
likely to be years away. 

a 

In every case so far, the 
initial success in treatment 
of cancer or disease has 
proven to be incomplete 
or enormously compli- 
cated. With brain tumors, 
researchers have shown 
they can eradicate a single 
tumor, but they have no 
way to hunt down and 


tot™ c*«er f* that 

may have spread. V ognes are 

” k t nf the research on . or corrective g - 

therapy now revovks Squally 

because the' 


around the development — - — th immune 

of viral carriers that have virus tnggers the an™?* 
been stripped of their system to clear out tbe_ 


harmful genes and packed invaders, 
with something intended ^ tie o{hemopbi - 


to fight disease. 

The two most promising 
carriers each have prob- 
lems, however. One of 
them, made Grom a kind of 
virus called a retrovirus, 
isn’t very. efficient at de- 
livering genes to the body. 

The other, made from 


liac dogs, the delivery of a 
corrective dotting gene 
with a retrovirus produced 
only partial correction. 1 
An adenovirus produced 
complete correction , but it 
was only temporary. Dr. 
Woo said. 


Experts warn of threat to humans 
posed by reinvigorated diseases 


By Paul Jiecer 

The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON — The 
Spanish fiu epidemic of 
1918 ambushed the human 
race and left millions dead 
before it vanished. Scien- 
tists still don't know where 
it went, and say another 
outbreak could occur. 

HIV appeared in the 
early 1980s, and the lethal 
disease may infect 40 mil- 
lion by the year 2000. Re- 
searchers haven't found a 
cure, or even a depend- 
able treatment. 

The Ebola virus 
appeared in Zaire and kil- 
led scores before quaran- 
tine and other measures 
brought it under control. 
Scientists are searching 
now for the origin of the 
killer disease. 

. Also in recent years, 
there have been outbreaks 
of dengue, yellow fever 
and cholera in the Carib- 
bean and South America; 
hantavirus and lyme dis- 
ease in the United States; 
riff valley fever in Afreica; 
diphteria in Europe; and 
boririOivirus in Australia. 

Disease is on the march, 
and the human race is not 
ready now to defend itself 


against what is really an 
unending siege by peseti - 
fence, say the experts. 

A new report compiled 
by experts from 17 U.S. 
government agencies cal- 
led for intensified interna- 
tional surveillance .of dis- 
ease outbreaks, the orga- 
nisation of a quick-strike 
system that would respond 
rapidly to outbreaks and 
assisting other countries to 
create a system to detect 
and treat infectious dis- 
eases. 

Such action, said the 
report, is a matter of U.S. 
security and international 
stability. 

x “ Microbes don ’t respect 
international bound- 
aries, ” Dr. James Hughes 
of the Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
( CDC) said Tuesday, at 
briefing on the report. 
“We really have a global 
crisis.” 

Dr. Hughes said that 
while new diseases, such 
as HIV, are emerging, old 
diseases such as tuberculo- 
sis, plague and cholera are 
returning to kill again. 
Many of the older diseases 
have become troublesome 
again because they have 


developed resistance to 
antibiotics or because of 
failed public health mea- 
sures, such as poor sanita- 
tion in overcrowded cities. 

Joshua Lederberg, a 
Nobel laureate from 
Rockefeller University, 
said that many experts 
were absolutely confident 
in the 1960s that medical 
science had solved forever 
the problem of infectious 
diseases. 

HIV, the virus that 
causes AIDS, has proven 
how wrong that view is, he 
said. 

* Nobody would have 
predicted 10 years ago 
that we would be stuck 
today, " still looking for an 
effective treatment for 
HIV, he said. “It is a very 
clever virus, indeed.” 

Dr. Lederberg said the 
Spanish Bu epidemic kil- 
led about 20 million peo- 
ple, more than twice the 
number who died in . 
World War I. And it could 
happen again. 

“There is a real ques- 
tion if our system could 
now keep pace if such a 
disease were to reap- 
pear,” he said. “We'll be 
fortunate if we get 


through the next 30 years', 
without another pande-' 
mic.” 

Efforts to monitor out- 
breaks and to detect new-, 
diseases early are how. in- 
adequate because of cuts 
in the federal budget for 
general diseases, said Dr. 
Lederberg. He said main- - 
earning the nation's and: 
world’s surveillance of dis- 1 
ease threats isimporant to 
the security of the United 
States and of people 
everywhere. ■ - 

Dr. Michael Osterholm 
of the Minnesota Depart- 
ment of Health said that 
support in the federal arid 
state health departments 
for monitoring disease ’, 
outbreaks “is actually de- 
clining just at the time we > 
have emerging diseases.” '. 

The U.S. Congress allo- 
cates milli ons for disease 
surveillance, be said, but [ 
except for 15 per cent, it is 
all directed toward AIDs, 
tuberculosis and sexually 
transmitted diseases. As a \ 
result, he said, a major , 
outbreak of some other.; 
type disease, such asb'anta 
or Ebola, could go unde - - 
tected until it became a ~ 
major epidemic. ' 
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Scientists show that hormone 
controls weight of obese mice 


.1 


By Pud Hecer 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON— Dai- 
ly injections of a special 
hormone turned fat mice 
into lean and healthy ro- 
dents, suggesting to re- 
searchers that obese hu- 
mans may one day control 
their weight with simple 
shots or pills. 

Dr. Jeffrey Friedman of 
the Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute at Rock- 
efeller University said the 
research in three labs 
proves that a hormone be 
calls “ Lcptin ” forces the 
body to bum excess fat, 
while having no apparent 
effect on lean tissue. 

“The protein resulted in 
almost a complete dis- 
appearance of body fat in 
these mice,” Dr. Fried- 
man said Wednesday. 

He said it is still not 
known, however, if the 
hormone is safe for long- 
term use and he empha- 
sised that “exercise and 
dieting is still the only 
recommended way of 
weight control. 

“7 here appeared to-be 
no side effects to the hor- 
mone,” said Dr. Fried- 
man, “but my instinct is to 
be cautious. We now have 
to prove that the hormone 
is safe.” 

Other genes related to 
weight control must be 
studied and considered 
before new therapy is 
possible, he said. 

Three reports on Lcptin 
hormone studies was pub- 
lished in Science, journal 
of the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement 
of Science . 

Obesity is a major 
health problem in the Un- 
ited States. It is related to 
heart disease, cancer and 
diabetes, and Americans 
d an estimated $30 
ion a year to control 
body weight: Most techni- 
ques fail, experts say. 

The hormone Leptin, a 
name derived from the 


Greek word for “thin,” is 
a protein that is normally 
produced by a gene called 
OB. This gene, first 
cloned last year by Dr. 
Friedman's lab, plays a 
key role in the body's con- 
trol of its own weight. 
Researchers found that a 
mouse with a Gawed OB 
gene becomes grossly 
obese and eventually de- 
velops diabetes and other 
fatal conditions. Such 
mice also lack the hor- 
mone Leptin. 


For normal mice in- 
jected with the hormone, 
the weight loss was about 
12 per cent and body fat 
levels fell to less than one 
per cent 

The diabetic mice, 
however , were not 
affected by the hormone 
shots. Dr. Friedman said 
this suggests that these 
mice lade a key cell recep- 


Scientists found that 
OB mice injected with 
shots of Leptin muddy be-, 
gan losing tat cells, ate less 
food, spent more time ex- 
ercising and generally 
became healthier. 

“It was very, very 
rapid,” said Dr. Fried- 
man. Within two weeks , 
he said, most of the ex- 
tremely fat mice reduced 
their body weight by ab- 
out 30 per cent. And even 
normal mice experienced 
a steep loss of body fat, he 
said. 

What is not known, he 
said,, is if the long-term 
use of the hormone could 
be harmful. This will have 
to be tested in mice and 
other laboratory animals, 
said Dr. Friedman, before 
any human research could 
be conducted. 

But that may not take 
long. 


Dr. Frank Collins, a re- 
searcher at Amgen, Inc., a 
California drug company 
that holds a licence from 
Rockefeller University for 
use of the OB-OB gene 
and its Leptin hormone, 
said human trials of 
weight control compounds 
could begin in about a 
year if all of die prelimin- 
ary Jab studies go well. 

In the Rockefeller 
study, researchers gave 
daily shots of Leptin to 
OB-defectivk mice , to 
normal mice and to mice 
with a gene defect that 
makes mem diabetic. 
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\L A strap passing under a Jiorse s tall and fastened to 
the harness or saddle to prevent it from slipping J 
forward. 




p A boxer whose stance advances the right foot and 
adopted arm ‘ "‘ which ,s opposite to that normally 


|3. Pall-mall (pell-mell) was a game in which a ball was 
alley 11 ™ rou ^ an /ron rm S suspended in a long 


p barbed hook mounted on a handle, used for 

*02 W - ler - main 'y to' sa 'mon and 
pike. At sea. used for Hsh too heavy for the landing 
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tor for the hormone, ; 
meaning their bodies do: 
not bcncGt from Leptin. 

Dr. Coffins said his lab r 
is planning to test the pro*; 
tern on monkeys whose 
conditions mimic human 
obesity. ■' 

“If laboratory work- 
goes well, we could be in' 5 
the (experimental) dimc Y 
next year, ” he said. ‘ T 
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Americans ask what was the price of victory 


By Arthur Spiegelman 

Reuter 


NEW YORK — Wbai 
price victory? 

Fifty years after it drop- 
ped atomic bombs or 
Japan to end history's 
bloodiest war, the United 
States is marking the 
anniversary of one of its 
most important victories 
with a public soul- 
searchfng. 

|t itf'a debate bom of 
being the only nation to 
inflict the atom bomb's 
blinding light, black rain, 
mushroom-shaped cloud 
and murderous radiation 
on civilian targets. 

Did the war have to be 
won that way? And what 
price did the United States 
and the rest of the world 
pay for nuclear victory? 

Did it make the United 


States the world’s .most 
powerful nation and effec- 
tively prevent another 
world war, as many have 
argued, or did it — as many 
others have also argued — 
usher in a half-century of 
fear, a maniacal arms race 
and a tradition of govern- 
ment by secrecy? 


Amereican lives that would 
be lost m an invasion of the 
Japanese mainland where 
battles would be fought to 
the death in every street 
and dark alley. 


to justify (he secret spend- 
ing of S2 billion on making 
it. 


With an intensity not 
seen in years, many Amer- 
icans arc challenging Presi- 
dent Hairy Truman's “the 
buck stops here” decision 
to use the bomb, arguing 
that 50 yean of denial and 
cover-up about Hiroshima 
must end. 

And many others are 
fighting back. 


But a series of television 
docu memories , magazine 
articles, public debatese 
and new books — like 
“Hiroshima in America” 
by Robert Jay Lifton and 
Greg Mitchell and “The 
Decision to Use the Ato- 
mic Bomb” by Gar Alfer- 
ovitz — are challenging 
each one of those asser- 
tions and are asking what 
use of that deadly weapon 
did to American society. 


Mr. Truman always 
maintained that the deci- 
sion was his and his alone 
and chat it was done for one 
reason only — to spare the 
hundreds of thousands of 


They say Japan was ab- 
out to surrender, that the 
Russian entry into the war 
had, more than any bomb, 
spelled the end. They also 
say the bomb was dropped 
to impress the Russians and 


“The bomb was dropped 
because it was in the 
bureaucratic pipeline to 
drop it. We had the bomb 
so we used it. No one ex- 
pected it to win the war,” 
says historian Gabriel Kol- 
ko, author of a “A Century 
of War.” 

For every attack there is 
a counter-attack. 

The U.S. Post Office is 
forced to withdraw a sump 
with a mushroom-shaped 
doud on it out of deference 
for vanquished Japan. 

The Smithsonian 
’Museum in Washington is 
forced to censor an exhibit 
on the Enola Gaya, the 
plane that carried the 
bomb, out of deference for 
tens of thousands of out- 
raged veterans who don’t 


want photographs of the 
victims at Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki exhibited. After 
the outcry, the exhibit is 
just of pictures of the 
plane. No victims. 


But while the victors ago- 
nise 50 years later for their 
atomic deed, the van- 
quished are criticised for 
refusing to apologise for its 
acts in the war. Japan 
issues regrets but no apolo- 
gy- 


The victory left the Un- 
ited States a political, milit- 
ary and economic super- 
power so strong that it be- 
came the world's dominant 
power and could wage and 
win almost five decades of 
cold war with the-* Soviet 
Union. 

“Socially, politically, 
economically, militarily, 
culturally, racially, sexual- 
ly, demographicaUy, even 


mythologically. World War 
n was the crucible that 
forged modern America," 
veteran Washington Post 
journalist Haynes Johnson 
wrote recently, adding: 

“It was the transforming 
event that reshaped all who 
lived through it. Only the 
American revolution that 
created the new nation and 
the civil war that preserved 
the union rank with it in 
importance." 

Out of the war came the 
nation's leaders for the 
□ext 50 years, out of it 
came a belief that appeas- 
ing an enemy doesn’t work 
and out of that came other 
wares — Korea, Vietnam 
and the Gulf. 

But says Pulitzer prize- 
winning historian Richard 
Rhodes, author of the just 
published “Dark Sun," a 
history of the making of the 
V|vdTno*T» bomb, out of 


World War 11 also came a 
false sense of security. 

“The immediate effect of 
the atomic* bombing was 
that we threw down our 
tools and let our army go 
home. The $90 billion de- 
fence budget in 1945 fell to 
under $15 billion. We de- 
cided to rely on our nuclear 
arsenal rather than . have 
millions of people under 
arms,” be said. 


But, he added, the Rus- 
sians stayed with millions 
of troops on he ground and 
“in 1949 they got the bomb 
and frightened us. Hysteria 
demanded that we then go 
out and build a bigger and 
better and longer bomb, 
which we did and then they 
did.” 


necessarily as a deterrent. 

“Science taught the 
world a new fact about how 
the world works: You can 
kill your enemy and he can 
kill you. In the Cuban mis- 
sile crisis we came within 
hours of stanring a nuclear 
winter. We had 7,000 
megatons of nuclear 
weapons in the air and the 
Russians had 23 megatons 
of the same weapon sta- 
tioned in Cuba,” says Mr. 
Rhodes. 


The nuclear deterrent 
became a weapon many 
countries — big and small 
— hunger for and not 


Greg Mitchell, co-author 
of “Hiroshima, in Amer- 
ica," says the bombings of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
set a precedent for using 
the bomb, set the stage for 
the arms race and gave 
birth to an era in which 
people can numb them- 
selves to anay atrocity. 


It was a very expensive 
victory, he added. 
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Syria accuses Israel of playing games in peace talks 


TRIPOLI (AP) — A top 
Syrian official Wednesday ac- 
cused Israel of playing games 
in U-S. -sponsored peace 
negotiations between the two 
Middle East foes. 

* Syrian Defence Minister 
Lt. Gen. Mustafa Tlass also 
charged that the Israelis were 
nor serious about reaching 
peace with Syria. 

He spoke to reporters in 
the town of Zgharta just east 
of the northern port city of 
Tripoli. 

Mr. Tlass, who doubles as 
deputy -prime minister, was 
inspecting Syrian troops 
based in northern Lebanon 
on the SOth anniversary of the 
founding of the Syrian aimy. 


r\ 

old hi 


ten! i! • r *'« 


« the '“’'1 


SUSpC V.deo 1 


a •wi?*''- 


He was accompanied by 
senior Syrian army officers. 

Asked about the fate of the 
stalled Syrian-Israeli peace 
talks, Mr. Tlass said: "So Car, 
the negotiations have not 
produced anything because 
the Israelis want negotiations 
for the sake of negotiations, 
while we want them to 
achieve a specific goal, that is 
peace. 

Syrian-Israeli talks reached 
a crisis point in mid-July after 
Damascus reportedly refused 
to send its chief of staff, Lt. 
Gen. Hikmat Shehabi, back 
to negotiations in Washing- 
ton with his Israeli counter- 
part, Lt. Gen. Amnon S ha- 
ll ak.. 


Syria accused Israel of re- 
fusing to deal with real issues 
and of trying to gain security 
privileges that would infringe 
Syrian sovereignty over the 
Golan Heights, which Israel 
captured in the 1967 Middle 
East war. 

Damascus has also de- 
clared it will not accept 
Israeli early warning ground 
stations on the strategic 
Golan as part of a peace 
settlement. It insisted on ba- 
lanced and symmetrical 
security arrangements on the 
border with Israel. 

Mr. Tlass said Syria will 
not accept under any cir- 
cumstances -Israeli early 
warning stations on the 


Golan, maintaining that 
would amount to “spying.” 
“Even if one Israeli soldier 
stays on the Golan, we con- 
sider it as an infringement on 
our sovereignty," Mr. Tlass 
added. 

He said Syria offered to 
accept monitoring of the bor- 
ders through satellites and 
planes, but Israel insisted on 
ground warning stations. 

The minister warned the 
Israelis that Syria will not 
bow to their “game play.” 
“it's a finger-biting game 
and President Hafez Assad, 
who enjoys cool nerves une- 
qualled by any Arab or inter-* 
national leader, is a master in 
this field.” Mr. Tlass said. 


King visits Qatar 


(Copfhined from page I) 


when we talk about Arab 
solidarity or work for having 
the minimum level of solidar- 
ity. Mr. Kabariti described 
the outcome of his visit to 
Saudi Arabia as good and 
expressed hope that the King 
would pay similar visits to 
other Arab countries. 

He said: “We can describe 
our relations with Arab Gulf 
countries as good.’ But we^ 
want them to be disting- 
uished and special. Our rela- 
tions with Saudi Arabia are 
now taking a form different 
from that of the past five 
years and we hope that we 
will soon be able to develop 
these relations.” 

I "Regarding Kuwait," he 


said, “there are efforts, se- 
rious efforts, and continuous 
contacts between me and the 
Kuwaiti foreign minister. It 
might take some time, but we 
in Jordan keen to have rela- 
tions between Arab countries 
distinguished and brotherly." 

The minister said the Mid- 
dle East and North Africa 
.-Summit^ which- will-be hosted 
by Jordan in October^ will 
provide businessmen and in- 
vestors from various" p&rts of 
the world along with counter- 
parts from North Africa and 
the Mediterranean with a 
forum where rhey can con- 
clude deals and study pro- 
jects that might be launched 
to contribute to raising the 
living standards and growth 
rate.” he said. 


“Without any economic 
development chat can be felt 
by the peoples of this region, 
security and stability will be 
rendered meaningless,” he 
added, expressing hope that 
the summit will be the start of 
real cooperation among all 
the countries of the world 
and those of the Middle East. 

- — He saidthere will be* Jorda- 
nian working papers and pro- 
ject proposals which will be 
presented at the summit not- 
ing that the summit is not 
Jordanian but an internation- 
al one hosted by Jordan. 

Hie King was accompanied 
by Sheikh Hamad to the 
Guest Palace in Doha where 
he will stay during his visit. 

Later in the day, the Qatari 
Emir hosted a dinner in hon- 


our of His Majesty and the 
accompanying delegation. 

The King is accompanied 
on the visit by Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Abdullah, 
Prince Hamzeh, Prince 
Hashem and Prince Talal, 
who is the King’s military 
secretary. The King is also- 
accompanied by Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karin^ ^Kabariti and the 
King's ‘advisor Hmeidi A1 
Fayez. 

The King was seen off at 
Amman airport by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, who was sworn in as 
Regent, members, of the 
Royal Family and senior offi- 
cials 


Police drag settlers 


( Continued from page 1) 


Israelis on Oct. 19, 1994, and 
has been renewed at three- 
month intervals since then. 

Mr. Rabin told the com- 
mittee the permit was needed 
to end attacks on Israelis, 
Israel Radio said. Six Israelis 
were killed in the latest bus 
b&mbing in Tel Aviv last 
week. 

—The unexpected refusal to 
robber-stamp the permit re- 
portedly came after Justice 
Minister David Libai and 
<fther dovish committee 


members raised concerns that 
the measures were excessive, 
noting a Palestinian detainee 
had died in custody in April. 

An autopsy revealed that 
Abdul Samad Harizat, 29, 
died after being violently 
shaken by interrogators 
acting in accordance with the 
new permit's guidelines. 

In 1984, the Shin Bet was 


criticised after two agents 
were accused of covering up 
the beating deaths of two 
Palestinian bus hijackers, 
and agency . head Avraham 


Shalom was forced to resign. 

A subsequent inquiry com- 
mission headed by Supreme 
Court Justice Moshe Landau 
severely chastised the Shin 
Bet in 1987 for more than 16 
years of systematic perjury. 
But the Landau commission 
also controversy by authoris- 
ing the so-called use of “mod- 
erate physical pressure" 
against Palestinian detainees. 


further. 

A top security official told 
the AP the Shin Bet was 
“between a rock and a hard 
place." 


The current guidelines, 
whose specifics have never 
been made public, go even 


“On one hand we would 
like to see ourselves as a legal 
agency operating in a demo- 
cratic state ... (but) we are 
under tremendous pressure 
from both the public and our 
superiors to prevent these 
attacks,” said the official, 
speaking- on condition of 
anonymity. 



U.N. warns 

(Continued from page 1) 

quoted by Tanjug news agen- 
cy as writing in a letter to the 
commander 'of U.N*. 
peacekeeping forces in for- 
mer Yugoslavia, French 
General Bernard Janvier. 

Gospic, 120 kilometres 
south of the Croatian capital 
Zagreb, was attacked tbe day 
■ Jjefore by Krajina Serbs, who 
’ also fired artillery at another 
town, Otocac. A third town, 
Perusic, remained on general 
alert following what tbe 
Croatian media called 
“strong explosions” on Tues- 
day. 

U.N. observers have also 
noted troop movements in 
the Serb-held Croatian re- 
gion of eastern Slavonia, and 
exchanges of. fire in the 
Strmica border region in 
southwest Croatia, where 
five tanks apparently belong- 
ing to Krajina Serbs have 
been seen. 

The Geneva talks are bil- 
led as the last chance to 
prevent war reigniting in the 
former Yugoslav republic, 
and both sides have named 
their four-person delega- 
tions, with the Krajina Serb 
team flying out of Belgrade 
for Geneva Wednesday after- 
noon. 

Akashi said 'if the talks 
failed a new war would break 
out in Croatia which would 
be just as bloody as the one 
which left 10,000 dead in 
91991 according to Croatian 
figures.. „ 

In a separate development, 
Bosnian- and Croatian Serb 


leaders said Wednesday they 
had reached a joint strategy 
aimed at countering Croatian 
attacks, which notably re- 
sulted in the fall of two Serb- 
held towns in western Bosnia 
on Friday. 


Meanwhfie, Bosnian Presi- 
dent Alija Izetbegovic met 
with the leader of the Bos- 
nian Croat community in rhe 
war tom country Wednesday 
to discuss a military agree- 
ment signed between Croatia 
and Bosnia last month. 


An official Bosnian televi- 
sion report said Mr. Izetbe- 
govic and the Bosnian Croat 
leader Kresimir Zubak met in 
Jablanica ro discuss “the im- 
plementation of the Split 
agreement." 


McCurry said. 

“We expressed our under- 
standing about the joint 
efforts that have been under- 
way to relieve the pressure on 
Bihac itself, and some of the 
efforts that — jointly they 
have been undertaking to 
deal with Serb aggression on 
the Bihac pocket in recent 
weeks," Mr. McCurry said. 

But U.S. officials also 
“have urged that their forces 
exercise die utmost restraint, 
that they seek to minimise 
civilian casualties as they con- 
duct their operations current- 
ly, that they respect the hu- 
man rights of the civilian 
population, and ensure the 
safety of United Nations per- 
sonnel in the area,” he said. 


peacekeepers left in the fal- 
len Zepa enclave in eastern 
Bosnia are to be pulled, U.N. 
officials said Wednesday. 


The order was issued fol- 
lowing a direct request to the 
peacekeeping command in 
Sarajevo from Paris to with- 
draw 70 French U.N. soldiers 
who make up part of more 
than 200 peacekeepers in the 
enclave, U.N. spokesman 
Alexander Ivanko said. 

The withdrawal is to be 
completed by Thursday 
morning at the latest and 
includes Ukrainian^ Russian 
and British U.N. troops. 


This accord was signed July 
22 in the Croatian port of 
Split between Sarajevo and 
Zagreb agreeing military 
cooperation primarily to de- 
fend the government Bihac 
enclave which came under 
heavy attack from Serb forces 
in Croatia. 


Peacekeepers withdraw 

from Zepa 


Meanwhile, all U.N. 


Zepa town, a U.N. safe 
area, was overrun by the 
Bosnian Serb two weeks ago. 
More than 4,000 civilians, 
mainly women and children, 
have been evacuated from 
the government area. 


King Fahd reshuffles cabinet 


(Continued from page 12) 


In Washington the United 
Stales has cautioned Croatia 
to exercise restraint in con- 
ducting joint operations with 
Bosnian government forces 
in Bihac, warning of the dan- 
gets of a wider Balkan war, 
ihe White House said 
Wednesday. 

President Bill Clinton was 
briefed by his foreign policy 
advisers on the talks between 
U.S. officials and Croatian 
government officials in Zag- 
reb and Washington, White 
House spokesman Michael 


— kMinisier of posts, tele- . 
graphs and telecommunica- 
tions: Ali Ibn Talal Jahni 

— Minister of information: 
Fuad Ibn Abdel Salam Ibn 
Mohammad Farsi .(new). 

— Minister of municipal and 
rural affairs: Mohammad Ibn 
Ibrahim Jarallah (new). 

— Minister of education: 
Mohammad A1 Rashid 
(new). 

— Minister of transport: 
Nasr Ibn Mohammad Al Sal- 
lum (new). 

— Minister of industry and 


electricity: Hashem Ibn 
Abdallah Ibn Hashem Yama- 
ni (new). 

— Minister of labour and so- 
cial affairs: Mussaed Ibn 
Mohammad Al Sionant 
(new). 

— Ministers of state without 
portfolio: Mutlab Ibn Abdal- 
lah. Al Nafosa (new). Abde- 
laziz Ibn Ibrahim Al Maneh 
(new). Mussaed Ibn Moham- 
mad Al Aavban (new), 
Madani Ibn Abdel Kader 
Allaqi (new). Abdelaziz Ibn 
Abdallah Al Khuaiter (for- 
mer education minister). 
Mohammad Ibn Aziz Al' 
Sheikh (former minister of 
municipal affairs). 


Benazir Bhutto urges Muslim women to unite 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — A 
Muslim woman in the work- 
force faces a lonely existence, 
berated by conservatives who 
want her- io stay at home, 
hidden behind a veil, while 
cynics wait for her to stumble 
and fail. 

That was Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto’s portrayal 
Wednesday of the life of a 
working woman in a tradi- 
tional Muslim society. 

She should know. 

As the first woman to lead 
a modem Muslim state, Ms. 
Bhutto has been branded a 
heretic by more than one 
Islamic cleric, abused and 
taunted by others who be- 
lieve a woman in a powerful 
public job violates the tenets 
of Islam. 

Some warn it will bring 
God's curse on Pakistan. 

One Islamic cleric issued a 
fatwa, or edict, declaring Ms. 
Bhutto a non-Muslim after 
she said it was barbaric to cut 


off a hand pr foot, the Islamic 
punishment for theft. 

Speaking to a small group 
of foreign journalists 
Wednesday to promote a 
meeting Wednesday of 
women lawmakers from 53 
Muslim countries, Ms. Bhut- 
to said Islam preaches equal- 
ity between die sexes. 

Those Muslim countries 
that repress women do so not 
because of religion, she said, 
but because of archaic tradi- 
tions and ultra orthodox 
groups who use ignorance to 
rule. 

In tbe West, the feminist 
movement has been helped 
by outspoken leaders, 
boisterous demonstrations 
and public platforms, she 
said. But in Muslim coun- 
tries. women have been silent 
and often isolated . 

“This conference gives 
working women in the Mus- 
lim world a platform (to dis- 
cuss) our common problems 


... talks like obscurantist 
groups,” she said. “In a sense 
it is very lonely faring these 
obscurantists on our own. 

“How do we combat those 
groups that say a woman 
should not leave the four 
walls of her house? If she 
does, then they say she is 
responsible for any assault 
made upon her,” said Ms. 
Bhutto. "How do we face 
prejudice and social taboos?” 

As she spoke warmed to 
her subject, portraying her- 
self as a spokeswoman for 
Muslim women and Pakistan 
“as a voice of moderation” in 
the Islamic World. 

She talked about her 
heroes — Margaret Thatcher 
and her father, Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto. 

Ms. Thatcher she admired, 
Ms. Bhutto said, but her 
father was the one who in- 
spired her to fly in the face of 
tradition to enter politics. 

"It was my father who in- 
£ 


spired me and encouraged 
me, gave me the strength and 
confidence to express my 
views ... when such a thing 
was unheard of in the Muslim 
World," she said when she 
* opened the conference. 

Her father was overthrown 
in bloodless coup in 1977 and 
hung by the dictator Gen. 
Mohammad Zia UL Haq in 
1979. 

With a while scarf that fell 
casually over her head in* 
keeping with Islamic tradi-' 
tion,' Ms. Bhutto said * she. 
hoped this conference would 
Galvanise Muslim women to 
demand changes in legisla- 
tion and take on their con- 
servative opponents. 

“I sincerely hope that this 
conference will consider the 
issue of establishing durable 
arrangements to make the 
role of women parliamenta- 
rians in Muslim countries 
most effective with practical 
solutions." she said. 



oyer nucleacplant 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — A group of U.S. lawmakers 
accused President Bill Clinton of failing to speak out 
against Cuba’s plans to finish building a Russian- 
technology nuclear plant just 150 kilometres from U.S. 
shores. “A loud silence can be heard from the White House 
on this critical and important issue to the national security 
of the United States,” said Florida Representative Ileana 
Ros-Lehtinen, one of the Republicans testifying before a 
House subcommittee. Construction on the Juragua nuclear 
facility in the northern Cienfuegos province was halted in 
1992 because of Cuba’s cash crunch, but Russia has 
pledged $30 million in aid to Cuba to help defray the costs. 
Ros-Lehtinen warned of “dangerous deficiencies in the 
plant’s construction which could lead to a nuclear accident 
.which will likely affect Central America, the Caribbean, 
the United States and, of course, Cuba.” And Florida 
Representative Peter Peter Deutch warned that an accident 
at the plant would cause, “the largest environmental 
disaster in the history of the world." The Republicans 
lawpiakers, whose party took control of Congress this year, 
argued that tbe only solution was to destroy the plant. The 
White House expressed its first real concerns about the 
plant two weeks ago when State Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums said: “We have a lot of questions about the 
Juragua nuclear power plant, about Russia's involvement 
and the assistance that Russia is giving this.” The com- 
ments came after Russian officials said a consortium of 


Minister Tansu Ciller, play important roles in. public life? 
Skimpy clothing rarely causes a fuss in big- cities and 
holiday resorts in the summer. The head of ia college 
nursing department in the central town of Sivas was 
suspended last month after a fight over Islamic dress broke 
out between nurses at a graduation ceremony. Classmates 
tried to rip off a white headscarf worn by top graduate 
Behiye Aradeniz who interrupted the ceremony to protest 
at not being allowed to accept her diploma while wearing 
Islamic headgear. The department head- has complained to 
prosecutors in the conservative town, scene of an Islamist 
arson attack which killed 37 people in 1993. saying he had 
received death threats from Isalmists. 


Unlicensed Sudanese journalists risk jail 


companies from Russia, Brazil, Britain, Germany and Italy 
was willing to help finish the project. 


China floods leave 60 dead, missing 


BEUING (R) — The worst floods in a century along 
northeastern China's Hunhe River have Jeft more than 6Q 
people dead on missing and hundreds of thousands 
homeless after rivers burst their banks, officials said 
Wednesday. More than 20,000 soldiers have been mobil- 
ised to rescue several thousand people trapped by flood 
waters around Liaoyang city in Liaoning province, an 
official of the Flood and Drought Control Headquarters in 
the provincial capital Shenyang said by telephone. The air 
force has sent out more than 20 planes to drop food and 
medical supplier to villagers trapped by waters from the 
Hunhe River, which has burst its banks in many places, he 
said. Initial estimates showed more than 60 people were 
dead or missing along tbe rain swollen Hunhe River but a 
detailed breakdown was not yet available, he said. More 
than two million people had been affected and several 
hundred thousands had been rescued and were now 
homeless after being trapped by flood waters, the official 
said. The floods in Liaoning province and neighbouring 
Jilin province to the north have swamped vast swatches of 
wheat fields in China’s northern breadbasket, officials said. 
More than 1,000 factories have been forced to dose or cut 
production in the industrial cities of Shenyang, Fushun and 
Liaoyang along the Hunhe River and in Tiding, which lies 
on the nearby Uaohe. he said. 


KHARTOUM (R) — Journalists in Sudan who are not 
licenced with the state-run Press Council risk being jailed 
and fined, a newspaper reported Wednesday. Al Fatih Al 
Seed of the journalist’s committee, an affiliate of the 
government-appointed National Council for Press and 
Publication, warned tht unlicenced journalists face a 
.one-month jail term and a fine of £500,000 Sudanese 
(5910), according to the private Akhbar Al Youm daily. 
Seed said committee members would pay unannounced 
visits to newspaper offices to find journalists who were 
working without the necessary certificate from the council, 
.which was formed in 1993 and is supervised by President 
Omar Hassan Al Bashir. Since the council was established, 
it has been mandatory for local and foreign journalists to 
register with the journalist's committee, which has accre- 
dited S96 journalists so far. Journalists deemed experi- 
enced are usually accredited without delay but the commit- 
tee insists that some journalists sit an exam to prove their 
abilities. 


Bank robber fed up with waiting for pension 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An Israeli pensioner, tired of 
queueing at the bank for his monthly old age allowance, 
decided to try a holdup to speed up the service, police said 
Wednesday. “This is a holdup,” the 73-year-old yelled, 
rushing the counter at a central Tel Aviv bank on Tuesday. 
The teller sounded a hidden alarm button and police 
arrived swiftly. A police spokesman said the man made no 
attempt to resist and was handcuffed and led away. The 
would-be robber, who was not named, received a stem 
talking to and was released several hours later. He was 
allowed to collect his pension from the bank later in the 
day. 


Father of 16 charged with rape, murder 


Islamic dress violence shocks Turkey 


ANKARA (R) — A Turkish mother and daughter have 
been shot dead by male relatives for dressing immodestly in 
the latest violent row over Islamic dress code which has 
shocked Turkey’s secularists, the Milliyet daily said 
Wednesday. Emine Deniz, 40, and her daughter Hamide 
22, were gunned down in die street in the Black Sea 
province of Samsun Monday by four male members of their 
family for “dressing revealingly,” the paper said. Only last 
week an Islamist gunman in the sleepy northern town of 
Gumushane killed the head of legal association who 
refused to let female lawyers wear Islamic headscarves in 
court. The killer, who travelled hundreds of miles from his 
home to carry out the attack, has told police he had also 
planned to murder the rector of Istanbul University and 
two professors for banning female students from wearing 
headscarves. Secularist education authorities strongly disr 
approve of headscarves, but allow universities to ban them 
at their own discretion. Despite being 99 per cent Muslim, 
Turkey has been strictly secular since a series of wesrernis- 


ing reforms in the 1920s.- Many women, like stylish Prime 


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AFP) — A father of 16 
children has been charged with raping and murdering a 
seven-year-old Emirati girl and dumping her body in a 
garbage bin, newspapers reported Wednesday. The pro- 
secution immediately called for the death sentence against 
Khalid Al Moussagy, a 40-year-old Emirati man who was 
arrested in Pakistan several weeks after the girl’s body was 
discovered here on June 28, the Gulf News said. The man's 
Indian brother-in-law was charged as an accomplice. “I 
cannot think of a single reason why a man who has raped 
and killed a young girl should be shown any mercy," 
Attorney Genera] Ibrahim Bu Melha said.o Moussagy, 
who has three wives and 16 children, confessed that on 
June 25 he abducted the young girl Amina outside her 
home, Bu Melha said. Moussagy, who ws intoxicated, 
drove her to a barn behind his house in the same 
neighbourhood and raped her twice, he said.' A forensic 
medicine specialist said the girl died from a nervous 
breakdown caused by severe pain and bleeding but added 
that strangelation with the girl's scarf may hve been a 
secondary cause. Moussagy's brother-in-law Rahman 
Suleiman Khan was charged with helping Moussagy h ide 
the body by wrapping it in bags and newspapers and then 
putting it in a garbage bin. Bu Melha said. Khan, who lives 
in the same house as the chief suspect, was paid 100 
dirhams ($30) to keep silent, Bu Nelha said. The body was 
found three days later by a municipal worker. 




Japan new currency steps 
yield sudden dollar rise 


'TOKYO (R) — Japan laun- 
■ ched a new drive Wednesday 
to tackle the yen’s rise by 
promoting the flow of 
Japanese capital abroad — 
nod was quickly rewarded 
with a huge surge in the value 
of die dollar to a nearly five- 
month high. 

The surprise announce- 
ment of steps removing bar- 
riers to public and private 
Japanese institutions' over- 
seas investment and loans, 
combined with Bank of Japan 
intervention, boosted the 
dollar to 90,000 yen, its high- 
est level since March 17. 

Currency traders said they 
expected the dollar to go 
even higher in the short- 
term, but some economists 
were cautious. 

The measures included 
scrapping limits on insurers' 
participation in syndicated 
loans and on their foreign 
currency loans to overseas 
borrowers. 

Also announced were steps 
to promote the flow 1 of gov- 
ernment funds abroad 
through such means as active- 
ly ‘disbursing loans to help 
developing nations reform 
export-driven economies. 

A senior finance ministry 
official said the moves would 
facilitate the outward flow of 
Japanese capital — a decline 
t in which was a key factor 
behind the yen’s surge in 
recent months. 

"If we can have a fair 
amount of export of capital, 
the exchange rate would 
change,” Bisuke Sakakibara, 


director-genera] of the minis- 
try’s International Finance 
Bureau, told reporters. 

The yen’s Tise has 
‘ threatened to tip Japan's stal- 
led economy into recession. 
Tokyo’s latest attempt to re- 
verse it comes after an 
aggressive push last month 
foiled to boost the dollar to 
its near-term target of 90 yen. 

The fresh measures came 
“just at the time when we 
don't have any economic sti- 
mulus on the monetary or 
fiscal side coming through, 
and secondly when... the- 
very bullish dollar sentiment 
we saw a few weeks ago kind 
of waning," said Mineko 
Sasaki- Smith, senior eco-. 
noraist at Morgan Stanley. 

"So this is a desperate 
attempt,” she said. 

Currency dealers said the 
steps would help boost the 
supply of yen and ease the 
chronic dollar surplus which 
has been a key reason for the 
dollar's weakness arid the 
yen's strength. 

Giant life insurer Nippon 
Life Insurance Co. welcomed 
the steps, saying they would 
help reverse the yen’s rise. 

Some economists, howev- 
er, were cautious about the 
long-term impact and said it 
would take time to see 
whether Japanese institu- 
tions, many badly burnt by 
the bursting of Japan’s 1980’s 
asset bubble and by the yen’s 
rise, were really prepared to 
substantially boost overseas 
investment 

If not, the persistently high 


level of Japan’s current 
account surplus, combined 
with low levels of outward 
capita] flows might spell con- 
tinued yen strength, they 
said. 

“We got into the situation 
in the first place because 
Japanese investors were re- 
luctant to purchase overseas 
assets,” said Chris Calder- 
wood, economist at Barclays 
de Zoete Wedo. 

“Just tinkering at the mar- 
gin of regulations... seems 
unlikely to cause a massive 
sea-change overnight in the 
attitude of Japanese investors 
towards foreign bonds,” he 
pointed' out. 

Some economists sug- 
gested the timing of the mea- 
sures was prompted at least 
in part by concern in the 
United States that Japan's 
financial system woes might { 
prompt Japanese investors to 
withdraw from U-S. financial 
assets. 

Japanese financial institu- 
tions are burdened by prob- 
, lem loans totalling an esti- 
mated SO trillion yen ($561 
billion), inherited from the 
bursting of the 1980s “bab- 
ble” economy. 

Mr. Sakakibara, however, 
denied any link between -the 
bad debt problem — which 
he said was on its way to 
being solved — and the latest 
ministry moves. 

"If we felt the financial 
system was very fragile and 
about to collapse, we’d never 
announce steps like that,” he 
said. 


OECD suggests need for early 
interest rate hike in U.K. 


PARIS (AFP) — Short-term 
interest rates in Britain may 
have to be raised further in 
the coming year to achieve- 
the government's current 
medium-term inflation objec- 
tive, the OECD said Tues- 
day. 

But the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) said 
the British economy was "on 
.track for a ‘soft, landing’ 

- beyond 1996” -with continued 
moderate inflatiorrahd a sus- ' 
Yaipable cuj^n ^account posi- 
tion. 

In its annual review of eco- 
nomic trends and prospects in • 
Britain, the OECD said sus- * 
tamable low-inflation growth 
was "within grasp” as a result 
of sweeping nficro-economic • 
reforms since the 1980s. a 


new monetary policy 
framework, and a still large 
output gap. 

Balanced output growth 
and low inflation suggested 
that the British economy 
“may have been made more 
flexible Jcompetitive~'and less 
inflation-prone,” it said. 

The report said current 
macro-economic restraint 
should help showing GDP 
■growth over the next two 
years to levels- more in* lint 
with potential-* output; esti- 
mated by the OECD at 
around 2.5 per cent. 

It said that with sterling's 
effective exchange rate down 
by 5.0 per cent since end- 
1994. and recovery quicken- 
ing in Europe, exports should 
support projected growth 
rates of 3.4 per cent in 1995 


and 3.0 per cent in 1996, 
against last year’s 3.8 per 
cent. 

"With GDP growth still 
above potential, further in- 
creases in interest rates in 
1995 may be needed to assure 
a soft landing.” OECD eco- 
nomists observed. 

• But they projected short- 
term rates to peak at 7.75 per 
cent — one point up from the 
current base rate — r which 
would be ; r, well below” levels 
recorded in previous cycles. 

The current recovery has 
been highlighted by an un- 
usually rapid drop in unem- 
ployment, downfrom a 1992 
rate of 10.2 pr cent to 8.4 per 
cent this spring, and it is 
likely to fall further to 7.6 per 
cent in 1996. the report said. 


THE Daily Crossword by Glenton Petgrave 


ACROSS 
T Ethnic 
repression 
7 Con man 

14 Reach one’s 
destination 

15 Vacationing 

16 Journey 

17 Quarreling 

19 Call attention 

20 Shoe gaiter 

21 Earthenware 
material 

22 Leftovers 

23 Aromatic 
9 

[24 Rope source 

25 Cleaning 
compound 

26 Neat pile 

27 Sure! 

28 Add water to 


30 Like some cloth 

33 Float on water 

34 Diving bird 

35 Summits 
38 Crude in 

manners 

40 With it 

41 Pie part 

42 Clear a profit 
45 Very eager 

47 Seed's 
residence. 

48 Stick in one's — 

49 Adventure story 

50 Young men 

51 Stood up 

52 Stretch out 
54' Street melee 

55 Audience 
demands 

56 Group of seven 

57 Most profound 

58 Villainous 

' expressions 

DOWN 

1 Walk a beat 

2 Model of the 
solar system 

3 Spliced 

4 Splits 

5 Done with 

6 Singer Torme 

7 Sojourner's inn 
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8 Clean out the 
suitcase 

9 Blackboard 

10 Land: abbr. 

11 Coniferous tree 

12 Witch's stare 

1 3 Gave a new title 
to 

18 Wandering one 

20 Sudden rush of 
water 

23 Wall posts 

26 Long narrow cut ' 

29 Tax collector 
abbr. 

30 Drink to the 
health of 

31 Plant 

32 Nav. off. 

34 Former boxing 
champ 

35 Drive away 

36 Equaled 

37 Inferior imitator 

38 Of least 
sophistication 


Monday's Puzzle solved; 


QSQQ qqqqq nmnnl 
□BBB □□□OB □□QQl 
□DOB BBBDB DBDEH 

man aging Baa Haaj 

HDDBO 
□□□□□u DQQQsaaa 
UUUL1U □□□□a oaOl 
DQQQ QQB 11 Q D HHBl 
□□□ □□□□□ □DBBD) 

HBB OHnHB □a EJDHDl 
ODOQ^Hl 
!□□□□□□ □□□□□□HDl 


QQQQ QQQQQ QQQQ 
□□□□ BQQBB DBBD 
□□□□ □□□£□ □□□□ 


39 On the road 
41 Boxes 

43 Resurrection 
remembrance 

44 Chirping sounds 
46 Waltz, e.g. 


47 Erupt 

48 Crinkled fabric 
51 Right on! 

53 Republican 
letters 

54 Feminine suffix 


Jranian 
parliament 
warns 
of falling 
production 

TEHRAN (AFP) — The Ira- 
nian parliament ha$ voiced 
concern at the country’s low 
level of production ana urged 
the central bank to ease res- 
trictions on industry. 

Deputies also warned in a 
letter to President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani of the 
“lack” of investment security 
in Iran, saying the situation 
could hamper efforts to 
achieve economic prosperity. 

More than 140 of the 
assembly's 270 deputies criti- 
! cised the central bank for 
changing “regulations for im- 
ports ana exports every day," 
notably the procedures for 
opening letters of credit for 
importers. ^ 

The government imposed : 
tough measures in May re- i 
quiring all foreign [ran sac- ■ 
tions to go through the state 
faulting system at a fixed | 
Bteign exchange rate of 
■DO riyals to the dollar. ' 
Wwo weeks earlier the green- 
back had been trading at 
more than double that fi- 
gures. 

The regulations, which also 
require traders to repatriate 
all their foreign earnings, are 
aimed at preventing the out- 
flow of much needed hard 
currency amid a financial cri- 
sis in Iran. 

Imports and exports have 
since virtually ground to a 
halt as merchants find it diffi- 
cult to obtain foreign curren- 
cies or are unwilling to risk 
investment under the new 
regulations. 

The situation has led to a 1 
sharp drop in non-oil exports, 
which Iran has promoted in 
recent years, as well as the* 
import of raw material and 
spare parts, on which indus- 
try is heavily dependant. 

The parliament decided 
last month to investigate the 
activities of the central bank 
pver the past five years. 


U.S. study says aerospace 
jobs could be lost overseas 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Some 500,000 U.S. aircraft 
manufacturing jobs could be 
lost in the next two decades 
because of foreign competi- 
tion and "offsets” made to 
win access to overseas mar- 
' kets, a study issued Wednes- 
day said. 

-The study by the Economic 
Policy Institute, a research 
centre, also showed that U-S.. 
plane-makers could lose , $129 
billion in sales to foreign 
firms by 2013. 

It said that while the U.S. 
aerospace industry had suf- 
fered in the past several years 
because of cuts in ' military 
spending and an airline in- 

Turkey 
abolishes 
customs duty 
on wheat 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey 
has abolished a customs duty 
of $20 per tonne on imported 
wheat with immediate effect 
to let private companies buy 
cheaper wheat from abroad, 
rhe official Gazette said 
Wednesday. 

It said the government de- 
cree would be valid for all 
kinds of wheat. 

“The abolition of the duty 
will bring an offset to dometic 
demand-and-supply.” Agri- 
culture Minister Refaiddin . 
Sabin told- reporters. It will 
also prevent an upsurge in 
wheat prices in Turkey, he 
added. 

"The decree will allow for 
more imports by private com- 
panies to meet domestic de- 
mand from millers and pasta 
producers for high quality 
wheat.” a senior agricultural 
ministry official, who de- 
clined to be identified, told 
Reuters. 

The TMO will import 
wheat, possibly for August, 
delivery, under the U.S. ex- 
port enhancement program- 
me (EEP), he said. 


dustry recession, the future 
problems came from* over- 
seas: 

The study said some 
500.000 jobs could be lost by 
2013 because of foreign com-, 
petition and offset policies m 
which U.S. firms agree to 
build parts of their planes, 
overseas in return for financ- 
ing help and future sales. 

It recommended the Un- 
ited States negotiate a new 
civil aviation policy with the 
European Union to prohibit 
the big U.S. plane-makers, 
Boeing Co. and McDonnell 
Douglas Co., and the Euro- 
pean Airbus Industrie, from 
using the export of jobs and 


technology as marketing 
tools. 

It said that while Boeing 
spent $6 billion developing its 

' new, B-777, it had to share 
development and production 
with foreign partners because 
of U.S. antitrust restrictions 
and the reluctance of the 
U.S,. government to ensure 
risk-fokine in commercial de- 
velopment.. 

■ It .said the government 
should help preserve the 
aerospace industry’s ■ long- 
term viability by coordinating 
federal policies in financing, 
export and trade and negoti- 
ate an international aviation 
fair trade agreement. 


FAO: Some 23m Africans 
face food shortages 


NAIROBI (R) — Drought, 
civil strife and insecurity are 
wreaking havoc on fanning in 
sub-Saharan Africa where 
some 23 million people face ' 
food shortages; a U.N. report 
has said. 

The Food' and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) in a 
quarterly report said the 
shortages meant more food 
aid was needed but the global 
availability of food aid would 
decline 20 per cent from last 
year. 

“Widespread drought has 
seriously undermined pro- 
duction in southern Africa, 
while persistent civil strife 
and security problems in 
some countries continue to 
limit fanning and distribution 
activities,” said FAO head 
Jacques Diouf. 

•‘‘Sub-Saharan Africa's 
food aid requirements (will) 
increase significantly in 1995/ 
96. at a time when global aid 
is forecast to fail by more 
than 20 per cent from last 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mke Argtrian 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


RETIG 



“My husband doesn’t need vitamins to 
make him feel younger — he’s already 
immature.” 


AUFAN 


NATTIC 



mm 


SEWNAR 


Now arrange the aided letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer : 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CAPON SORRY UNSAID REDEEM 
Answer What a recession can turn into — 

A DEPRESSION 



WHAT HAPPENS IF A > 
006 DOESN'T LIKE THE 
FAMILY HE’S LIVING WITH?, 


HE 5NEAK5 AWAY AT 
NIGHT, HOPS A FKEJ6HT 
AND HEADS OUT WEST 


f then. After he's rich and 

FAMOUS. HE RETURNS TO HIS 
HOME TOWN AND BECOMES GRAND 
MARSHAL OF THEIR ANNUAL PARADE j 


yON THE OTHER 
/ HAND, HE'D 
f BETTER STAY 
FAIRLY CLOSE 
T0THATSI/PPER 



Andy Capp 




year,” he added. 

The largest concentration 
of vulnerable population is in 
southern Africa where some 
' 10 million will be affected, as 
well as nine million in eastern 
Africa, up to three million in 
west Africa and another mil- 
lion in central Africa, the 
report said. 

Cereal ouput in 11 south- 
ern African nations is a third 
• down from last year's harvest 
and 20 per cent below nor- 
mal, it added. 

“Widespread drought in 
Angola and Mozambique was 
compounded by massive dis- 
placement of farming fami- 
lies, landmines and shortages 
of seeds, fertilisers and 
tools,” FAO said. 

It said cereal output in the 
region, except for Malawi 
and Mozambique, was below 
normal this year while 
Lesotho,- Namibia, Botswana 
and South Africa experi- 
enced sharp reductions. - 



Mutt’ii Jeff 





NOT ME, 
OFFICER., 

I never 
miss ; 



FORECAST for THURS- 
DAyTaUGUST 3, 1995 W 

arieS: (March 21 to April 
roTfind a better way of 
handling career duties and 
later today you can .handle 
business matters very wisely. 

TAURUS: (April 2tt to May 

20) You get some good ideas 
for becoming more successful 
today provided you steer 
dear of a newcomer. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Go to an expert for 

advice about business prob-. 
lems, and then you can hand- . 
Ie them wisely for your prog- 
ress. r 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) You and a 
partner may be at odds tins 
morning, but later today you 
can reach a fine accord with 
him or her. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Career activities may go 
slowly this morning, but 
don’t get discouraged since* 
later today all picks up and 
you can accomplish a great 
deal. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You find it* 
difficult to reach one you like 
and make plans, but later 
today something comes up 
and you can have a fine time. 
LIBRA: (September 25 to 
October 22) You may not 
comprehend what is going on jfq , 
at home, but bide your time ' 
and then yon can profit from 
tiie situation. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Try not to fly 
off the handle with a bigwig 
today or you lose valuable 
support. Be very careful in 
tiie handling of mechanical, 
gadgets. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) You do 
not understand a monetary 
matter well this morning, so 
give it more thought before 
you handle it. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) You may feel 
very anxious without cause 
this morning, so go after your 
personal wishes with poise 
and gain them. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Don’t worry ab- 
out a situation you can do 
little about today. Concen- 
trate on more practical 

affaire. - 

PISCES: ^February 20 to 


March 20) J^ariy . today plan 
How to "gain your personal 
wishes and then carry 
through in a most positive 
way and get right results. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, AU- 
GUST 4, 1995 

By Thomas $, Pierson. Astrolo- 0 , 
ger, Carroll Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Get into practical affaire with 
higher-ups who are experts in 
fields you are most interested in. 
Get fine results during daytime. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
An emotional partner can give 
you fine ideas today for progress, 
so listen carefully, but don't 
approach a bigwig tonight for 
backing. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Itou understand how to gain 
better standing via the tasks you 
are currently engaged in for you 
to be successful. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July. 21) You can be with conge- 
nial friends for amusements to- 
■day, but avoid bigwigs this even- 
ing. Plan new entertainment for 
later. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Keep rooted to interesting tasks 
,h « and accomplish a 
good deal, but don’t go off on 
any tangent this evening. 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 


Hinchcliffe 
"‘persuading 
London 
to write off 
Jordanian 
debt 

** THE BRITISH 
ambassador to Jordan said 
in a speech addressed to 
the Amman Rotary Club 
that he was personally en- 
deavouring to convince his 
government to write off 
£300 million of Jordanian 
debt to British commercial 
companies and guaranteed 
by the British government. 
The ambassador. Peter 
Hinchcliffe. sard he was 
finding difficulties regard- 
ing this issue, but hoped he 
could convince London to 
eventually cancel the debt, 
before the economic sum- 
mit in October. Mr. Hin- 
chdiffe pointed out that 
this region has become of 
interest to Britain again, 
after a shift to Arab Gulf 
countries in the past. He 
stressed Britain's keenness 
' to ensure the success of the 
Amman economic summit 
and revealed that the 
minister of commerce 
would be heading a strong 
British delegation of those 
who seek to set up com- 
mercial projects in the re- 
gion. They explained that 
the U.S. support to the 
idea of setting up a regional 
bank for the Middle East 
was based on pure political 
reasons and that the bank 
will not benefit developing 
countries like Jordan. The 
ambassador said the bank 
would not extend ( soft loans 
. but rather commercial crer- 
- _dits-and^that L the countries 
'. that would benefit from ii . 
would be the developed 
states, hinting at Israel (Al 
Dustour.AI Aswaq). 

★★ IF THE Kingdom is to 
keep pace with the de- 
velopments in the com- 
munications sector, and 
should the sector be kept in 
the hands of the public 
sector, by the year 2000, 
the country's debt would 
increase by SI. 6 billion, the 
minister of communica- 
tions has said. He ex- 
plained that there were 
three alternatives to choose 
from. One would be to 
deprive the people and the 
national economy of mod- 
ern telephone services. 
Another one could be hav- 
ing Israeli companies trying 
to sneak in the Jordanian 
market to fill the need for 
communication facilities. 
Noting that the first choice 
was impossible and not 
acceptable to the govern- 
ment and that the second 
choice was an unacceptable 
danger, the minister 
pointed out that the only 
solution was ro allow the 
private sector to invest in 
the communications sector 
within the conditions and 
controls specified in the 
draft law presented for the 
approval of the Lower 
House {Al Ra’i). 

★★ THE ENGINEERS’’ 
Association nas received 
requests from Saudi Ara- 
bia, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Qatar, Libya and 
Malaysia to employ 30 en- 
-gineers in many Fields, 
especially for the electrical, 
mechanical and irrigation 
specialities. The jous will 
announced by the associa- 
tion Saturday. The associa- 
tion has sent memoranda to 
Arab companies offering 
the services of qualified 
and experienced engineers. 

It has succeeded in the past 
year to employ 400 and to 
train 622 engineers at 
varoius public and private 
institutions and companies 
as well as military centres. 
During the first half of this 
year, the association has 
managed to employ and 
train 59 engineers (Al Dus- 
tour). 

☆☆ ACCORDING to the 
■ annual report of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry, the in- 
dustrial sector achieved a 
“good” 13 per cent growth 
rate in 1994 compared to one 
per cent for the agricultural 
sector and 4. 1 per cent for the 
construction section. 

(Al Ra’i}* 


Air India eyes Gulf, 
Africa as competition 
Asian skies heats up 


m 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Air 
India, faring stiff competition 
■ in the Asian skies, plans fo 
expand flights to the Gulf and 
Africa, airline officials- have 
said. 

Brijesh Kumar, the 
flagship carrier's managing 
director, said Air India plan- 
ned to lease seven aircraft to 
step up service to Singapore 
and Hong Kong as well as 
expand operations to African 
destinations and the Gulf. 

Air India, whose profits 
plunged last year when a 
plague scare drove away 
tourists, also plans to clinch a 
deal with the United States 
for the rights to pick up en- 
route passengers on air India 
flights to and from Chicago, 
he said. 

Mr. Kumar told reporters 
in Bombay, where the airline 
is headquarters, that seven 
overseas bidders have re- 
sponded ro Air India's global 
tender for the leasing of 
seven planes. 

A committee is evaluating 
the bids and in all probability 
more flights would be intro- 
duced to the Gulf. Singapore,' 
Hong Kong and Afria in 
October, the Air India man- 
aging director said. 

“The airline has stagnated 
with no increase in capacity 
or increase in flights, and 
hence the need to take air- 
craft on lease to bridge the 
gap.” he added. 

Air India presently has just 
two flights a week to Singa- 
pore and Hong Kong and is 


facing demand from business 
travellers for higher frequen- 
cy and first-class facilities. 

On the flying rights accord 
with the United States, the 
airline chief said an Air India 
delegation would leave for 
Washington next month to 
try and clinch the agreement. 

Air India wants to step up 
flights to Chicago with rights 
to pick up passengers in Lon- 
don or Amsterdam. 

In return. Air India has 
offered United Airlines the 
right to operate flights to and 
from New Delhi, airline 
source said. 

Air India is planning to 
almost double its present 
fleet of 26 long-haul aircraft, 
but is hoping for a disaster-, 
free year following the plague 
epidemic last September, 
which resulted in 22,000 can- 
cellations. 

Net. profits slipped to just 
$3.3 million during the first 
nine months of fiscal 1994-95, 
whdh ended March 31, down 
from 70 million in 1993-94. 

Mr. Kumar said Air India 
posted a profit of $2 million 
in the first quarter of the 
current fiscal year compared 
with a loss of $10 million 
during April-June last year. 

It has also been facing stif- 
fer competition. British Air- 
ways, KLM, Lufthansa and 
four Middle Eastern carriers 
have all stepped up flights to 
Asia and increased service to 
Air India's passenger- 
revenue bastion in the Gulf. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — ■_ Following arc the buying and selling 
.rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London foreign exchange and 
bullion markets Wednesday. 


One U.S. dollar 
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One ounce of gold $382.60/383.00 U.S. dollars 


Westinghouse to acquire CBS for $5.4b 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Wes- 
tinghouse Electric agreed to 
acquire the CBS television 
network for S5.4 billion, both 
companies announced Tues- 
day, just a day after the Walt 
Disney Co. said it was buying 
the rival ABC network. 

“With the addition of CBS, 
Westinghouse is creating a 
premier broadcasting power- 
house," Michael Jordan, 
chairman of the U.S. con- 
glomerate told a news confer- 
ence. “Our television and 
radio stations will reach more 
homes than any other broad- 
caster.” 

CBS Chairman Laurence 
Tisch, who recently asserted 
his company was not for sale, 
said this deal would deliver 
“terrific value for CBS share- 
holders.” 

Westinghouse, better 
known for its nuclear power 
plants and refrigerated trans- 
portation, is offering $81 a 
share for CBS. Additional 
payments could be made de- 
pending on the timing of the 
dosing. 

The agreement, to create a 
new gro up called 
Westinghouse-CBS, must 
still be approved by sharehol- 
ders and regulatory federal 
authorities either later this 
year or in early 1996. 

The deal, approved by the 
board of directors of both 
companies, would create a 
broadcasting company 
readiing directly one-third of 
all U.S. households and 
could boost Westinghouse’s 
sagging fortunes by increas- 


ing its market-share in a 
booming market. 

Rumours of a Westing- 
house bid had been rife for 
two weeks, but on Monday it 
was ABC that made the 
headlines when Walt Disney 
stunned the markets by 
announcing it was buying the 
network in the second most 
expensive merger ever — $19 
billion. 

Mr. Jordan confirmed that 
Westinghouse, which recent- 
ly cut 7,000 jobs or 30 per 
cent of its payroll to reduce 
debt, has arranged a $2 bil- 
lion line of credit with two 
leading banks. Chemical 
Bank and J.P. Morgan. 

In exchange, the grou 
which still has about S3 bil- 
lion worth of debts, has 
agreed to sell between one 
and $1.5 billion worth of 
assets. 

The company, with $8.85 
billion in sales and a net 
profit of $77 million for 1994, 
suffered as nuclear energy 
fell out of favour and as a 
r«wlt of cutbacks in U.S. 
defence spending which 
affected its electronics divi- 
sion. 

“Our announcement today 
is, in many ways, a return to 
our roots, confirming that the 
future of Westinghouse will 
be bnilt around our broad- 
casting and media business," 
Mr. Jordan said. 

“It is the fastest growing, 
highest margin segment of 
our company, and offers oar 
shareholders tremendous fu- 
ture value,” be added. 


The group has a long his- 
tory of involvement with the 
broadcast industry, going 
back to the early 1920s when 
it was a partner in the Radio 
Corporation of America — 
the predecessor of both the 
NBC and ABC networks. 

Westinghouse has a televi- 
sion division of its own 
(Group W), bat this consists 
mainly of local television out- 
lets and represents one-tenth 


of the Westinghouse’s annual 
turnover. With CBS this 
would increase to 30 per cent 
share and Mr. Jordan said his 
company intended to push 
further into the field, both at 
home and abroad, notably by 
buying into cable networks. 

CBS earned $280 million 
last year on revenues of S3.7 
billion, while the seven tele- 
vision stations it owns made 
$217 million. 


CBS has seen its fortunes 
tumble this year as its TV 
network dropped to third 
place in the primetime ratings 
and it lost several key station 
affiliates to the Fox network, 
set up is 1986 by media ty- 
coon Rupert Murdoch. 

Analysts suggested that 
news of the Disney deal bad 
put pressure on CBS and 
Westinghouse to rapidly 
reach a deal. 


Egyptian firms ask EU 
for $20b to modernise 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
companies are seeking S20 
billion -in aid from the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) to help 
them modernise and pene- 
trate markets in the 15-nation 
bloc under a new accord, the 
industry ministry has said. 

Industry Minister Ibrahim 
Fawzi Abdul Wahed and the 
federation of Egyptian indus- 
tries have put together the 
bid as part of negotiations to 
renew a 1977 partnership 
agreement between the EU 
and Cairo, the ministry said. 

The new agreement, which 
anps to set up a free trade 
rone as part of the EU’s 
. wd sr,’ ..plan to... create ...a ; 

customs-free area throughout 
die Mediterranean, is ex- 
pected to be concluded in • 
1996. 

The EU, which has already 
given Egyptian goods free 
access to its markets under 
foe existing agreement, is 
hoping foat a new accord will 


open up similar opportunities 
for European firms in Egypt. 

Since the agrement was 
signed, however, Egypt has 
recorded an annual trade de- 
ficit of between S1.3 billion 
and $2.6 billion with the EU. 
Cairo wants a 15-year transi- 
tion period before bringing in 
free trade, while the EU 
wants to limit it to 12. 

Mohammad Hassasnei Al 
Bahnassi. the industry's 
spokesman, said: “Egyptian 
firms put the cost of mod- 
ernisation at $20 billion to 
bring them up to European 
industrial levels and enable 
them to penetrate European 
markets.” ' ^ j 

‘ Some 7 Egyptian . factories, 
he said, were not even cap- 
able of producing for the 
local market. “The com- 
panies are asking the Euro- 
peans to help them, just as 
they helped Turkey and Por- 
tugal," he said. 
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FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

In Shmeisani, 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, ground floor, 
280 sq.m.. 

Other apartments and 
villas furnished / 
unfurnished / for rent & 
sale. 

Abdoun Real Estate. 

Tei. 810605,810609, 810520 


*_] A SECURER 

Hotel ^ 

Sweiflyeh 



t.O.TEL 
-SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY . 


!i 


DOLLAR 


KENT A CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tei: 693399 


AVIS 

rentacar 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 
a C.ft a *l\ 

IXkjOgi. ^aSjs- Aj&jLiS 

863944 - 816690 


For Rent 


-Deluxe Furnished _ 

c 

£and Unfurnished ec 

t- L. 

| Li-Villas apartments u- 
©and office Space 1 

DC QC 

oTo Suit all Budgets o 

u_ 3 u_ 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 


aowwHcm 

I emflomosHi 



lANABEL 
REAL ESTATE 


FOR JR EN'T 


Deluxe Villas 
l&Appartments 
in Amman 


Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 



(1 MB) 

MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytum 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pjn. 
&30 - 11:30 0 . 1 VL 
* Tel.: 8611 



Abdullah Cardens 

Tel. 699420 - 
816499 




Quality Furnished Suites 

One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 



48* 


■ — v " " 

Unique gold & gems jewelry. 
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Janet Evans loses 800 m freestyle crown 


’ASADENA (AP) — Janet 
v-vans, invincible in the 800 - 

weestyle since 1987, lost her 
tTown to 15-year-old Brooke 
apennett. 

? Bennett won her first 
. Jational title at the Phillips 66 
^Championships in 8 minutes, 

! u. 84 seconds —the fastest 
tome in the world this. year. 
'j Evans finished fourth in 
^-37.39, well off her world 
record of 8:16.22 set in 1989. 

She held a narrow lead 
-hrough the first 4(K) metres 
■ >efore Bennett took com- 
i nand by two body lengths. 

foments later, Evans was 
[ >assed by Trina Jackson 
8:34.65) and Cristina Teus- 
her (8:34.65), who finished 
econd and third, respective- 

y- 

-Evans, 23. had not lost a 
najor tide in . the 800 in 
sight years, piling up 22 con- 
ecudve victories and a re- 
»rd 12 national titles in the 
:vent. 

“If I was a little younger, 
*d be disappointed." she 
aid. “I.ve been there, done 
hat. I'm going to move on. I 
lon’t think age is a factor." 

Her words belied the 
juavering in her voice andthe 
ears in her eyes. Eventually, 
ivans regained control and 
aughed at the suggestion that 
he queen of long-distance 
wimming is dead. 

“Please don’t say that.” 
he begged. “I’m not going to 
juit by any means." 

“A little girl came up to me 
md said, ‘you still have a 
luge fan dub, don’t worry.” 
[hat's what I appreciated, 
four or five years ago, I 
vould have been, ‘this is it."’ 
Her coach, Mark Schubert, 



■ :vi 
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Janet Evans 


suggested Evans was .not in 
top form on the first day of 
the star-studded five-day 
meet, which determines the 
U.S. team for the Pan Padfic 
Championships 10 days from 
now in Atlanta. 

“She went too fast in the 
first 200 and .she knew she 
should have been," he said. 
“Janet's capable of going a 
lot faster and she will." 


ifcS ■;/ ■ 'iT .y.- " - -«V ■*. -r ‘ : • : : - . 


Bennett beat her idol for 
the second time this year. In 
May. Evans lost another of 
her dominaent events, the 
400 free, to Bennett. 

Four months ago, Bennett 
caused a stir during the Pan 
American Games by suggest- 
ing Evans feared her. 

“She knows there’s some- 
body there behind her. 


There's somebody coming up 
to take her place,” Bennett 
said in Argentina. 

Evans was miffed at the 
comments and openly won- 
dered why Bennett didn't 
show some respect. . 

But she was gracious in 
defeat, flashing a smile at 
Bennett and telling her 
“good iob" after the race. 


“It meant a lot. I’m sure 
there are hard feelings In 
there,” Bennett said. “I said 
‘good job’ to her.” 

Peter Wright of Delran, 
New Jersey, won the men's 
800 in 8:06.27. Brian' Youn- 
ger of St. Louis was second in 
8:07.63 and Jon Sakovich of 
Gainesville, Florida, third in 
8:09.62. 


Rangers ready to renew quest for European glory 


GLASGOW (R) — Glasgow 
Rangers have long prided 
themselves on being one of 
the giants of European soc- 
cer. 

Almost everything about 
the club entities them to 
think so. Seven successive 
Scottish titles, their 51,000 
capacity all-seater stadium, 
18 international players from 
various countries on their 
playing staff. 

The club has an annual 
income of more than £20 -. 
million (S32 million), boasts . 
fans in every corner of the 
globe, runs a TV station on 
match days and sells every- 
thing in their club shop from 
their Rangers brand of .whis- 
ky, gin and vodka to Rangers 
tartan, aftershave and ladies 
. underwear. 

. But there are no videos on 
sale of Rangers winning the 
European Champions’ Cup, 
or any replicas of the Euro- 
, pean Champions' trophy on 
offer. 

Gallingly, across the city 
these are available in the dub 
shop of arch-rivals Celtic, 
who won the European Cup 
in 1967 when they beat Inter- 


nationale 2-1 in Lisbon. It is 
an achievement Celtic fans 
have taunted their great riv- 
als with for nearly 30 years. 

The European Cup is the 
one major prize to have 
eluded the men in blue and 
until they have lifted that 
trophy, they will never exor- 
dse the ghosts of Celtic's 
"Lisbon Lions.” Nor will 
anyone outside the blue half 
of Glasgow put them on a par- 
with the likes of Real Mad- 
rid., Barcelona and AC 
Milan. - . .4 
; : .Chairman David Murray, a. . 
multi-millionaire in the steel 
and metals industry who re- 
built his own life after losing 
both legs in a car crash in his 
twenties, has provided the 
funds for the re-building of 
Ibrox Stadium into one of the 
finest in Britain. 

But he is well aware of the 
no-man’s land rangers cur- 
rently inhabit. They are too 
big for Scotland, not eligible 
to take part in the Premier 
League in England and have 
still to prove themselves in 
Europe. 

“We know that with the 
possible exception of Man- 


chester United, we are the 
biggest club in Britain,” Mur- 
ray said. “We will soon have 
nearly 40,000 season ticket, 
holders and the funjds we 
generate are vast. 

“There are few clubs in the 
world as big as Rangers. Our 
aim is to prove that to every- 
one in the only way we can — 
by winning the European 
Cup.” 

Demand for tickets is so 
great that fans are now . 
paying a one-off contribution, 
of £399 ($637£ihe'cefy for the7 
right to then '[purchase theiP. 
season tickets wf'fekch of the 1 
next 25 years. 

More than 12,000 fans 
have already pledged their 
cash and Murray says that if 
demand continues to grow, 
he will not resitateto increase 
the* stadium's capacity to 
60.000. 

The passion and loyalty of 
the Ibrox fans is legendary 
and for more than a century 
their “auld firm” rivalry with 
Celtic has fuelled their devo- 
tion and split the city in half. 

The protestants with their 
Union jack British flags sup- 
port Rangers, the Catholics 


with their Irish flags follow 
. Celtic. 

For the best part of those 
100 years that rivalry was 
largely internecine, but all 
that changed in the late 1980s 
when former manager 
Graeme $ouriess started sign- 
ing' Engiish and overseas 
players. 

•' His successor Walter Smith 
'has continued that policy, 
bringing in players of the 
calibre of Britain Laudrup 


have cost the club £11.3 mil- 
lion ($18.05 million), could 
be the . key to unlocking the 
European treasures. 

These are bonyant optimis- 
tic times at Ibrox, but the 
club has been in. this position : 
for the last two seasons. 

Big summer signings have 
brought the promise of great 
achievement, only for Ran- 
gers to fail in their European 
quests. 


Australian 
Open 
victory still 
buoys 

Pierce 


CARLSBAD. California 
(AFP) — A second-round 
Wimbledon exit -and a Fed 
Cup defeat may not seem the 
perfect preparation for an 
assault on the U.S. Open 
'title, Mary Pierce's confi- 
dence remains undimmed. 

Pierce, the world, number 
three, said that even though 
she has not cashed in on the 
momentum from her Austra- 
lian Open triumph in January 
by winning any more tourna- 
ment titles, she is physically 
and mentally at home among 
the game's best players. 

“It has been eight months 
that I've been ranked among 
the top players, and I think 
I've shown I can consistent 
play with them,” she said. 

At Wimbledon, she fell in 
the second round to French 
Fed Cup teammate Nathalie 
Tauziat. but she said the 
three-set effort, in her first 
appearance at the All Eng- 
land Club, was a pleasant 
surprise. 

So was France's down-to- 
the-wire defeat by the United 
States in the semi-finals of 
the Fed Cup., 

Playing the Americans in 
North Carolina, the French 
split the four singles matches 
to take the tie to the deciding 
doubles. 

“That's totally the opposite 
to a blow in confidence,” she 
says of the loss. “It's such a 
great experience. It’s very 
rare that we can ply as a 
team, play for each other. I 
felt we played really well. 

“The whole team was dis- 
appointed because we came 
so close, and when you come 
dose it's even harder. But we 
all tried really hard, and 



Mary Pierce 

there was a great team spir- 
it.” . 

Now she is focused on the 
last Grand Slam of 1995, the 
U.S. Open and her appear- 
ance here at the $430,000 
WTA Tour event at the La 
Costa resort is pan 4 oF the 
preparation. 

“My goal is to peak at the 
U.S. Open,” she said. “I’m 
training hard physically. I'm 
going to play here and at 
Toronto. They will be very 
important tournaments for 
me to prepare adn be match 
tough. ■' . 

Pierce admitted' to some- 
thing of a let-down after the 
Australian Open, where she 
beat Arantxa Sanchez Vicar- 
io in straight sets in the final. 

“After Australia, -a lot of 
stuff happened really fast and 
I was trying to churn really 
hard and do a lot of things off 
court. I think that’s why I got 


sick,” said Pierce, who bat- 
tled a groin strain and kdney 
infection earlier this year. 

Now. she says, she is well 
and injury free. 

She was also clearly happy 
and relaxed as she prepared 
ro play a tournament she last 
entered two years ago when 
her highly-publicised conflict 
with her father was at its peak 
and she sought a court order 
keeping him away from her 
matches. 

“A lot has happened in the 
last two years in my life.” 
said Pierce. 20. “I’ve been 
working with Nick (Builitieri) 
and Sven (Groeneveld) and I 
feel there has been a 
tremendous improvement in 
my game. 

"Also just in mjj life and 
being happy. I think in two 
years you grow up and learn 
more things abouit life and 
yourself.” 


Sanchez Vicario, Martinez survive tests 


* rate on and off the field, it is 


The biggest signing of 
course was Gascoigne, who 
cost- £4.3 million ($6.87 mil- 
lion) from Lazio and whose 
own peroxide blond, cropped 
hairstyle has spawned hun- 
dreds of imitators and given 
Glasgow's barbers a healthy 
boost to their earnings. 

Because of the serious in- 
juries he has suffered over 
the last four years, the sign- 
ing of Gascoigne is a major 
gamble. 

But Gascoigne, one of five 
close-season signings who - 


WANTED 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Jordanian trading company is seeking an 
executive secretary with the following:- 

* Fiuent Arabic & English. 

* PC user / Apple. 

* Capable of manage all office work. ■ 

Interested candidates please send your CVs with a recent 
photo to P.O.Box 815374 Amman 11180 Jordan. 


/ . AvAva .V 




DIANA TRAVEL & TOURISM 

INVITES YOU TO DISCOVER THE BEAUTY OFTHE 

HOLYLANDS 

JERUSALEM - BE1TLEHEM - 
NAZARETH - TIBERIAS - 
ACRE - HAIFA - CAESAREA 

• EILAT AT LEISURE 
- 4 AND 5 STAR HOTELS WITH MEALS. 

• SIGHTSEEING TO DISCOVER 
THE FABULOUS PLACES . 

FOR MORE DETAILS, 

PLS CONTACT’ TEL N0.605069 


DELUXE APARTMENTS FOR SALE OR RENT 

Apartments with an area of 180 sq.m.. Consisting- 
of 3 bedrooms. L-shaped salon & dining room, 3 
■ bathrooms + kitchen, veranda, one master 
bedroom, deluxe finishing. Location: Shmeisani 
near the new Ministry of Justice building 
Call Tel: 668882 

Independent floor for rent 

consists of 3 bedrooms, salon .dining room and 
sitting room with a fireplace , spacious veranda , 
garage , store room and telephone f area 250 sq 
m. Location : rabieh - near Chinese embassy . 
for more information call tel. 678617 
Amman / for three days . 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A British Research Institute based in Amman seeks a 

PUBLIC RELATIONS ASSISTANT 

for short-term employment sta rt i ng In September 1 995 
Applicants must ole: 

Fluent in written and spoken Arabic/English 
* Computer literate with experience of desk-top publishing and 
ACCESS data-base 
‘Qualified in design and/or marketing 

Only qualified applicants should send their CV in English with two 
references to the following address, not later than 16/8/1995. 

BIAAH 

P.O.Box 519, Jubeiha 11941, Amman 
Fax 06 837197 


imperative they reach the 
lucrative Champions’, 
League. 

All they have to do to 
achieve that is to beat the 
Cypriot champions, part- 
timers Anorthosis Famagus- 
ta, in a preliminary round tie 
next month. 1 

Last weekend saw Rangers 
lift their first trophy of the 
season when they beat 
Romanian champions Steaua 
Bucharest 4-0 and Italians 
Sampdoria 2-0 in the Ibrox 
international tournament. 


Steffi Graf’s 
father arrested 

FRANKFURT, Germany 
(AP) — The father of top- 
ranked women’s tennis 
player Steffi Graf was 
arrested at his home 
Wednesday on suspicion of 
tax evasion, state prosecu- 
tors said. 

The arrest warrant was 
issued earlier in the week, 
but was executed when au- 
thorities feared Peter Graf, 
who is also his daughter's 
manager, might flee Ger- 
many to avoid prosecution, 
Mannheim prosecutor's 
spokesman Peter Wecb- 
sung said. 

He confirmed last month 
that both miss Graf and her 
57-year-old father were 
targets of searches as part 
an investigation. 

Wechsung said police 
went to the Graf family 
home in Bruehl south of 
Mannheim to carry out the 
arrest before noon. 

The arrest warrant said 
Mr. Graf did not file a tax 
return for four years, and 
when he did, on estimated 
income of 35 million marks 
($25 millioa), he paid only 
one-fifth of that income in 
taxes. 


CARLSBAD (R) — Tof>-seeded : Spaniards 
Arantxa Sanchez vicario and Conchiia Mar- 
tinez each dropped a set in winning second- 
round matches on Tuesday at the $430,000 
Toshiba. 'Tennis Classic, 
i Sanchez Brffcario, the top seed, survived' 
jagainst Canadian Patricia. Hy-Boulais 6-2 2-6. 
J6-2, hnd the second-seeded Martinez, the 
1994 Wimbledon champion, struggled past 
Beate reinstadler of Austria 4-6 6-2 6-3 in a 2 
hour, 5 minute baseline battle. 

“When I won the first set I was feeling very 
good, said Sanchez Vicario, the world’s 
second-ranked player. “But I started leaving 
the ball a little shorter and she started taking 
advantage of that, and started attacking. 

Sanchez Vicario, however, regained control 
and raced to a 5-1 lead in the decisive set 
before serving out the 1 hour, 46 minute 
match against the world’s 69th-ranked player. . 

“I started playing deep again and moving 
the ball mach better, and taking control," said 
Sanchez Vicario, who has been runner-up to 
Steefi Graf here the last two years. 

Third seed Mary Pierce of France captured 
the first nine games before powering past 
American Erika De Lone 6-0 6-3 in 62 
minutes. 

“I just felt great. Everything was working 
well.” said Pierce, who yielded just eight 
points 'in the 18-minute first set. “I was 
expecting a little bit more of a battle." 

Three seeds were surprised on the hard 
courts of the LA Costa Hotel and Spa. 

Sixth seed Natasha Zvereva of Belarus was 
flat after a three-week layoff and fell to 
Sandrine Testud of France 6-3 6-4. Tenth seed 
Amanda Coetzer of South Africa was 
bounced by Ai Sugiyama of Japan 7-5 6-0. 
American Saridra Cacic beat 14th seed Ange- 
lica Gavaldon of Mexico 6-3 6-3. 

Zvereva, ranked 11th. shrugged off the 


“i really don’t expect anything.” said 
Zvereva. “I just go out and play. If I win it’s 
good. If I lose it’s still OK.” 

Martinez - had not played on hardcourts in 
five months and. it shewed. The Spaniard- 
. appeared frustrated throughout as her array 
, of heayy topsin and sliced ground strokes 
either exploded for winners or ended in 
sloppyl mistakes. 

Despite the spotty effort, the third-ranked 
Martinez was happy to get the second-round 
match out of the way in her first meeting with 
Reinstadler, ranked 74th. 

“It’s nice when you finish the match and 
though you didn't play your best you won.” 
said Martinez, who was one of 16 seeds to 
draw a first-round bye. 

■Martinez admitted the surface hampered 
her style. 

“I was just not used to the court," she said. 
“I just changed from grass to clay to hard. It’s 
very difficult, so you have to get used - to it. It 
seemed to be really fast from where I’ve been 
coming from.” 

A slew of mistakes cost Martinez the first 
set. but she got her game untracked to level 
the match. 

“I thought I couldn't play worse in the first 
sec. so I tried to play more aggressive in the 
second set and mix up the pace." 

In the deriding set, Martinez jumped to a 
5-J lead. Reinstadler rallied to 5-3. but 
Martinez served out the match, watching 
reinstadler’s backhand go long. 

Reinstadler was dispointed after piling up 
19 break point chances but converting only 

“It was unbelievable, I should never lolse 
this, said Reinstadler “Maybe I wanted to do 
too much with these points because I knew 
how important they were." 


Rosset wins, Medvedev loses to Kulti 


PRAGUE (AP) — Top- 
seeded Marc Rosset of 
Switzerland defeated Czech 
Jaroslav Bulant 64, 1-6, 6-4 
in Tuesday's first round at the 
$365,000 Czech Open tennis 
tournament. 

No. 2 seed Andrei Med- 
vedev of Ukraine gave up, 
citing stomach problems after 
losing the first set against 
Sweden's Nicklas Kulti 5-7. 

“Doctors say it is probably 
an infection from some 
food,” Medvedev said after 
the match. “I was feeling 
worse and worse every mi- 
nute.” 

In other first-round- match- 
es fourth-seeded Karol 
Kucera of Slovakia beat Rus- 


sia's Andrei Cherkasov 6-3, 
1-6, 6-1: sixth-seeded Slava 
Dosedel of the Czech Repub- 
lic defeated France's Henri 
Laconte 6-1, 6-3: and No. 7 
Javier Sanchez of Spain out- 
played Roland Agenor of 
Haiti 4-6, 6-2, 6-3. 

Also, Alberto Portas defe- 
ated fellow Spaniard Marcos 
Aurelio Gorriz 6-2, 6-4: 
Karim Alami of Morocco 
beat Czech David Mikera 7-6 
(7-2), 6-0, Bohdan Ulihrach 
of the Czech Republic beat 
Marco Meneschincheri of Ita- 
ly 64, 6-1; Mariano Zabaleta 
of Argentina defeated Po- 
land’s Wojtek Kowalski 64, 
J-6, 7-6 (7-3), and Czech Jiri 


Radnr£rv ay< i d count ™man 
Radomir Vasek 64, 4-6, 64 

Uzbekistan’s Oleg Oeor- 
odov beat Franco Savin® of 
Argentina 6-3. 3-6, 6-3 
2? r °T° do * substituted for 
third-seeded Czech karel 
Novacek, who withdrew from 
'he tournament Tuesday 

ETnfu^'" 

Connors downs Borg in 
finals 

In Dearborn, Michiean 


CINEMA TEL:634144 1 CINEMA TEL:699238 

pun* 

presents 

Jurassic 
Park 

Dircted by 
Steven Spielberg 

Shows: 1230, 350, 615, S30, 1030 



Kamal Shinnawi 
& Ilham Shahin 
in 

Easy to Get 

( Arabic ) 

Shows 1230, 3130. 5m 8m 1030 


CONCORD “1" 

Ahmad Zaki, Layla Alwy 
and Mahmmoud Hamedeh 

The Thierd Man 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 1230.330,615,830,1030 

CONCORD “2” 

Only you 

• Shows: 3:30. 5:30 


imHOan THEHTRI5 

TEL:6i8274 - 618275 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
“sumaa’" 

IN . 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 
written & directed by 
Mohammed Sfipwaqfef’ 


TEL.-675571 

Presents 

KABARET 

Abeerlssa 

Rhafisan Mpshftil 

with Amer khamash, Khalil 
Jahmani, Mohammad Hussdni 
and Issam Al Han bah 
The theatre doses on Monday 
Performances start at 8:P n p.r - 


Te[;625]55 

Presents 

(Ahlan Tatbee’) 
Welcome 

Normalisation 

tel -625 I5 °5 04 Ca “ 
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LONDON ( AP) — Manches- 
ter United cancelled a sche- 
duled practice match against 
lower division club Preston 
following controversy over 
banned striker Eric Canto- 
na’s appearance in a similar 
march last week. 

Cantona was due to play in 
the match behind dosed 
doors at United’s training 
ground on Monday, despite 
his nine month ban from "all 
football activities” for attack- 
ing a crystal palace supporter 
in January. 

Manager Alex Ferguson 
phoned Preston Monday 
mornipg to cancel for fear of 


fueling further controversy. 

The match last week 
against Rochdale w^s also 
held behind closed doors with 
no crowd. However, a Lon- 
don tabloid newspaper pub- 
lished pictures .of Cantona 
playing, and the Football 
Association took hundreds of 
calls from the public ques- 
tioning the status of his sus- 
pension. 

“The game was behind 
locked doors and was a pri- 
vare match, but when there 
were pictures in the paper, it 
became a public event,” FA 
spokesman Mike Parry said. 

“We feel that Manchester 


United probably have an ex- 
planation. The terms of the 
ban. are quite clear and pre- 
cise. we’d just like the matter 
clarified. We aTe not near the 
stage of imposing any penal- 
ties.” 

The FA has asked United 
to give it an explanation as to 
the conditions of the game, 
but Parry said that would 
probably nor happen until 
next week as the team is’ 
currently on tour in Malaysia. 

Under the terms of Canto- 
na’s suspension, he is allowed 
to train with the club, bur 
cannot represent it in any 
competitive matches. 


whether friendly, cup or 
league. 

Players’ union boss .Gor- 
don Taylor said the FA should! 
not think of penalizing Can- 
tona or United. 

“We feel Eric has suffered 
very tough punishment 
already, and that any sus- 
pended player needs to keep 
fit," said Taylor, chief execu- 
tive of the Professional Foot- 
ballers’ Association. 

“We can understand his 
suspension applying to games 
where the public is admitted, 
bur we feel that matches be- 
hind dosed doors should be 
acceptable." 



Michael Stich 


Stich already thinking of U.S.Open 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Michael Stich beat Gianiuca 
Pozzi in straight sets to reach 
the second-round of the ln- 
finiti Open here on Tuesday 
— but he admitted his mind 
was already on the U.S. 
Open. 

Stich, the second seed be- 
hind Croatian Goran Iva- 
■ nisevic. defeated Pozzi 6-4. ; 
f*-2. 

Former worid number-one 
Jim Courier, the third seed, 
beat Alejandro Hernandez of 
Mexico 6-3. 6-2 and fifth- 
seeded Swede Thomas En- 
qvist beat Mauricio Hadad of 
Colombia 6-1, 6-2. 

“I think I played pretty 
well," Stich said. “I’m just 
trying to work real hard right 
now to have my game ready 
for the U.S Open. My main 
goal is to be ready for the 
Open.’’ 

Richard Krajicek, the 
fourth seed'from the Nether- 
lands. withdrew before his 
first-round match on Tuesday 
with a recurrence of the right 
elbow injury that forced him 
to retire during the Canadian 
Open in Montreal last week. 

He had been hoping to 
challenge for a third title 


here, after back-to-back wins 
in 1992-93. 

Lucky loser Ignacio Mar- 
tinez of Mexico took his place 
and took a set off compatriot 
Luis Herrera before losing 

4- 6, 6-4, 6-3. 

Australian Patrick Rafter, 
who moved back into the top 
50 in the world rankings 
when he reached the semi- 
tinafe irv Washington two 
-weeks 'ago', - survived a 
second-set lapse to beat fel- 
low Australian Paul Kilderry 
6-3, 5-7. 6-4. 

Rafter, who lost to Stich in 
the second round in Montreal 
last week, failed to convert a 
match point when serving at 

5- 3 in the second, then lost 
four games in a row to let the 
match go to a third set. 

“I had my chances to close 
it out in the second set and 1 
didn't do it." he said. Rafter 
admitted it was hard to get 
back on track after a momen- 
tum swing of that magnitude. 

“Mentally it’s very diffi- 
cult,” he said, adding that he 
was trying to schoof himself 
to deal with that kind of 
setback. 

“If you look a guy like Pete 
Sampras, he plays a couple of 


loose games, he gets it back. 
That’s why he’s one of the 
best players in the world. 
And that’s why I’m not. One 
of the reasons why I’m not." 

But Rafter said he was 
improving in that depart- 
ment. 

“It was very important fof 
me to remain • composed rot 
there v’’ he said:- I Knew T 
could pull it out." 

Like Stich, Rafter said he 
was already looking ahead to 
‘ the U.S. Open, which starts 
on August 28. 

One man in the draw here 
who probably isn’t already >j 
plotting his U.S. Open 
strategy is veteran Jimmy 
Connors. 

Connors, officially retired 
and playing on a senior tour 
with oilier over-35s, accepted 
a wild-card entry and was to 
play Italian Cristiano Caratti 
on Tuesday night. 

While Connors said he 
hoped to continue peppering 
his schedule with ATP Tour 
events, he said the best-of- 
five set format of the Grand 
slam tournaments made the 
U.S. Open- less attractive to 
him at the age of 41. 


Fire engulfs thoroughbred barn 


HENDERSON, Kentucky 
( AP) — Fire quickly engulfed* 
a thoroughbred barn early 
Monday at Ellis Park, killing 
as many as 25 expensive race 
horses. One stable groom 
trying to free horses from the 
flames was slightly burned. 

The cause of the fire was 
unknown. Arson investiga- 
tors were at the site. 

Tejano Run, who finished 
second at this year’s Ken- 
tucky Derby and who was 
moved Friday to Ellis Park 
for turf training, was stabled 
in another bam at the track 
’and was not among those 
killed. 

The track, which houses 
about 1,000 thoroughbreds in 
more than 30 stables, cancel- 
led racing for Tuesday. Ellis 
Park, whose meet ends 


labour day. normally is 
closed Mondays. 

When firefighters arrived 
just before dawn, the 30-stall 
bam north, of the grandstands* 
was homing so intensely that 
flames were visible (five 
kilometres) away, said Maury 
Nichols, a firefighter. 

Thoroughbreds thar had 
been released from the burn- 
ing bam No. 10 and adjoining 
barns ran loose across the 
property. Two horses bolted 
were caught at a truckers’ 
weigh station. 

“They were running all 
over the park," said Firefigh- 
ter James Banks, the on- 
scene commander. “You get 
a scene like this, they just go 
crazy. " 

At least one horse that was 
led out of his burning stall ran 


back inside out of fright and 
burned to death, firefighters 
and a track spokesman Said. 

Stable groom John Wells 
saw the bam burning and ran 
inside to free the horses. He 
suffered second-degree bums 
to his shoulder, said Richard 
Schnaars, vice president and 
general manager for Ellis 
Park. 

Wells was treated at a local " 
hospital, then returned to the 
track. 

Track officials still had not 
compiled a complete list of 
horses killed hours after the 
fire was extinguished. 
Schnaars put the number of 
dead at 22 to 25 horses, in- 
cluding two that were des- 
troyed due to injuries. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAB SHARIF 
fi, TANNAH HISSCH 

* ii**. train* **-*“ ,rc 

WHERE’S THE FIRE? 

Neither vulnerable. Nortfi deal' 
i NORTH 

♦ Q4 

K Q J 4 
v Q 10 8 2 

* A Q8 

WEST EAST 

♦ K2 * a 10 8 S $ 5 

: A 7 6 3 "92 

: 4 a s 3 

*96642 *K7 

SOl>TH 

♦ A 7 3 
■? to 8 a 
v k J e s , 

* J 10 3 
The bidding; 

North East South West 
1 ■ 14 J NT Paw 

3 NT Pm Pons Pus 


Opening lead: King of * 

North and South had an arrange- 
ment. If either player made a palpa- 
ble ermr. the offender had to pay 
partner one dollar. You be the judge; 
Should South he penalized for thr 
play of thk hand? 

Norib-SuUth Writ playing five- 
cord majors and weak oo trumps, 
which accounts for the one diamond 
opening bid. East seized the oppor- 
tunity to ovejcaii one spade. South's 
one an iruaip cannot he fnulted and 
North jumped to game, since the 
queen of spades was now known to 
have same value, even if only to, 


bolster partner's stopper. 

West led the king of spade*, taken 


by the ace. The ten of hearts lost to 
West’s ace and the remaining spade 
stopper was removed. Since declarer 
could nni come to nine tricks with- 
out at least one diamond. East 
grabbed the first lead of the soil and 
cashed four spade tricks fi.-r a two- 
trick set. 

North claimed a dollar. South 
pleaded that this was a case of sim- 
ple bod luck— 8 diamond at trick 
tun would have landed the contract, 
but how could anyone know which 
red ace East held? 

That’s tnie enough— but the con- 
tract is laydown as the cards lie. All 
declarer has to do is hold up on the 
first spade. 

When West continues spades at 
trick two, dummy wins and let’s 
suppi»e declarer guesses wrong by 
leading A heart. to West's ace. The 
best West can do is Bhifl to a dub. 
Declarer rises with the table's ace 
and forces out the ace of diamonds 
and the defenders are helpless. 

One dollar, please. 


Schumacher 
weds despite 
newspaper 
clamour 

KERPEN, Germany (R) — 
World champion Michael 
Schumacher married Corinna 
Bersch on Tuesday *&nly 
hours after delaying the civil 
wedding in disgust when 
German papers splashed his 
secret nuptial plans across 
their front pages. 

Schumacher emerged from 
the registry office in Man- 
heim and posed for photo- 
graphers with his bride be- 
fore heading off to celebrate. 

Earlier, the Benetton driv- 
er had disappointed dozens 
of reporters and fans who had 
gathered outside the town 
hall in his neighbouring home 
town of Vfcrpcn to catch a 
glimpse of the couple. 

"It was the young couple’s 
wish to get married under 
completely normal circumst- 
ances and without media up- 
roar." Kerpen Mayor Peter 
Mueller said. “The city has to 
respect this." 

Schumacher thrilled his 
compatriots by becoming the 
first home driver to win the 
German Grand Prix on Sun- 
day. 

A full church xvedding was 
set for Saturday at the federal 
government’s hilltop gws» 
house overlooking the Rhine 
Valley near Bonn. 

Cologne's Catholic 
Archbishop gave the couple 
special permission to wed at 
the chapel on the site, where 
dignitaries such as Bill Gin- 
ton, Mikhail Gorbachev and 
Queen Elizabeth' h$ve stayed. 1 
whi^q (visiting ‘Germany. ' 

Fans’ "wiir have trouble' 
catching a glimpse of their’ 
idol there because the only 
road leading to the complex 
will be sealed off. 


Effiong, Powell fail drugs tests 
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GOTHENBURG, Sweden 
(Agencies) — Nigeria's 
Daniel Effiong faces a four- 
year ban for steroids and 
Jamaican Donovan Powell a 
three-month ban for stimu- 
lants after both sprinters 
failed drugs tests, the IAAF 
announced here Wednesday. 

Effiong. 23. tested positive 
at the Nigerian cham- 
pionships in June to a steroid- 
stimulant combination, 
methyltestosterone- 
ephedrine. IAAF general 
secretary Istvan Gyulai told a 
news conference. 

“Ephedrine is a stimulant, 
the other is a steroid, so its 
four years,” said Gyulai. 

Effiong, tike Powell, has 
been suspended pending a 
hearing. 

In 1992, Effiong and four 
other Nigerian athletes failed 
dope tests on a samples pro- 
vided shortly before the Bar- 
celona Olympics. 

The others were ail sus- 
pended after their B sample 
confirmed the initial result' 
but Effiong was cleared after 
his second sample proved 
negative. 

At the time, he was com- 
peting as Daniel Philip — the 
sprinters full name being 
Daniel Effiong Philip. 

One of Africa's top 
athletes. Effiong came 
seventh in the 100m- at the 
1993 world championships in 
Stuttgart, but has not been 
entered for the cham- 
pionships which open here on 
Friday. 

A student at Azusa Pacific 
University in California. 
Effiong won the 100m at the 
World University Games in. 
1993 and was African cham- 
pion in the same year. Last 


year, he set a Nigerian record 
over 200m. 

PowclL 24, tested positive 
for the stimulant ephedrine at 
the Jamaican championships 
on June 23. 

Two weeks ago, he came 
second behind Britain's 
world and Olympic champion 
Linford piristie in the 100m 
at the Bislett Games in Oslo. 

Hattestad, Pippig pull out 

Trine Hattestad has pulled 
out of the world cham- 
pionships because of adv- 
anced pregnancy and will not 
defend her world javelin 
crown. 

The Norwegian has hoped 
five months of pregnancy 
would not affect her perform- 
ance. but she said she was 
unable to compete at her top 
form in such a condition. 

“My belly is just too big 
now,” she said. 

After the birth of her 
second child, set for Decem- 
ber. Kattested will centre on 
next year’s Olympics in 
Atlanta. 

Germany’s Uta Pippig. a 
leading marathon runner who 
was entered for the women 
10,000 metres here, pulled 
Qut because of an injury. 

Gunnell out too 

Britain's Sally Gunnell has 
been forced out of the world 
championships altogether, af- 
ter injuries dashed her last 
hopes of running the 4x400m 
relay. 

Gunnell had already aban- 
doned her defence of the 
400m hurdles she won in 
Stuttgart two years ago. bur 
was still hoping to make the 
relay squad on the flat. 


However, team spokesman 
Tony Ward said Wednesday 
the Olympic champion, who 
has missed the entire outdoor 
Grand Prix season through 
injuries, had still not fully 
recovered. 

"Its a disappointment. 
Ward said. “She's had a bad 
year.” 

IAAF ratifies 3 world records 

The governing body of 
track and field Tuesday rati- 
fied two world records by 
Algeria’s Noureddine Morce- 
li and a third by fellow 
middle-distance runner 
Moses Kiptanui of Kenya. 

Morceli now holds ail of 
the world records between 
1.500 and 3,000 metres. 

Morceli’s 1,500 time of 3 
minutes 27.37 seconds was 
run July 12 in Nice, erasing 
his former world mark of 
3:28.86. The 2.000-metre re- 
cord of 4:47.88 came July 3 in 
Paris, surpassing rhe former 
standard of 4:50.81 held by 
Said Aouita of Morocco. 

Kipianui's record of 
12:55.30 for 5,000 metres was 
run June 8 in Rome, surpas- 
sing the previous mark of 
12:56.96 by Haile Gebrselas- 
sie of Ethiopia. *■’ 

Nebiolo re-elected as IAAF 
chief 

- Prime Nebiolo was given a 
fifth mandate as president of 
(he ruling International 
Amateur Athletic Federation 
by the IAAF Congress meet- 
ing here on Wednesday. 

The election was, in fact, a 
formality as the 72-year-old 
Italian was standing un- 
opposed. Of the 188 voting 


delegates, 135 had already .... 
written a letter of support for . . ’ 
his* candidacy. 

Nebiolo, who took over ./ 
from Dutchman Adrien 
Paulen in 1981, has I fans- 
formed the sports ruling ’ 
body, successfully attracting 
sponsors and lucrative televi- ■?"' 
sion rights. The 1992-96 
budget is 120 million dollars. . 

The world championships ,. ' 
which offi dally open on Fri-. . 
day are the fifth to be held ■*. 
since 1983. and they now 
rank third, behind football’s 
World Cup and the Olympic 
Games, for global TV audi- - 
ence. 

‘ The two-day Congress will 
also re-elect members to an 
expanded 27-strong IAAF - 
Council, and discuss a variety' 
of issues ranging from drues. 
funding and administration. 

Christie grandfather at 35- 

Spring champion Linford 
Christie has become a high- 
speed grandfather, according J 
to a repon in the Sun news- 
paper here on Wednesday. 

The paper said the Olym- 
pic gold medallist, who holds 
the world 100 metres title. ... . 
, became a grandfather at the 
age of 35 after his 16-vear-oId 
son became the father of a 
baby girl. Shakira River, 
three weeks ago. 

School-leaver Merrick 
Osborne still lives in south 
London with his mother 
Judith Osborne, a teenaac 
sweetheart of Christie’s. The 
relationship broke up xvhen 
Merrick was much younger. 

Merrick has been going out 
with the baby's mother Geor- 
gina Mackenzie. 17. for two 
years, the paper said. 


Foyt plans racing comeback to 



INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
AJ. Foyt has the itch to race 
again at 60 years old. 

The man who retired from 
driving with a tearful farewell 
and a slow lap around the 
oval .at Indianapolis motor 
speedway in 1991 can't seem 
to get it out of his system. 

"i’ll tell you. I just want to 
stan racing a little bit more, 
get back in shape, take off 
about 20 pounds (nine kilom- 
ijtammes)," hq £aid. “It’s 
something ’T enjoy; and 
what’s life, all about if you 
can’t have fun? this (retire- 
ment) deal hasn’t been much 
fun for A.J. Foyt." 

Foyt was the first of three 
drivers to win four Indiana- 
polis 500s. His resume also 
includes 63 other Indy-car 
wins, seven Nascar triumphs, 
including the 1972 Daytona 
500, and two xvins in the 
Daytona 24-hour sports or 
race. 

He came out of retirement 
a year ago to run in the 
inauguaral brickyard 400 and 
was the slowest of the 40 
qualifiers in the 43-car field 


that included three provision- 
al starters based on series 
points. His car ran out of 
gasoline early while running 
near the lead ahd Foyt wound 
up 30th, four laps behind but 
running at the end of the 
^00-mile race. 

On Tuesday, Foyt con- 
finned he will try again in this 
Saturday's Winston Cup race 
at the speedway, and that 
may be only the beginning. 

“I’m looking, fopvard , to 
this," Foyt said. “As this race 
got closer and closer. -1 got 
itchier and itchier. I just 
think when I stepped down 
out of Indy cars, I stepped 
down a little early, and 1 still 
want to race. If I didn’t think 
I could do anything. I 
wouldn't be here.” 

So, the man who started a 
record 35 consecutix'e Indi- 
anapolis 500s and has always 
been a fan favourite at the 
speedway, will be in a 
Motorola-sponsored Ford 
Thunderbird when practice 
begins. 

Foyt said he might run 
some more races this vear' 


because the Indy-car season 
ends in September. 

Foyt, now a full-time Indy- 


car team owner, is also con- 
sidering gening back into an 
open-wheel car to run in the 
new Indy racing ieaue. 


A FLAT FOR RENT OR SALE IN 
A 1st CLASS HOTEL IN AQABA 

For rent or sale in Aqaba situated in the third floor 
of Aqua Marina Hotel 3, suitable as a consular 
office for foreign embassies working in Jordan. 
Please contact the owner: 

Tel: 823823, Fax: 822722 Amman 

■— . — 1— - • —a 


In one of the most beautiful districts 
Amman/Khilda. 

super deluxe apartment for sale as well as rental - 
offices and shop in a commercial area. 

A six-flat building 250 sq.m. each. Super deluxe ■/ 
modern offices / shops with their stores on the 
biggest triangular school complex. 

Do have a visit to our site where you compare with 
those international facilities and requirements. 

On the street leading to A! Ma’aref School 
and Victoria College School Khilda. 

Tel: 690873 


NEEDED 

Private consulting / trading agency 
has position available for a female 

Office Manager 

Candidates should be foreign, or local, 
but require an overseas degree / 
overseas work experience. 

A good command of the English 
Language is essential, as well as ail 
secretarial .skills required. 

Interested candidates , should send 
a CV to P.O.Box 5476, Amman, 
Jordan, soonest. 
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I — FURNISHED APARTMENT AND ROOF^t 
FOR RENT IN JABAL LWEBDEH 

1- Apartment, area 180 sq.m consists of 3 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms & utilities with central 
heating , telephone , super deluxe furniture , first 
floor. 

2- Roof, area 130 sq.m consists of 2 bedrooms , 
bathroom & utilities, central heating, telephone , 
super deluxe furniture . 

for more information call Tel. 624293 / 633385 
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international Community School 

P. Prgox s flflg. -Khilda. Aimn?n 


Now registering for September 1995 
Children are accepted between the ages of 3 - 1 1 years 
and we are the only school in Amman to offer the full 
British Curriculum adapted for the international 
community. 

Our language of instruction is English with special 
support for non- English speakers, staff are U.K. 
qualified. Music, P.E. and Drama are taught by 
specialists right through the school. French and Arabic 
are also offered, the school provides a pleasant 
stimulating environment - care is taken to meet the 
needs of each individual child. Visits encouraged. 

The school is open every Monday morning, 

9 am - 12 noon, throughout July and August, 
get further details by 
Tel: 841070 Fax: 847109. 


O' 


Whether you are having a lunch break from the office or 
treating a loved one for xt delicious healthy meal. 
Marriott is the place for you... 


Lettuce Soup-rize You ! 


Join us at Al Mansaf Restaurant for lunch between 
12. 00-3-30pm and choose from over 20 kinds of salads and soup 
varieties including one round of soft drinks or fresh juice. 


The Price, a surprising JD1 0. 00 for 2 persons inclusive! 



□ 


AMMAN 

Harriott. 


Hom 


for reservations please call 

607607 


□ 
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Australia to keep up protests 
against French nuclear 




despite Paris snub 


CANBERRA. (Agencies) — 
Australia on Wednesday 
vowed to continue protests 
against French nuclear test- 
ing in the South Pacific as the 
row with Paris escalated with 
the French envoy leaving the 
country and state' govern- 
ments attacking French in- 
vestment. 

“We’ll keep it up. We 
don't like their capricious de- 
cision to continue to detonate 
nuclear weapons,” Austra- 
lian Prime Minister Paul 
Keating told reporters in the 
remote Queensland town of 
Roma. 

Ambassador Dominique 
Girard returned to Paris in 
protest at Australia’s decision 
to ban a French defence con- 
tractor bidding for a jet con- 
tract. 

Mr. Girard said it was a 
■shame that a previously good 
relationship had soured. “We' 
consider that the way in 
which we have been treated 
was not in line with that 
policy (of good relations),” 
/Mr. Girard told reporters. 

However. Australia wel- 
comed Mr. Girard's depar- 
ture. saying Paris would now 
-get a clear, unambiguous 
message on Australia's 
opposition to French Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac's deci- 
sion to resume nuclear testing 
at French Polynesia. 

“An important effect of it 
will be that the message sets 
through at the very highest 
level to the French president 
that this is a decision 
which is regarded with out- 
rage in Australia," said 
Acting Foreignl Minister 
Gordon Bilney. 

Mr. Keating said Australia 
was undeterred by Mr. 
Girard's recall. 

“I’m concerned to see that 
the French understand the 
Australian protest, and 
they’re starting to register 
that now, and the recall of 
the ambassador is recognition 
of that.” he said. 

Defence Minister Robert 
Ray, who confirmed on Tues- 
day that France's Dassault 
aviation had been excluded 
from bidding for the contract 
to buy 35-45 light jet fighters, 
on Wednesday called on state 
governments' to look at 
boycotting French firms. 

"The real pressure now is 
on some of the state govern- 
ments who are doing a lot of 


business with French com- 
panies," Mr. Ray told repor- . 
ters in Canberra. 

The Australian State of 
Victoria on Wednesday said 
French companies were not 
welcome to bid for a slice of 
its electricity privatisation 
programme north up to £213 
billion ($89.6 billion). 

But the ban does not affect 
French government owned 
electricite De France (EDF), 
one of three bidders for the 
A21.2 billion ($886 million) 
state-owned United Energy 
Distributor, a government 
spokesman told Reuters. 

A spokesman for Victorian 
Premier Jeff Kennett said the 
move was in protest at 
French nuclear testing in the 
South' Pacific. 

“The premier made clear 
two weeks ago that the gov- 
ernment would actively dis- 
courage other French com- 
panies from becoming in- 
volved in the electricity priva- 
tisation programme,” the 
L spokesman said. 

Mr. Kennett has already 
told an unnamed French 
company which approached 
his government about bid- 
ding for a power company 
that it would not be welcome, 
he said. 

. . French Australian cham- 
ber of commerce on Wednes- 
day said it worried about 
a possible pullout of French 
investment. 

“If it’s applied across the 
board, they (French 
businesses) would have to 
come to the conclusion as to 
whether they wanted to stay 
in Australia or not,” said a 
chamber director. Bob Som- 
lervaille. 

French companies are cur- 
rently trying to secure con- 
tracts from state governments 
worth hundreds of millions of' 
dollars. 

Mr. Keating said nuclear 
testing had hurt French busi- 
ness and French standing in 
the region and “the French 
don’t like it.*’ 

‘This sort of admonition is 
the price that France is going 
to have to pay," he said. 

In Bandar Seri Begawan. 
French and Australian minis- 
ters had a 45-minute meeting 
here late Wednesday to try to 
cool down the row but neith- 
er side budged on the fun- 
damental issue of France’s 
plans to conduct a series of 


nuclear weapons tests from 
September. 

“How is France harming 
Australia in carrying out this 
limited series of tests so that 
it would justify the Austra- 
lian government’s agitation 
Or its preaching,” asked 
Michel Barnier. French 
minister-delegate for Euro- 
pean affairs. 

Australian Foreign Minis- 
ter. Gareth Evans said: 
“What they have underesti- 
mated is that the end of the 
cold war created in people’s 
minds a sense that the nuc- 
lear era was over. What this 
did was make people think 
about the threat all over 
again.” 

Mr. Barnier and Mr. Evans 
were in the Brunei capital for 
the annual ASEAN meetings 
with their main international 
partners. 

Mr. Evans had led opposi- 
tion to the French tests at the 
ASEAN meetings, causing 
the European Union (EU) 
delegation to disassociate it- 
self from a communique on 
security issues which urged 
an immediate end to all nuc- 
lear weapons testing. 

Earlier Wednesday, Mr. 
Evans told reporters that Au- 
stralia had no plans to follow 
France's example and recall 
its ambassador (torn Paris, 
and he said Canberra wanted 1 
to “keep open lines of com- 
munication.” 

Mr. Barnier said his meet- 
ing with Mr. Evans was “cor- 
dial and very frank,” using a 
term which usually indicates 
sharp differences of opinion. 
“We put everything on the 
table in a cordial and almost 
friendly fashion.” 

Mr. Evans described the 
meeting as an “interesting” 
one and said: “We under- 
stand all the justifications, 
but when one acknowledges 
everything that can be said in 
favour of the decision, it is 
still a very bad decision.'' 

Mr. Barnier said he told 
Mr. Evans that there would 
undoubtedly be several diffi- 
cult months ahead for bilater- 
al relations, but that “the 
future of our relations is 
much longer than that.” 

He quoted Mr. Evans as 
saying that environmental 
issues were not his chief con- 
cern about the planned re-’ 
sumption of nudear testing. 
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SETTLERS CLASH WITH POLICE: A Jewish 
settler resists Israeli police as they try to evacuate him 
from a West Bank hill, overlooking the Palestinian. 


village of El Khader, where some 150 settlers spent 
the ni ght before being evicted early Wednesday (AFP 
photo) 


King Fahd introduces major reshuffle 


RIYADH (AP) — King 
Fahd ousted his veteran oil 
aiid finance ministers 
Wednesday in Saudi Arabia's 
most significant leadership 
shakeup since he came to 
power in 1982. 

Oil Minister Hisham Nazer 
will be replaced by the presi- 
dent and chief executive of 
the giant petroleum company 
Saudi Aramco, Ali Bin Ibra- 
him Al Nueimi. according to 4 
a royal decree. The finance 
and planning minister, 
Mohammad Abalkhail, also 
lost his job. 

No reasons were given for 
the changes and there had 
been no public signs of policy 
disputes between the ousted 
ministers and the king. 

However, Saudi Arabia's 
oil-based economy has en- 
countered difficulties since 
the 1991 Gulf war. which has 
cost the kingdom tens of bil- 
lions of dollars. 

Also, low oil prices in re- 
cent years reduced revenues 
in a land that was flush with 
cash throughout the 19S0s. 

The move came as part of a 
cabinet reshuffle that, h?d 
been widely expected, but its 
scope took observers by sur- 
prise. 

A former commerce minis- 
ter, Suleiman Bin Abdul Aziz 
Al Sulaim was named as the 


new minister for finance and 
national economy, while 
Abdul Wahab Bin Abdul 
Salam Al Attar was named 
minister of planning. 

There was no immediate 
word on whether the two 
ousted .ministers would re- 
ceive new ministerial posts. ■ 

Mr. Nazer had been pet- 
roleum minister for almost 
nine years after Sheikh 
Ahmed Zaki Yamani was 
fired. A confident, well- 
spoken technocrat. Mr. 
Nazar, 63, was named oil - 
minister in 1986 following the 
dismissal of the charismatic 
Yamani. 

Mr. Nazer graduated with 
honours from the University 
of California at Los AngeleS 
in 1957. and obtained a mas- 
ters degree from the same 
school a year later. He held a 
number of senior government 
posts, including the job of 
planning minister for 11 
years, before he became oil 
minister at a time when oil 


Shura. 

The main portfolios held 
by members of the Saudi 
royal family remained un- 
changed. 

Three brothers of King 
Fahd retained their, posts: 
Crown Prince Abdullah as 
first deputy prime minister. 
Prince Sultan as second depu- 
ty prime minister and defence 
minister. Prince Nayef as in- 
terior minister — and Prince 
Saud Ai Faisal, the king’s 
nephew, as foreign minister. 

Prince Sultan is the world's 
longest serving minister. 


Following is the list of the 
new cabinet: 


prices were sagging. 

The reshuffle came as sche- 
duled two years after King 
Fahd. gave the . Saudis . tbeir 
first constitution iq -the so- 
called basic statutes of gov- 
ernment. He also created the 
kingdom’s royally appointed. 
61-member Islamic-style con- 
sultative council, or Majlis Al 


— Head of state and prime 
minister: King Fahd Ibn' 
Abdulaziz (unchanged). 

— Crown prince, first deputy 
prime minister and comman- 
der of the national guard: 
Prince Abdullah Ibn Abdula- ■ 
ziz (unchanged). 

— Secoifd deputy prime 
minister and defence minis- 
ter: Prince Sultan Ibn Abde- 
laziz (unchanged). 

■y- Minister .of public works 
and housing: Prince Mutaib 
Ibn Abdelaziz (unchanged). 

— Minister of interior: 
Prince Nayef Ibn Abdelaziz 
(unchanged). 

— Minister of foreign" affairs: 


Prince Saud Al Faisal (un- 
changed). 

— Minister of justice: Abdal- 
lah Ibn Mohammad Ibn Ibra- 
him Al-Sheikh (new). • 

' — Minister of higher educa- 
tion: Khaled AI Angari (un- 
changed). 

— Minister of Islamic affairs. 
Waqfs (religious property) 
and guidance: Abdallah Ibn 
Abdel Mohsen Al Turki (un- 
changed). 

— Minister of finance and 
national economic: Suleiman 
ibn Abdelaziz Al Su(eim (for- 
mer commerce minister). 

— Minister of planning: 
Abdel Wabab Abdel Salam 
AI Attar (unchanged). 

— Minister of pilgrimage 
affairs: Mahmoud Ibn 
Mohammad Safar (un- 
changed). 

— Minister of commerce: 
Ussama Ibn Jaafar Ibn Ibra- 
him Faqih (new). 

— Minister of health: Ussa- 
ma Ibn Abdel Majid Shab- 
kashi (new)/ 

— Minister of agriculture 
and irrigation: Abdallah Ibn 
Abdelaziz Ibn Muamer 
(new). . 

— Minister of oil and mineral 
resources: Ali Ibn Ibrahim 
Al-Nouaimi (new). 


(Con tinue d on page 7) 


Christopher tries to ease ASEAN 


concerns with C h ina pledge 


BANDAR SERI BEGAAN 
(AFP) — U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
tried to reassure Asian allies 
Wednesday that Washington 
wants to resolve its differ- 
ences with China and main- 
tain its position in the region. 

“Although we may have 
differences, neither the Un- 
ited States nor China can 
afford the luxury of walking 
away from cur responsibility 
to manage them." Mr. 
Christopher told a meeting of 
the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) in 
Brunei. 

Hewas speaking after talks 
late l uesday with his coun- 
terpart Qian Qichen in which 
the two sides took their first 
tentative steps towards patch- 
ing up a rift over Taiwan and 
China's arrest ofan American 
human rights activist. 

Mr. Christopher told Mr. 


Qian that the United States 
' would stick to its “one-China 
policy” and would not main- 
tain any official contacts with 
Beijing's rival government in 
Taiwan. 

Relations sunk to a low 
after Washington approved a 
private visit to the United 
States by Taiwan’s President 
Lee Teng-Hui, an act that 
Beijing believes violated 
three Sino-U.S. agreements. 

China said after the talks 
that it welcomed Mt. Christ- 
opher’s statements on 
Taiwan but that it believes 
U.S. deeds were more impor- 
tant than their words. Beijing 
has been demanding a clear- 
cut ban on visits by Lee. 

Washington has been 
angered by the detention of 
Harry Hu, a human rights 
activist arrested in China in 
June but Beijing has refused 
release him saying legal proc- 


edures must take their 


course. 

The rows have worried 
some Asian countries who 
have relied on the rela- 
tionship between China and 
the United States as an 
anchor for peace in the re- 
gion. 

“The U.S. -China rela- 
tionship is fundamental." an 
.ASEAN diplomat said before 
the Qian-Christopher talks. 
“The current situation is 
much worse than we antici- 
pated.” 

Even though most of the 
ASEAN countries have 
hosted “vacation diplomacy” 
visits by Mr. Lee. diplomats 
said they have been dismayed 
by the U.S. decision to allow 
Taiwan’s president to visit his 
old university because of the 
strains it has produced. 

A U.S. official said that- 
following the meeting with 


Mr. Qian the deterioration of 
relations “has now bottomed 
out” and that Washington 
was confident it could be put 
on track again. 

“The United States con- 
tinues to believe that a 
strong, stable open and pros- 
perouss China can be a strong 
partner and a responsible 
* leader of the international 
community,” Mr. Christ- 
opher said in his speech. 

But in an apparent caution, 
he added that- “China’s eco- 
nomic development and 
military posture will inevit- 
ably have a major impact on 
the perceptions and actions 
of other nations.” 

China reassured many of 
its neighbours here by prom- 
ising to resolve territorial dis- 
putes in the SpratJys on (he 
basis of international law and 
negotiations. 


measles return 


KHARTOUM (AP) — 
Epidemics of polio and 
measles have returned to 
Sudan following a decline in 
U.N. and Western funding 
for government vaccination 
programmes, an official said 
Wednesday. 

"For the first time in 10' 
years we have cases of 
measles and cases of polio 
which appeared in Nyala (in 
western Sudan) and then be- 


gan to spread in most of the 
other states,” said Hashim 
Ali AI Zaeen, the Vaccina- 
tion Director at Sudan’s 
Health Ministry. 


Mr. Al Zaeen said boht 
diseases had become 
epidemics, the Sudanese dai- 
ly newspaper, AI Sudan Al 
Hadith, reported Wednes- 
day. At least 252 children are 
suffering from polio, he said. 


8 killed in Karachi 


KARACHI (AFP) — At 
least eight people, including 
four alleged terrorist leaders 
and a policeman, were killed 
Wednesday in this strife-torn 
Pakistan port city, police 
said. 

Four people killed in a 
clash in Karachi’s eastern 
suburb of Maiir, including 
gang leader Farooq Dada, 
were alleged terrorists, police 
said. 

Dada, allegedly a member 
of the Mohajir'Qaumi Move- 
ment (MQM), is wanted for 


more than 100 attacks in 
Karachi, police said. 


The others killed were 
Javed Michael. Mohammad 
Hanif and Ghaffar Madda. 


Officials said police and 
paramilitary Rangers had 
been deployed as tension 
flared in Baldia Town, where 
Dada lived. 

Witnesses said groups of 
armed men exchanged fire 
with the security forces, leav- 
ing one police constable 
dead. 


Egypt’s Brotherhood 
warns against crackdown 


CAFRO (AFP) — The Mus- 
lim Brotherhood warned on 
Wednesday of a blacklash of 
violence if Egyptian police 
continue a crackdown on the 
fundamentalist group after 
180 of its members were 
arrested in raids last week. 

“The police campaigns 
could make the young people 
(Brotherhood activists) devi- 
ate from the good path and 
lead them to commit acts of 
violence," Maamun Al 
Hodeibi. the Brotherhood's 
spokesman, told AFP. 

“I cannot guarantee what 
will happen." he added, 
although he also stressed that 
the group was "careful to 
avoid any deviation into vio- 
lence and is determined to 
continue its non-violent poli- 
cy.” 

Police arrested 180 Muslim 
Brothers on Friday in the 
biggest sweep against the 
group since President Hosni 
Mubarak came to power in 
1981. 

The arrests came amid a 
growing crackdown which be- 


gan in January against the 
group, which the government 
has accused of backing Mus- 
lim militants and plotting the 
violent overthrow of the 
state. 

Banned in 1954. the 
Brotherhood, has been toler- 
ated in its activities since the 
1970s when it claimed to have 
renounced violence in its 
efforts to establish an Islamic 
state in Egypt. 

In an interview published 
in the government weekly Al 
Musawar on Wednesday,* the 
Brotherhood's leader. 
Mohammad Hamed Abu A I 
Nasr, admitted for the first 
time that his group had an 
international organisation. 

Mr. Abu Al Nasr denied 
that the group was trying to 
overthrow the government 
but admitted the existence of 
an international organisation 
which the Brotherhood has 
until now persistently denied. 

“We have branches abroad 
in Germany, London and 
Europe,” Mr. Abu Al Nasr 
said. 


Israel 
attacks 
PFLP-GC 
base in 


Badawi accuses government 
agents of beating him 


Lebanon 


SULTAN YACOUB, Leba- 
non (AFP) — Israeli jets 
launched a rocket attack 
Wednesday on a base of the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine-General 
Command (PFLP-GC) in 
eastern Lebanon, wounding 
five guerrillas. 

Two fighter planes blasted 
a network of caves which 
serve as the group's base at 
Sultan Yacoub. three 
kilometres from the border 
with Syria. Lebanon police 
said. 

. Six rockets were fired, hit- 
ting the caves directly and 
injuring five guerrillas, hos- 
pital workers said. Another 
10 were trapped in one of the 
caves by rockfall caused by 
the blasts. 


In around Jerusalem an 
Israeli army spokesman con- 
firmed the raid and said pilots 
carried out a pinpoint raid 
before returning safely to 
their base. 

Police said six more planes 
provided cover for the raid in 
a sector where the Syrian 
army has many troops and 
anti-aircraft guns. 

Black plumes of smoke 
rose from the labyrinth of 
caves at the foot of the hill- 
top village of Sultan Yacoub, 
causing panic among the 
6.000 inhabitants. 


The wounded Palestinian 
fighters were taken by ambu- 
lance to hospital at Jib Janin.- 
south of Sultan Yacoub. 
while members of the radical 
group prevented journalists 
from entering the caves. 

“It’s dangerous to go in 
there, there are time-bombs 
which are in danger of going 
off at any moment.” said 
Ahmad, a guard brandishing 
a kalashnikov . 

However, a burned-out 
jeep was visible from outside 
the base. Fires started by the 
rocket explosions were quick- 
ly brought under control by 
the group. 


CAIRO (AP) — Ten 
assailants dragged a promin- 
ent Egyptian opposition jour- 
nalist from bis car and beat 
and kicked him. The journal- 
ist blamed government 
agents Wednesday for the 
attack. 

Gamal Badawi, editor-in- 
chief of Al Wafd newspaper, 
said he was followed by two 
cars after a meeting of the 
journalists' syndicate Tues- 
day night and then forced to 
pull over in a Cairo suburb. 

Ten men got out of the 
cars, dragged him and his 
driver into the street and beat 
and kicked them for about 
five minutes, Mr. Badawi 
told the Associated Press.. 
Both were bruised but not 
hospitalised. 

“The finger is pointed at 
the government because of 
the position both the news- 
paper and I took on the new 
press law,” he said. “This is 


revenge and a message to all 
journalists that this is what 
they will face when they criti- 
cise the government.” 

There was no immediate 
comment from government 
officials. 


. Last month, journalists 
protested a new law that 
allowed the detention of 
journalists without charge 
and raised sentences for pub- 
lishing false information or 
inflammatory criticism of 
state institutions to five years 
and a $6,000 fine. 


After public outrage, the 
government backed off and 
promised to craft a press law 
within three months — to to 
written in consultation with 
journalists. 

Mr. Badawi was one, of the 
strongest critics of the new 
law, and his front-page col- 
umn repeatedly atacked the 
government. 


Iranian opposition slams 
polls restrictions in Iran 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — An 
opposition group protested 
Wednesday over growing res- 
trictions in running for parlia- 
ment and the state's “in- 
terference” in next year’s 
elections. 

The Liberation Movement 
of Iran (LMI). one of only a 
few opposition groups to be 
tolerated in the Islamic re- 
public, criticised in a letter 
faxed to AFP the “rising and 
illegal interference” of a su- 
pervisory council. 

Parliament last month 
granted extra powers to the 
Council of Guardians, a leg- 
islative body dominated by 
religious conservatives, to 
oversee the election process 
for the March 8 polls. 

The council can now screen 
candidates more thorolughfy 
and control the polling pro- 
cess. which previously was 
supervised solely by the in- 
ferior ministry. 

The new powers granted to 
the council could risk alienat- 
ing u wide spectrum of vo- 
ters, especially supporters of 
the liberals and radical'lsla- 


right to intervene in the elec- 
tion process and no one can 
prevent people from voting 
for their preferred candi- 
dates,” said the letter signed 
by 122 political figures. 


The group urged the coun- 
The LMI, headed by for- 
mer foreign minister Ibrahim 
Yazdi, is not allowed to play 
a formal role in Iran's politic- 
al life and is barred from 
running candidates in elec- 
tions. 


Islamic radicals, sidelined 
by conservatives in the last 
parliamentary elections in 
1992, have also charged the 
new regulations were unfair. 

• P°^ erful Islamic Cler- 
ical Council that reviews laws 
passed by Iran’s parliament 
also rejected the new election 
law requiring parliamentary 
candidates to have a universi- 
ty degree, the Iranian News 
agency IRNA said. 


Argentina agog 
over UFO 


SAN CARLOS DE BARI- 
LOCHE (AFP) — Aisentma 
was nervously watchtng the 
skies Tuesday a day after an 
airliner narrowly missed hit- 
ting a UFO which darted in 
its path. Jorge Polanco was 
piloting an Aerolinas Argen- 
tinas jet headed for this 
southwest winter resort town 
at around midnight Monday 
when he was forced to pull 
the plane up short to avoid 
what witnesses described as. 
a “spaceship.” “As I was 
making the final approach, I 
suddenly saw in front of the 
plane a white light which was 
bearing right down on us 
really fast before it halted 
about' 100 metres away,” he 
said. He said that as he franti- 
cally manoeuvred his. plane, 
which was carrying 103 pas- 
sengers, the UFO took a 
bizarre turn so that it could 
follow the airliner and flew in 
tandem with it for about 100 
metres. Air Force Major 
Jorge Oviedo said be and 
several others also witnessed 
the UFO and that there was a 
simultaneous power outage 
-throughout die entire city. 

The pilot said be was fenced 
to pull up when die runway frt- 
fights went out and that the 
flying object about the size of 
a jetliner with two green 
lights and a flashing orange ■ 
light, “changed colours," fol- 
lowed him for a little while 
longer and then took off at 
“an- unnatural speed.” Offi- ' 
.dais were investigating the 
sighting. 


Astronomers 
track comet 


CAPE TOWN (R) — South 
African astronomers are 
tracking a newly-discovered 
comet that could become the 
brightest object in die night 
sky. The comet, discovered 
last week by two American 
astronomers,- it still low on 
the horizon in the northern 
hemisphere, but passes 
directly over South Africa, ' 
giving sdentists scanning 
southern skies a better view. 
“We took the first ' picture 
from South Africa last night, 
it was really quite bright, 
brighter tiiaii you would ex- 
pect at that distance,” Patri- 
da Whitelock of die South 
African Astronomical 
Observatory said Wednes- 
day. Ms. Whitelock dismis- 
sed as speculation reports 
that the comet might come 
close to Earth, or even 
threaten the planet. “It's a bit 
soon to predict, we will have 
a better idea in a week. Com 1 
ets are unpredictable, that’s 
what makes them so much . 
fun," she said. She said the ' 
Hale-Bo pp comet, named af- 
ter American amateur astro- 
nomers Alan Hale and Tho- 
mas Bopp who detected it on 
July 23, was about 1,000 mil- 
lion kilometres from Earth. 




mic groups. 

“No institution has the 


It said the Guardian Coun- 
cil ruled that the law. requir- 
ing candidates to be universi- 
ty Islamic theology school 
graduates, to be against the 
Iranian constitution. 


Michelangelo’s 
David ruled 
not obscene 

HONG KONG (R) — A 
Hong judge ruled Tuesday 
that Michelangelo’s David is 
not obscene. The High Court 
decision resulted from a case 
brought by an English- 
language newspaper, the 
Eastern Express, which 
sought to quash a ruling by 
the colony’s Obscene Articles 
Tribunal that a picture it pub- 
lished of the sculpture was 
obscene. The paper's editor, 
Michael Chugani, said the 
judge declared no jurist 
would find the statue of a 
niide David indecent and re- 
ferred the case to the tribunal 
tor a re ruling. 

Jailbirds raise 
a stink at 
Loos Prison 

DOQS-Les-LILLE. France 

buffering the twin 
effects of prison overcrowd- 

VJIi anc f. a recent heat-wave, 

HKJ prisoners at Loos in 
northern France late Tuesday 
refitted to return to their cells 
unless they were allowed 
more frequent showers. With 
temperatures well over 30k 
(Ws rarenheit) for several 
weeks the smell inside the 
P™° n . h f ^ed to become 
^whehmng the prisoners 
complained. Returning from 

i h ?£ C ‘ Venine meaI « 100 of the 
at the lock-up 
said enough was enough and 

nri Si ? l r w °"hour sit “down 
protest before being forced 

!J l ° *5® “[Is ^ a squad of 

offida fesaid- 

S w as binU for 500 

Hr f S Utno * houses over 
douWe that numfaer. Howev- 

havt^hm t 5 e P rot «t- might 

W hard-nosed prison £ 
do nnfh* msHted they could * 
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